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Paths of Glory and Tribulations

Before we focus on the turbulent decade
of 1930°s we must scrutinize once more
several crucial events which occurred in
Czechoslovakia during the 1920’s. At first
it appeared that the greatest external threat
to Czechoslovak sovereignty and peaceful
coexistence had been the territorial de-
mands of Hungary which sought revisions
of the Versailles Treaty. At its birth in
1918, Czechoslovakia emerged with an
inherent problem of having its boundaries
carved within the cluster of ambitious
adjacent countries which were compelled
10 surrender some portions of their ter-
ritory at the end of World War | to accom-
modate the new republic. Sharing com-
mon borders with no less than 5 resentful
neighbors proved to be truly a dubious
legacy that was to vex the country for
years to come.

In order to strengthen its defense sy-
stem, Czechoslovakia’s foreign policy was
designed to establish solid partnerships
and even alliances with the more remote
European countries which laid no ter-
ritorial claims toward the *heart of Eu-
rope” squeezed by fate into the region
which for many centuries served as con-
tinental battlefields, trade routes, and cul-
tural centers. Its strategic location made
the Czech lands vulnerable to foreign
invasions even in modern times. Unfortu-
nately these aforementioned alliances of
mutual military assistance contained an
“escape clause™, a proviso, stipulating that
combat support would be rendered only if
another powerful European country were
to back up the armed conflict taking place.
Czechoslovakia signed such agreement
with the Croatian, Serbian and Stovenian
Kingdom (later known as Yugoslavia) as
early as August of 1920. In 1921 this
agreement of mutual assistance was joined
by Rumania and became the “Little
Entente “(Mala dohoda). In June of 1922
the Czechoslovak Republic concluded a
temporary agreement with the Soviet
Russia which regulated their economic
and political relations. A similar treaty
was signed one day later with Ukraine. In
January of 1924 the initiative of the
Foreign Minister Edward Benes led to the
Czechoslovak — French allied agreement
which guaranteed independence and sove-

reignty of the republic against the attack
of Germany or Hungary. 1t reflected the
pro-French foreign policy. This agreement
was supplemented by an arbitration treaty
of Locarno in October of 1925 which
weakened the international prestige of
Czechoslovakia. Germany guaranteed the
western borders in an arbitration agre-
ement with France and Belgium, but refu-
sed to vouch for the border immunity of
Poland and Czechoslovakia, despite the
fact that these two countrics were the
signatories of the Locarno Treaty. It was
quite evident that French power was in de-
cline after the conclusion of World War I.
In 1929 France began to build a complex
system of fortifications on the Franco-
German border, the Maginot Line, which
clearly demonstrated to the world that the
French were not planning offensive war-
fare against Germany. However, hypothe-
tically, it would require a resolute attack
by French forces that would split the
German armies into two fronts that might
spare Czechoslovakia from a direct Ger-
man assault. Benes consequently stepped
up his attempts to build a collective se-
curity within the League of Nations of
which Czechoslovakia was a founding
member. Convinced that closer relations
between France and USSR would provide
more security for his homeland, Bene§
orchestrated a Czechoslovak-Soviet Trea-
ty signed in May of 1935 by which the
Soviets promised to come to the aid of
Czechoslovakia if France did the same.

In the presidential election in May of
1934 T. G. Masaryk was elected by the
members of the partiament for the fourth
time, receiving 327 votes against his
opponent, communist leader Klement Got-
twarld, who obtained 38 votes while 533
ballots were returned blank. The shift in
the leadership of the Republican (Agra-
rian) Party caused the replacement of the
Prime Minister J. Malypetr by the Slovak
agrarian, Milan Hodza in November of
1935. On the t4th of December of that
year President T.G. Masaryk abdicated
from his post. His close political ally, Ed-
ward Benes, was elected the second presi-
dent of CSR. He received 340 votes from
the deputies and senators, with 24 votes
going to the opposition candidate B, Ng-

mec and 76 ballots were turned in blank.
In January of 1936 President Bene$ and
premier HodzZa tried to negotiate a plan for
reciprocal economic and political coope-
ration, but were not successful in conclu-
ding an agreement between the two coun-
trics. In June of 1936, at the convention
of the Sudeten German functionaries in
Cheb, their leader, Konrad Henlein,
demanded a new arrangement for the
autonomy of the German citizens living in
the Bohemian border territory and for
their positive relationship with Nazi Ger-
many. In March of 1937 Prime Minister
Milan Hodza conferred with Austrian
Chancelor Schuschnig about mutual
collaboration between their states which
kept encountering continuous difficulties,
The 1st President of Czechoslovakia, To-
ma$ G. Masaryk passed away on Sep-
tember 14, 1937, at the age of 87. The
new chairman of the Agrarian Party,
Rudolf Beran, published in January of
1938 in the daily Venkov, and article
which labeled a cooperative agreement
with Germans a “dictate of the times” and
suggested the admission of the Sudeten-
deutsche Partei and Hlinka’s Slovak
People’s Party into the Czechoslovak
government. In February of that year
A.Hlinka met with the delegation of
Sudeten Germans in RuZomberok to plan
a united strategy. Toward the end of
February the German Chancelor and Nazi
leader, Adolf Hitler, labeled the protection
of Germans living in CSR and Austria the
lifelong interest of Germany and proclai-
med his determination to “liberate 10
million Germans™ living abroad. Prime
Minister Hodza rejected Hitler's declara-
tion as an interference into the internal
affairs of CSR. The annexation {(An-
schluss) of Austria by Nazi Germany, in
March of 1938, greatly weakened the
defense capability of CSR as the German
border expanded from 1,539 kilometers to
2,117. Toward the end of March a cala-
mitous conference of Hitler, Henlein and
Karl Hermann Frank took place in Berlin
where Hitler directed the leaders of the
SDP to keep presenting unacceptable de-
mands to the Czechoslovak government.
On April 21, 1938 Hitler and the German
Wehrmacht commanders worked out the





mailto:velehradchicago@comcast.net




