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HLASY NARODA

12/2005

Paths of Glory and Tribulations

In this installment of Czech history we
will trace the tragic events that led to the
disastrous drop of the metaphorical “Iron
Curtain” which placed Czechoslovakia
firmly under the communist enslavement
and Soviet domination.

1946

January 25 The removal of the German
population of Czechoslovakia begins
and will continue into November, invol-
ving approximately 1,500,000 persons.
February 27 Despite earlier Slovak at-
tempts to remove all Hungarians from
Slovakia after the war, negotiations bet-
ween Czechoslovakia and Hungary ag-
ree to a mutual exchange of populations,
which affects only about 68 thousand
out of a total Hungarian population of
approximately five hundred thousand in
Czechoslovakia.

May 22 Several days before the first
free elections since the end of World
Warll, the Soviet Union announces that
it will move troops from Hungary and
Austria through Czechoslovakia to the
Soviet-occupied zone of Germany. After
the Czechoslovaks disapprove of this
plan as an attempt to influence voters,
the Soviets postpone the order, but the
event shows that the Red Army will
always be very close to the country.
May 26 Free general elections are held
without incident. The Communist party
wins a plurality with 38 percent of the
total vote. In the Czechs Lands, the
Communist party wins approximately
40 percent of the vote, and its allies, the
National Socialist and Social Democrat
parties, earn about 39 percent. In Slova-
kia the Democratic party earns about 60
percent of the vote, while the Commu-
nist party earns only 30 percent.

June The United States grants Czecho-
slovakia a $50 million credit to buy sur-
plus American war equipment in Euro-
pe. It is suspended in September due to a
growing anti-American press and grea-
ter Czechoslovak friendship with the
USSR.

June 27 Despite the Kosice Program,
Slovakia is again placed under the cen-

tral government control of Prague.

July 2 The government is changed to al-
low for the results of the May 26 election.
The Communist leader Klement Gottwald
becomes prime minister, and of 25 cabinet
posts, the Communists receive eight.

July 26 Prime Minister Gottwald and
other Czechoslovak leaders return from
Moscow and announce that the Soviet
Union has agreed to support Czechoslo-
vak claims at the upcoming Paris Peace
Conference; has relinquished any at-
tempts to take German assets from Cze-
choslovakia; and will provide economic
aid.

November Josef Beran is appointed
archbishop of Prague and primate of the
country.

December 3 The treason trial of Mon-
signor Jozef Tiso, the former president
of the Slovak Republic from 1939-1945,
begins in Bratislava.

1947

January 1 A planned economy begins
with the implementation of the Two-
Year Economic Act for 1947-1948. It
includes provisions for a 10 percent
increase in the 1937 level of industria-
lization and for a lessening of the differ-
ence between industrialized regions,
such as Bohemia, and less developed
areas, such as Slovakia.

March Tiso is convicted of treason and
sentenced to death.

April 18 Tiso is hanged after appeals for
commuting his sentence to life impri-
sonment fail.

July 4-7 The Czechoslovak government
unantimously agrees to send representati-
ves to Paris for the opening meeting of
the Marshall Plan, a coordinated effort
by the United States and many nations
of Europe for the rebuilding of Europe.
July 9 In response to Czechoslovakia's
favorable reaction to the Marshall Plan,
Soviet leader Joseph Stalin tells Prime
Minister Gottwald and other govern-
ment leaders, who are visiting Moscow,
that they must choose either an Eastern
or Western orientation, but not baoth.
The next day, the Czechoslovak govern-

ment reverses its decision to attend the
Marshall Plan meeting. Czechoslovakia
thereby further enters the Soviet bloc,
although it still has a democratic go-
vemment.

Fall A drought results in about half of
the expected harvest, causing the Com-
munist party, as the leading party in the
government, to lose public support.
September 10 Unsuccessful assassina-
tion attempts on the lives of Jan Ma-
saryk, the foreign minister, and two ot-
her non-Communist government mem-
bers are announced. The three had re-
ceived packages containing bombs, but
the Communist interior minister and
Communist-dominated police do little to
investigate the plots.

September 14 The Communist-domi-
nated police announce the discovery of an
alleged plot to assassinate President Benes
in Slovakia led by former members of the
outlawed L'udak party. More than five
hundred people will be arrested in this
move by the Communists to weaken the
Democratic party in Slovakia.

October 15 Czechoslovakia receives a
small amount of territory, or a bridgehead,
at the expense of Hungary. The territory,
across the Danube River from Bratislava,
is acquired as a resultof the Hungarian
peace treaty signed in February.
November 18 After several weeks of
negotiations, and with the help of police
intimidation, the Communists succes-
sfully reconstitute the Slovak regional
government more in their favor by re-
moving the Democratic party majority.
Late November Communist party
membership reaches an all time high of
1,250,000 people.

1948

February 12 After weeks of siowly in-
creasing their control of Czechoslo-
vakia, the Communists appear ready to
grab control of the government. The
Communist-dominated  Revolutionary
Trade Union Movement (ROH) asks
workers' councils to assemble in Prague
on February 22, which many see as the
beginnings of a coup.
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