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Paths of Glory and Tribulations

The first decade following the com-
munist takeover of Czechoslovakia
brought about not only drastic economic
changes in the government policies, but
it also marked the most horrible perse-
cution of the Roman Catholic clergy and
faithful laity. Not surprisingly, analo-
gous to the infamous purges among the
ranks of the Soviet political leaders, so-
me of the most enthusiastic Czechoslo-
vak communist party ringleaders, tem-
porarily discredited, began to fall through
the trapdoors of history only to stage a
reentry into political spotlight years later
to continue their despicable leadership

roles during the period of “Normalization”.

1949

January 25 The Council for Mutual
Economic Aid (CMEA or Comecon), a
Communist bloc trading organization, is
established in Moscow, consisting of
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Hungary, Po-
land, Romania, and the USSR,

January 28 General Heliodor Pika, the
former assistant chief of staff of the
Czechoslovak army and former com-
mander of the Czechoslovak-Moscow
military mission, is sentenced to death
on charges of spying for Great Britain.
He is executed on June 21.

March The authorities arrest the British
military permit officer for the western
zones of occupied Germany on charges
of espionage. The government passes
the Publishing Act, which gives full
control over the book publishing and
market trade to the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Public Culture.

April 16 Czechoslovakia and Hungary
sign a treaty of friendship and mutual
assistance.

May 9 The U.S. Department of State
releases documents indicating that the
halting of American forces at Plzeii in
1945 was a military consideration that
had no political significance in light of
the subsequent Communist takeover,
May 16 General Karel Kutlvadr, leader
of the May 1945 anti-Nazi uprising in
Prague, receives a life sentence for spy-
ing for the West.

May 25-29 The Communist party holds
its ninth congress in Prague.

June 9 The government establishes the
Roman Catholic Committee, a Commu-
nist-controlled organization, in an attempt
to convince Roman Catholics that the
government is respecting and safeguar-
ding Catholicism in the country, while the
Pope and bishops, as tools of the West, are
trying to prevent an agreement between
church and state. Three days later Arch-
bishop Beran proclaims that the Roman
Catholic Committee - a government-spon-
sored organization to control the Roman
Catholic Church - is dividing the church in
Czechoslovakia between those loyal to the
committee and those loyal to the Vatican,
and orders all Roman Catholic clergy to
avoid it.

June 11 Czechoslovakia breaks off
economic relations with Yugoslavia,
which left the Soviet bloc in 1948.

June 19 A group of Communist heck-
lers from the Workers' Militia keep Abp.
Josef Beran from delivering his sermon
in St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague. From
this day on, Beran is placed under house
arrest in his official residence in Prague.

June 26 In a pastoral letter, the Czecho-
slovak Roman Catholic hierarchy accu-
ses the government of persecuting the
church..

June 27 Due to the June 26 Roman
Catholic pastoral letter, the government
bans such letters and the assembly of
Roman Catholic clergy without govern-
ment approval.

July 3 The government announces that
Slovak peasants are forcibly opposing
steps taken to control the Roman Cat-
holic church.

July 4 Czechoslovakia signs a one-year
cooperative agreement with Finland,
Poland, and the Soviet Union for the
exchange of goods.

July 7 The government announces a law
for all religious denominations in the
country, putting all religious organizati-

ons under government control.

July 13 The Vatican excommunicates
all members and sympathizers of the
Communist party.

August 17 Archbishop Josef Beran ac-
cuses the government of interfering in
the internal affairs of the Roman Catho-
lic church, of depriving him of his civil
liberties, and preventing him from per-
forming his ecclesiastic duties.

August 28 The government accuses
Archbishop Beran and other Roman
Catholic bishops of aiding subversive
elements in Czechoslovakia.

August 30 The government announces
that it discovered and thwarted a coup
attempt by an unnamed Western power.
Subsequently, 10 people receive senten-
ces of life imprisonment and six are
executed.

Late September-mid-October Appro-
ximately 10 thousand non-Communist
professionals, businessmen, small shop-
keepers, priests, military officers, and
government officials are arrested on
charges of Titoism (the political, econo-
mic, and social policies associated with
Yugoslav leader Josip Broz Tito), or
deviating from the Soviet model of com-
munism.

October The authorities arrest the Ame-
rican embassy member Samuel Meryar
on charges of spying.

October 14 Two laws are enacted to
place further controls on religion by re-
quiring all religious organizations to
become financially and administratively
dependent on the state, while the go-
vernment takes control of all parochial
schools to spread Marxist-Leninist ideo-
logy among the students.

December 4 Roman Catholic bishops
inform the government that they will not
follow any laws that attempt to control
church affairs by destroying religious
freedom.

1950

January 10 All books published before
May S, 1948 in Czechoslovakia are banned.
Late February The government an-
nounces that due to the opposition of
wealthy peasants, agricultural collecti-
vization - where all land, equipment,
and animals are owned by the state - is
proceeding more slowly than anticipated.
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The Catholic Imagination

Grace at work in the people of God

Look beyond the bread you eat; See
your savior and your Lerd. These
beautiful words, from a hymn often
sung during the Communion rite of the
Mass, continue both to teach and to
challenge the faithful who gather to
worship and give thanks. These simple
yet profound words teach the truth of
what we celebrate in the Eucharist: the
Body and Blood of Jesus present in the
bread and wine. The words of the hymn
challenge us to continue to perceive an
experience of life beyond what is in
front of our face. They invite us to enter
fully into the mysterious and the sacred.

The ability to experience life and to
perceive the kingdom of God pre-
supposes what 1 like to identify as the
Catholic imagination. Catholics are
called through the grace of our baptism
to look beyond and to see something
more. Imagination in this sense is not to
be understood as making something up
but, rather, in the full theological sense
of the concept. Catholic imagination is
the celebration of the "aiready” and the
"not yet.” We understand that Christ and
his kingdom have already come, but we
also understand that the kingdom has
not yet been made fully manifest.

We use this graced skill when we
celebrate the Eucharist and offer our
gifts of bread and wine to our heavenly
Father. We use this graced skill when
we see in the image of the crucified
Christ not the end of something but,
rather, the beginning of a new creation.
Unlike some Christian denominations
that exhort their congregations to allow
themselves to be "taken to the cross, the
life-giving blood of the Lamb," Catho-
lics are led to the foot of the cross but do
not remain there. Catholics look beyond
the cross and perceive something more.

We celebrate the saving action of the
cross, but we also expect to see it
present in our world, in the lives and in
the experiences of the people of God.
"Go in peace to love and serve the
Lord."

This imagination is not just a sa-
cramental imagination. We Catholics
look at the world around us and perceive

the manifestation of the kingdom of God.

Catholic imagination is what permitted
Mother Teresa to pick up the abandoned
poor at her doorstep and bring them to
an experience of dignity, if not in life, at
least in death. Catholic imagination is
what allows a schoolteacher working in
the most abandoned school in the
middle of the ghetto to perceive the
power of education and hope. Catholic
imagination is what gives a rural pastor
ministering to four or five different
parishes the energy to make the long
roundtrip of pastoral visitation Sunday
after Sunday.

Identifying the Catholic imagination
at work in the lives of our brothers and
sisters in faith docs not presuppose or
Judge the motives of others. Celebrating
the powerful manifestation of grace at
work in the people of God does not in
any way lessen or diminish the inspired
efforts of other dedicated men and
women. Rather, it is a confident asser-
tion of a quality that is essential to the
fabric of what it means to be a Catholic.
It is a recognition of the presence of
God in our midst, who calls us to per-
ceive life as totally and fully blessed.

Catholic imagination permits the
people of God to perceive the dif-
ficulties and the challenges that we face
- some of which are extremely serious
and call us to a deeper experience of
faith - and expect that a powerful mani-

festation of grace is yet to come. This
unique perception of life has given us
the ability to weather many difficulties
in the past and will continue to enable us
to hope in the future. "Look beyond the
bread you eat; See your savior and your
Lord."
Thomas M. Sunta, C.Ss.R
Liguorian, December 2005

The Bible and other
Important Religious Facts
(According to Kids)

In the firs book of the Bible, Guinesses,
God get tired of creating the world, so
he took the Sabbath off

Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark
because Noah built the Ark, which the
animals came to in pears.

Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day, but
a ball of fire at night.

Samson slew the Philistines with the axe
of the Apostles.

Moses led the Hebrews to the Red sea,
where they made unleavened bread,
which is bread without any ingredients.

The first commandment was when Eve
told Adam to eat the apple.

Moses died before he ever reached
Canada.

Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the
battle of Geritol.

David was a Hebrew king skilled at
playing the liar,
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