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¢eska koruna pfestane platit a
dne3nich 50 korun bude mit v
pfepoctu ztgjme hodnotu dvou
eur.

Kurzovni listek CNB
2. 5. 2006 (stied)
EUR, 1 ..o, 28.415
Kanada, 1 ............... 20.295
Slovensko, 100 .........76.126
USA, 1..........e0ee0022.475

Kultura

Rembrandt asi namaloval
portrét Jana Amose
Komenského

Predni nizozemsky odbor-
nik, kunsthistorik Ernst van
de Wetering tvrdi, Zze podo-
bizna starého muZe, kterou
Rembrandt vdajné namaloval
v rozmezi let 1660 - 1665,
zobrazuje Jana Amose Ko-
menského. Ceska média o
tom informovala v minulych
dnech. Diskuse o tomto por-
trétu se rozpoutala pfi pii-
lezitosti vystavy Rembrandt
- Hledani génia, ktera se kona
do 2.¢ervence v amsterdam-
ském Rembrandtové domé -
Rembrandthuis. Mezi pade-
sati dily malife je i Portrét
starého muze, nékdy nazy-
vany i Portrét rabina. Obraz
na vystavu zapijéila znama
galerie Uffizi ve Florencii,
ktera ho ziskala od rodu Me-
dicejskych. Podobnych obra-
zi starych muzi ¢&i orabind
Rembrandt béhem svého Zi-
vota namaloval desitky, coz
zfejmé bylo divodem, pro¢
portréty zatim nikdo blize
nezkoumal. Postava na obra-
ze byla navic nerozeznatelna,
proto pfed vystavenim prosel
obraz specidlnim ¢iSténim.
De Wetering ve své studii
vychazi z knihy ceského his-
torika uméni Karla Chytila a
ze zkoumani v nizozemské
knihovné hermetickych véd.
Jeho teorii napomaha i fakt,
ze slavny esky exulant byl

téméi sousedem malife a méli
spolezné znamé. Ceiti odbor-
nici nepotvrzuji teorii de
Weteringa, ale zaroven ji ani
nevylucuji. Podle Lidovych
novin vedouci katedry déjin
umeni brnénské Masarykovy
univerzity a odbornik na staré
umeéni profesor Lubomir Sla-
viCek tvrdi, Zze uZz za prvni
republiky se 0 zminéném por-
trétu  spekulovalo. "Rem-
brandt ve star3im véku inkli-
noval k nabozenskym kru-
him a neni vylouCené, Ze se
do Komenského blizkosti do-
stal. Pro hypotézu je také jisté
dilezité, jak se obraz do
Uffizi dostal. Oviem bez se-
znameni s obrazem je tézko
délat zavéry," nevylucuje v
LN teorii o podobizné Ko-
menského ani profesor Moj-
mir Horyna z katedry d&jin
uméni FF UK.

Nejvyznamnéjsi letosni

vystava Karel IV,
je jiz vyprodana

Vystava Karel IV. - cisaf z
Bozi milosti, co do rozsahu a
vyznamu nejvétdi v historii
vystavnictvi Prazského hradu,
pfedstavuje umeéni z doby
vlady poslednich Lucembur-
ki. Az do 21 kvétna budou
mit navstévnici moznost pro-
hlédnout si sbirku vice nez
dvou set exponati zapiljce-
nych z nejvyznamnéjdich vy-
stavnich instituci 11 zemi.
Podle odborniki je vystava
unikatni tim, Ze soustiedi dila,
jez vznikla v jednom misté a
v jedné dobé, ktera ale poté
jiZz nikdy nebyla pohromadé.
Lidé na ni mohou spatfit
sochy &i vzacné obrazy vy-
znaénych gotickych umélei,
jakymi byli Mistr Theodorik,
zndmy vyzdobou Kaple sv.
Ktize na Karlstejné, Mistr
Treboiiského oltafe ¢i Mistr
Krumlovské madony. Dile
jsou k vidéni vzacné $perky a
kienoty, skici a plany Petra
Parléfe i dal$ich architektd &i

ptedméty  béZné potteby.
Expozice, piipravovand od
roku 2001, méla aspéch loni
na podzim v Metropolitnim
muzeu v New Yorku, kde
viibec poprvé piedstavila Ces-
ky stfedoveék americké verej-
nosti. V Praze jsou jeji jed-
notlivé ¢asti umistény do nej-
krasné&jsich prostor Prazského
hradu do Obrazidrny Praz-
ského hradu, Cisaiské konir-
ny, Katedraly sv. Vita, Staré-
ho kralovského palace a jeho
Terezianského kfidla. Spat-
nou zpravou pro zajemce o
navitévu vsak zlstava, ze
vystava Karel [V. - cisaf 2
Bozi milosti je od S5.dubna
zcela vyprodana. V poklad-
nach na Prazském hradé
budou nadale k dispozici
pouze vstupenky vracené z
rezervaci.
Tyden bez televize nabada
k aktiveimu Zivotu
Zagit sportovat, nau¢it se
Zonglovat a vafit, letét balo-
nem & tieba slozit puzzle.
Takové aktivity doporuduji
lidem pofadatelé akce na-
zvané Tyden bez televize,
ktery probihd od 25.dubna.
Nejen v Cesku, ale i ve svété
se v tomto tydnu miliony lidi
dobrovolné rozhodly nezapi-
nat televizi. Dilivodit, pro¢ se
Mezinarodni tyden vypnuté
televize kona, je vic. Sledo-
vani televize podporuje ne-
zdravy Zivotni styl, protoze
divdk pfestava mit zijem o
aktivni Zivot a socialni vazby.
Lidé méné ¢tou a v obrazov-
Ky strdvi mnoho &asu, nékteré

déti dokonce vic nez ve $kole,

Cilem akce je vymytit di-
vackou odevzdanost a nabid-
nout alternativy za televizni
zabavu. Tyden bez televize je
&eskou obdobou  projektu
amerického sdruzeni TV-
Turnoff Network, ktery or-
ganizuji spoleéné s aktivisty z
White Dot a anti-konzumni
organizace Adbusters, V

USA se letos TV-Tumoff
Week uskuteéni uz po je-
denacté. Autor intemetovych
stranek www beztelevize.org
Jan Macek, ktery v Cesku o
Tydnu informuje, vysvétlil,
ze ho k akci pred rokem
ptivedlo  spusténi  reality
show. Tyto porady se mu
viibec nelibily, proto zacal
hiedat souvislosti s proble-
matikou sledovéni televize a
narazil i na akci Ameri¢anii.
Podtitul Tydne, ktery se v
Cesku kond poprvé, zni: Vy-
pnéte televizi, zapnéte zivot!
Dal3imi hesly jsou napiiklad
Vice &teni, méné televize! ¢i
Nedive] se na to, Zij to!
Organizatofi véii, Zze se ucast
na této akci stane pro vétsinu
lidi odrazovym mustkem k
trvalé zméné: zalit omezovat
sviij Cas straveny pred ob-
razovkou, vice premyilet o
vybéru programi a nechat si
vice &asu na aktivity bez
televize.

Do Prahy prijel
Metropolitni expres,
tieti bezplatny denik

V pondéli 24.dubna si ob-
yvatelé Prahy a okoli mohli
nejnovéjsi zpravy prelist v
novém, v pofadi jiz tfetim
deniku distribuovaném zdar-
ma. Metropolitni expres, kte-
ry vydava medidlni skupina
MAFRA (Mlada fronta Dnes,
Lidové noviny ¢i iDnes), je
zaméfeny na mladou a stiedni
generaci a lidé jej mohou
najit v metru, $kolach, afa-
dech i na benzinovych pum-
pach. Pfinasi obsahlé zpravo-
dajstvi z Ceska, zahranigi,
ekonomiky i ze sportu. Ne-
chybi ani tipy do kina ¢i na
koncert, televizni program
nebo zdbava v podobé ko-
mikst €i sudoku. Denik na-
bizi v kazdy den jinou pfilo-
hu vénujici se aktudlnim té-
matim jako cestovani, mo-
dernim technologiim a zamé-
stnani. Denné pak vychdazt


http://www.beztelevize.org
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Fatima v Portugalsku

Pokracovani ze str. 2.

AZ spatfite noc ozafenou neznamymn svét-
lem, pochopte, Ze je to znameni (my okolo
osmdesatky si jisté vzpominame na tu zvla-
$tni noc v zafi 1939 pozn. aut.) pred vypuk-
nutim druhé svétové valky, Ze Bih chee po-
trestat svét za jeho hfichy valkou, hladem,
pronasledovanim cirkve a Svatého otce. Aby
se tomu zabranilo, pfijdu a budu pozadovat,
aby Rusko bylo zasvéceno mému Neposkvr-
nénérnu Srdei a aby se kazdou prvni sobotu
konala smima svata piijimani. Splnite-li mé
piani, Rusko se obrati a budete mit mir. Jinak
Rusko rozifi své bludy po celém svété a na-
stanou valky a pronasledovani cirkve. Mnoho
dobrych lidi bude umuéeno, Svaty otec bude
mnoho trpét a ¢etné narody budou znieny.
Nakonec bude moje Neposkvinéné Srdce
triumfovat. Svaty otec mi zasvéti Rusko, to se
obrati a svét bude mit na uréity &as mir.

Zjeveni 13.srpna bylo posunuto aZz na
15.srpna, protoze déti byly ve vézeni. 13.zaff
20 tisic pritomnych lidi vidélo, jak se ve
vzduchu vznasi zafici koule a z nebe padaji
bélostné vlotky. Posledni zjeveni vyvrcho-
lilo 13.fijna sluneénim zizrakem. Ten den
piiSlo do Fatimy 70 aZ 80 tisic lidi. T kdyz
cely den husté prielo, nedali se odradit. Na-
jednou se mraky roztrhaly a objevilo se
slunce, slunegni kotoué se roztolil a fitil se
k zemi. Lidé ve strachu pfed padajicim slun-
cem padali na kolena do rozblicené pidy.
Slunce vyzafovalo zvlastni barevné paprsky,
cely zistup i okolni pfiroda hraly viemi bar-
vami. Stune¢ni zazrak byl viditelny jestd
v okruhu asi 20 kilometri od tohoto mista.
Kdyz skonil a lidé povstali z blata, ke své-
mu GZasu zjistili, Ze viibec nejsou Ipinavi a
alkoli vsichni byli pfed tim promokl na
kost, byli vSichmi dokonale uschli. Lucie
spatiila na zavér slinecniho zizraku vedle
siunce sv. Josefa sJeZiskem v nanxi, jak
oba udluji svétu poZehnani a vedle nich.
Pannu Marii, ktera se zjevila v nékolika
proménach jako Sedmibolestna a nakonec
Jjako Karmelska.

Prvni z vizionaii zemdel Frantidek, ktery
onemocril na plicni chiipky, kter tehdy #4-
dila v Portugalsku. Odesel na vé¢nost v kru-
hu své rodiny 4.dubna 1919. Odesel do nebe,
jak fikal, potésit zarmouceného, tolik mu
drahého JeZide. Nejmadsi vizionaika Hya-
cinta, narozend 11.biezna 1910 zemfela, jak
ji Panna Maria piedpovédéla, ve velkych
bolestech a ode viech odloudena v lisabon-
ské nemocnici 20.tinora 1920, podobn¢ jako
FrantiSek na plicni chiipku. 13.kvétna 2000

Svaty otec Jan Pavel II. prohlasil tyto nej-
mladsi vyznavale v déjinach cirkve: deseti-
letou Hyacintu a jedendactiletého FrantiSka
za blahoslavené.

Lucii Panna Maria predpovédéla, Ze ji Pan
JeZi3 pouzije k tomu, aby Ho lidé Iépe poz-
nali a milovali. Fatimské zjeveni cirkev ofi-
cialné uznala v roce 1930. Lucie oviem jiZ
pied tim vroce 1921 vstoupila do kld3tera
dortheenskych sester a pfijala zde jméno
Marie Lucie do Bolesti. V bfeznu 1948 pie-
stoupila do karmelitanského klastera v Co-
imbfe a piijala jméno Marie Lucie od Ne-
poskviméného Srdce. Panna Maria se ji
v prub¢hu let jeste tiikrat zjevila. Nejdile-
Zitgj8i zjeveni se odehralo 13.¢ervna 1929.
Pfi zjeveni Nejsvétéjsi Trojice ji Panna Ma-
ria znovu ditklivé vyzyvala, aby bylo pro-
vedeno zasvéceni Ruska jejimu Neposkvr-
nénému Srdci. Lucie zemiela 13.4nora 2005
ve véku 97 let a piivodné byla pochovana
v klastefe v Coimbie. Odtud byly letodniho
roku jeji télesné pozdstatky prevezeny do
poutni baziliky Panny Marie Fatimské, aby
tam po boku blahoslavenych Hyacinty a
Franti$ka ofekavala slavné vzkiisent.

Papezové méli k Fatimé vzdy hluboky
vztah. 31.#ijna 1942 papez Pius XII. zasvétil
svét Neposkvménému Srdci Panny Marie
v rozhlasovém pienosuw do Portugalska na
zavér 25.vyrodi zjeveni. 8.prosince 1942 pak
tyZ papez obnovil zasvéceni v bazilice sv.
Petra v Rim& za Ui¢asti véficich. Kone&né
Pius XIL vroce 1952 zasvétil Neposkvmé-
nému Srdci Panny Marie i Rusko. Oviem
nestalo se tak ve spojeni se viemi biskupy
svéta, jak to Zadala Panna Maria,

Vroce 1964 papez Pavel VI. V prilbéhu
IL.vatikanského koncilu obnovil zasvéceni
(opét viak bez ucasti viech biskupit) a po-
slal do baziliky Panny Marie ve Fatimé zia-
tou riZi. Sam se pak vypravil na pout’ do
Fatimy 13.kvétna 1967.

{3.kvétna 1982 piijel do Fatimy Svaty otec
Jan Pavel 1., aby zde pod&koval za zachranu
svého Zivota piit atentatu, ktery byl na ného
spachan pravé pied rokem 13.kvétna 1981.
Paosledni kulka v automatické pistoli atentat-
nika Ali Agcey, ktera by zcela jisté zasahla
srdce, se v hlavni zasekla a nevysla. Piedpo-
sledni kulka jen o vidsek minula hlavni tep-
nu. A pravé tute kulku nechal Jan Pavel II.
zasadit do zlaté, perlami a drahokamy posa-
zené korunky Panny Marie Fatimské.

25.bfezna 1984 papez Jan Pavel 11. v jed-
noté se vSemi biskupy svéta, které k tomu

vyzval prostiednictvim nunciatur, zasvétil
pred sochou Panny Marie, privezenou z Fa-
timy do Rima, Rusko jejimu Neposkvrméné-
mu Srdci. Soucasné slovensky biskup Pavol
Hnilica z papeZova povéfeni vykonal tajné
toto zasv€ceni v moskevské katedrale v Rus-
ku. Byla to tehdy situace pro cely svét ne-
bezpednd, nebof’ hrozilo nukleami stietnuti
mezi USA a Sovétskym svazem.

Stiedem poutniho mista je dnes ve Fa-
timé bazilika Panny Marie s impozantni véZzi
v neobaroknim a neoklasicisnim slohu po-
stavend v letech 1928-1951 z dart poutniku.
Pfed ni se nachazi rozlehlé nadvoii 700
metri dlouhé a 200 metra Siroké. V jeho
sousedstvi stoji dvé& moderni nemocnice a
exerci¢ni dum pro poumiky. Kazdy den se
podobn¢ jako v Lurdech slouzi slavnd m3e
svatd a kona procesi s Nejsvéte€jsi Svatosti,
kterou jsou nemocni Zehnani. Na misté
zZjeveni je dnes umisté mala kaplicka se
sochou Panny Marie Fatimské.

Fatima patii mezi nejnavitévovanéjsi pout-
ni mista svéta, kam prichazi rotné statisi-
cové zastupy poutniki, kde dochazi k nes-
cemym télesnym, dulevnim a duchovnim
zazralnym uzdravenim a jejiz poselstvi ovli-
vitluje budoucnost nejen katolické cirkve, ale
celého svéta. Patii do trojice na sebe vza-
jemné navazujicich poutnich marianskych
mist: Lurdy — Fatima — Medjugorje.

Jednim z mnoha duchovnich plodi Fatimy
je Marianské knézské hnuti zalozené v roce
1972 italskym knézem Donem Gobim, je-
hoz obdafila Panna Maria vnitinimi aloku-
cemi zaznamenanymi v tzv. ,Modré knize®.
Pred zatitkem tietiho tisicileti Panna Maria
»Modrou knihu* uzaviela, kdyz fekla: ,,Vse-
chno potiebné jsem vam sdélila a Zadam,
abyste co nejastgji prosili: ,Pfijd Duchu
svaty, pfijd’ na mocnou primiuvu Neposkvr-
néného Srdce Panny Marie, Tvoji mitované
snoubenky .

Svaty otec Jan Pavel IL. pii své posledni
navitévé Fatimy 13 kvétna 1991 se modiil:
»Totus Tuus... V kolegialni jednoté s pastyfi,
ve spoledenstvi s veSkerym lidem Bozim,
rozptylenym po celém svétg, i dnes obnowuji
Tob€ synovské odevzdani lidského rodu. S
divérou se Ti viichni svéfujeme. Chceme s
Tebou nasledovat Krista, Vykupitele ¢lové-
ka. At nas nezatézuje Ginava, at’ namaha ne-
zpomaluje nad krok, at’ potize nesniZuji
odvahu a smutek at’ neodnima radost v srdci.
Ty, Maria, Matko Spasitele, ukaZ, Ze i na-
dale jst Matkou viech. Bdi nad nasi pouti
Zivotem. Ugin, abychom plni radosti spattili
Tvého Syna v nebi. Amen.”

Z riiznych pramenit pripravil Karel Chrobdk
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®aths of Glory and Tribulations

“It was the best of times; it was the
worst of times...” We can almost hear the
echoes of the opening lines of the novel
The Tale of Two Cities, written by
Charles Dickens so many years ago. 1968
was arguably one of the most turbulent,
auspicious and reprehensible years in the
history of the communist controlled Cze-
choslovakia. It was the year which began
with hopes and promises and ended in
frustrations and disappointments. The
number of crucial events which took place
within that year is so extensive that it is
impossible to compress all of the major
happenings into one issue of our monthly
publication. With the passage of time the
readers can see both tragedy and travesty
in the bizarre happenings of those bygone
days.

1968

January 3-5 The Czechoslovak Com-
munist party meets and separates the po-
sition of first secretary from the president
of the republic. The party then elects a
compromise candidate, Alexander Dubcek,
the moderate leader of the Slovak Com-
munist party, as its first secretary, remov-
ing the Stalinist Antonin Novotny, who
remains president of the republic.
February 25 Major General Jan Sejna, a
Warsaw Pact commander, defects to the
United States.

February 28 The supreme commander of
the Warsaw Pact, Soviet Marshal Ivan
Yakubovsky, flies to Prague to ascertain if
General Sejna took any secrets with him,
The National Assembly makes Bratislava
the capital of Slovakia.

March § The government relaxes cen-
sorship and begins to work on changing
the laws overseeing strict control of pu-
blications.

March 14 The Slovak National Council,
the government for Slovakia, calls for a
decentralized Czechoslovakia along fede-
ral lines.

March 19 The Czechoslovak Commu-
nist party daily newspaper, Rudé Pradvo,
calls for the resignation of Antonin
Novotny as president of the country.

March 22 Under great pressure from the
reformers and humiliated by and blamed
for the Sejna defection, Antonin Novotny
resigns as president and goes into
retirement.

March 23 In Dresden, East Genmany, the
Czechoslovak leaders, Alexander Dubéek,
Jozef Lenart, and others are wamed by the
leaders of Bulgaria, East Germany, Hunga-
1y, Poland, and the Soviet Union not to let
their liberalizing program get out of hand.
March 39 The moderate General Ludvik
Svoboda is overwhelmingly elected presi-
dent by the National Assembly.

April 3 The government announces it will
investigate the mysterious circumstances
surrounding the death of former Foreign
Minister Jan Masaryk, son of the first
president Tomas G. Masaryk, shortly after
the Communist takeover in March 1948.
April 4 The Communist party elects a
new presidium consisting mainly of refor-
mers.

April 5 A plenary session of the Central
Committee of the Communist party
adopts the idea for a Czech-Slovak fe-
derative state and a 24,000-word Action
Program, which outlines reforms for “a
new road to socialism,” guaranteeing
political plurality, freedom of the press,
speech, assembly, organization, religion,
and employment, the right to personal
property and a fair trial, and small scale
private businesses. As a result, the
Czechoslovak Stalinists begin to lose
power. This liberalizing program beco-
mes known as the Prague Spring.

April 6 The hard-line Communist Jozef
Lenat is ousted as premier and his go-
vernment falls; Oldiich Cernik succeeds
him,

April 9 Cemik forms a reformist go-
vemment, forcing the Stalinists out of
power.

April 10 The Slovak Communist party
demands a federative Czechoslovakia.
April 24 Cernik presents his reformist
program to the National Assembly which
approves the reformist Action Program
and plans for a federative state on May 3.
Soviet Marshal lvan Yakubovsky again
visits Prague; this time to discuss pre-

parations for the June Warsaw Pact ma-
neuvers in Czechoslovakia.

April 26 Ladislav Mnacko, the Slovak
writer, gets his Czechoslovak citizenship
back.

April 29 Czech and Slovak economists
meet in Bratislava to discuss the effects
that federalization might have on the
country. A commission to work out the
economic amrangements for a federative
Czechoslovakia will be appointed on June 1.
May 1 The government orders the full
rehabilitation and exoneration, as well as
the restoration of Communist party mem-
bership to, the 14 defendants of the “Slan-
sky Trial”. Other Communists and non-
Communists purged after the Communist
takeover in 1948 will also be rehabilitated
in the coming months.

May 4 Alexander Dubéek and other lea-
ders hold talks with their Soviet counter-
parts in Moscow where sharp disagreeme-
nts surface over the Czechoslovak reforms.
May 7 The Soviets protest after an article
appears in Rudé Pravo, the newspaper of
the Czechoslovak Communist party, that
implicates Soviet agents in the death of
Foreign Minister Jan Masaryk in 1948.
May 8 Bulgarian, East German, Hun-
garian, and Polish Communist party lea-
ders confer in Moscow about the libera-
lizing events in Czechoslovakia.

May 9 President Svoboda grants amnesty
to mainly political prisoners on the anni-
versary of the liberation of Prague from
the Nazis in 1945,

May 10 Joint Soviet-Polish military ma-
neuvers take place in Poland near the
Czechoslovak frontier, while - Soviet
troop movements take place near the
Czechoslovak border in the east.

May 17-25 Soviet Premier Aleksei
Kosygin visits Prague for discussions con-
ceming the reform movement, but he ends
his mission early and returns to Moscow
after he is unable to slow the pace of
reforms. However, Czechoslovakia agrees
to allow Warsaw Pact military exercises
on its territory in June.

May 19 The Soviet Communist party
newspaper, Pravda, criticizes develop-
ments in Czechoslovakia.
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The Vocation Crisis

The impact of generational attitudes

If there are any hard-and-fast rules
regarding an invitation to the priestly
and religious way of life, it is how hard
the prospects are to find and how fast
they are to decline! Befuddled vocation
directors wonder why their efforts are
not producing the numbers needed in
today's American Church, in which mo-
re priests are over age ninety than under
age thirty. The rug - and some would
say it used to be a magic carpet - has
been pulled out from under us concer-
ning the present vocation reality.

In acknowledging this shortfall, it is
good for Catholics in both the pew and
pulpit to recognize forces beyond our
control, one of which is a paradigm shift
in collective generational attitudes. In his
book U.S. Lifestyle and Mainfine Chur-
ches, Professor T. Sample demonstrates
how this shift has been primarily a move-
ment from what he calls an ethic of self-
denial to one of self-fulfillment. These
terms do not suggest value judgments.
The ethic of self-denial, which predates
the baby-boomer generation who reached
adulthood in the late sixties and seventies,
is characterized by making sacrifices for
the security and well-being of the family,
by hard work to provide for life's ne-
cessities, and by involvement in the soci-
al domain of church or school. The ethic
of self-fulfillment, on the other hand, has
been introduced by the baby-boomer
phenomenon and is characterized by vie-
wing life itself as intrinsically valuable
(meaning that it is not to be denied for
the sake of something else) and by a
culture of affluence and advancement
that sees more as better.

The Catholic Pluralism Project, headed
by Professor James D. Davidson, further
highlights the generational differences
in faith and religious practice. For the
generation born in or before 1940, a
strong Catholic identity through overall
Church and sacramental participation is
essential to relating with God. Those
who fall into this group tend to see their
involvement with the institutional
Church and their relation to God as
almost one and the same. The generation
born between 1941 and 1960, who came
of age during the Second Vatican
Council, represents attitudes of both the
carlier and later generations, with a
tendency to be less institutional than
those before them. The post-Vatican 11
generation was borm after 1960 and

came of age in the seventies and eighties.

These Catholics tend to view their faith
in largely individualistic terms, minimi-
zing the role of the institutional Church
in their relationship with God. While
they can appreciate the Church's availa-
bility to accompany them along the way
on their personal faith journey, overall
they "do not describe the Church as an
essential component of their faith.” This
may help to explain why only 23 percent
of the younger generation attends Mass
every week.

Within this youngest generation, how-
ever, are a number of Catholics who do
not exhibit cynicism or distrust toward
the institutional Church; nor do they
associate any negativity with pre-Vati-
can Il practices. They are labeled mil-
lennial Catholics, born in 1982 or later,
but in their religious outlook and prac-

tice, they more closely resemble the
generation born before World War II
than the Vatican II generation. Dioceses
and religious communities with a more
traditional religious identity are attrac-
ting mitlennial Catholics in impressive
numbers by today's vocation standards.

Admittedly, many young people
would indeed define the institutional
Church as essential to their faith and are
not "at home" in a church style that
existed decades before they were born.
Credible studies such as the ones cited,
however, consider the implications of
the future U.S, priesthood and religious
life and whether today's younger Catho-
lics are willing to embrace institutional
responsibilities on the horizon — espe-
cially as seminaries now produce only
one new priest for every three who
resign, retire, or expire.

Does much of the data indicate that
what a new generation is in search of is
precisely what the boomer generation
lost sight of? Moreover, if the data
represents the thinking of the current
generation at large, it is an indictment
on the dissofution of the nuclear family
and the diminished presence of religious
in this generation's worldview to attract,
impact, and generate followers.

Father Byron Miller,

director of the National Shrine
of Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos
in New Orleans, Louisiana.
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