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®aths of Glory and Tribulations

With the history of the five years of the
totalitarian communist regime in Czechoslo-
vakia (1985 - 1989) we conclude our monthly
installments of crucial events which led to s
ultimate collapse and the restoration of demo-
cracy. To what extent the democratic princi-
ples and expectations of the liberated people
were fulfilled, we shall leave to future
historians.

1985

March 11 The authorities round up about 45
political dissidents in a raid on a home in
Prague. Eleven are detained including Jiti
Dienstbier, the spokesman for Charter 77.
March 26 In a speech to the Federal Assem-
bly, Prime Minister Lubomfr Strougal pre-
dicts that the country will be able to pay off
its foreign debt estimated to be at $3 billion.
April 24 Pope John Paul Il names Monsignor
Jozef Tomko as the first Slovak cardinal.
April 26 Meeting in Warsaw, representatives
of the Warsaw Pact sign a twenty-year exten-
sion of their treaty, with an option for a ten-
year renewal in 2005.

May An estimated 2,000 people now have
membership in Charter 77.

Mid-May The second highest ranking Cze-
choslovak diplomat in the United States de-
fects in Washington D.C.

July 7 Some 150,000 pilgrims visit the repor-
ted site of St. Methodius's grave in Velehrad
on the 1,100th anniversary of his death and
celebrate an outdoor mass. It is the largest
church rally since the Communists took po-
wer in 1948 despite severe government
oppression of the church.

Octaber A Czechoslovak air force jet fires
on an American army helicopter to keep it
from crossing into Czechoslovak airspace.
The United States protests this action, which
is rejected by the Czechoslovaks.

October 24 Police overpower a gunman in
Bmo who took children and nurses as hos-
tages in a bid to leave the country.

November 2} In an article in the Iltalian
Communist party newspaper, L’ Unita, Ale-
xander Dubcek, the leader of the Prague
Spring in 1968, denies he signed a document
in early August 1968 expressing concern that
his country was threatened by counter-revo-
lutionaries. This is Dubcek's first public
statement since he was removed from power,
and it s in response to assertions by the
Czechoslovak Communist party's ideologist
Vasil Ril'ak in an interview with the West
German magazine Der Spiegel.

1986

January 11 Jaroslav Seifert, the Czech Nobel
laurcate poet, dies at the age of 84. He is
given a state funeral.

May Following the Soviet example, the Cze-
choslovak media plays down the Chemobyl
nuclear power plant disaster.

May 2 Sweden expels five Czechoslovak
diplomats on charges of collecting intelli-
gence information. The following week, Cze-
choslovakia retaliates by ordering two Swe-
dish diplomats to leave.

September 4-5 The authorities close the offi-
ces of the Jazz Section of the Union of Cze-
choslovak Musicians and arrest seven leading
members of the group. The Jazz Section,
founded in 1971, had become an independent
cultural organization that advocated total fre-
edom of the arts, and its uncensored news-
letter, published 4,000 copies at a time, was
read by an estimated 80,000 Czechoslovaks.
Although the organization avoided political
dissent, the police harassed the members,
banned its concerts, cut off its telephone
privileges, and seized its mailing lists.
October Several Czech and Slovak dissidents
sign a resolution, with other activists from
East Germany, Hungary, and Poland, com-
memorating the thirtieth anniversary of the
1956 Hungarian Revolution. The statement
proclaims that ideals such as pluralism, self-
government, and independence from the 1956
revolt are still legitimate.

November 1 Sixteen Czechoslovak tourists
defect from a Soviet cruise ship visiting
Hamburg.

December 27 Two members of the Jazz Sec-
tion detained since September are released
due to poor health.

1987

January On the tenth anniversary of the
founding of Charter 77, the organization issu-
es a document that urges Czechoslovaks to
demand their educational, religious, media,
and political rights, and denounces the Com-
munist lcadership as a privileged group.

January 27 In a major speech, Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev advocates economic and
political reforms in the Soviet Unton. Shoc-
ked by his proposals, the Czechoslovak Com-
munist leadership retuses to print Gorbachev's
remarks despite the fact that Soviet television
is available throughout Czechoslovakia.

February The police detain Vaclav Havel
from meeting with Democratic representative

Steny H. Hoyer of Maryland, who is chair of
the congressional committee monitoring hu-
man rights.

March 11 Five remaining members of the
Jazz Section detained since September are
convicted on charges of unofficial commerci-
al activity, but receive relatively light
sentences. Western governments, human
rights organizations, and internationally fa-
mous writcrs, artists, and musicians denounce
the convictions as travesties of justice and
violations of human rights,

March 13 About 30 members of Charter 77
meet publicly, without police interference, at
the grave of Jan Patocka, to pay homage on
the 10th anniversary of his death. Patotka, a
founding member of the organization, died
from a stroke after he had been intensely
interrogated by the police about Charter 77.
The current lack of police harassment is
viewed as a result of Gorbachev's emphasis
on openness and shows the uncertainty of the
Czechoslovak government in the wake of
Gorbachev's January speeches.

April 9-11 Mikhail Gorbachev arives in
Czechoslovakia for an official visit. The
crowds enthusiastically greet him, but the
Czechoslovak Communist leadership, which
rejects Gorbachev's reforms, does not. The
Soviet leader gives a speech in Prague
encouraging change by suggesting that So-
viet-style reforms would benefit the countries
of the Eastern Bloc. Yet, Gorbachev states
that the Soviet Union would not assert that its
example be strictly followed. When journa-
lists ask Gorbachev's spokesman to explain
the difference between perestroika and the
Prague Spring of 1968, he replies, “Nineteen
years." [n the coming months the Czechoslo-
vak government makes it clear that it will
follow its own path distinct from the Soviet
example and does introduce some minor eco-
nomic changes.

August 20 On the nineteenth anniversary of
the Soviet-led invasion, Charter 77 issues a
statement that includes the demands for
amnesty for political prisoners and an end to
controls in the political sector.

October Charter 77 sends a petition, signed
by 50 people, to the Federal Assembly that
expands upon its demands from August 20,
including freedom of information and free
access to public life. In a speech, President
Husak notes that the government needs to
move slowly and cautiously in its reforms,
with an emphasis on economic and not
political change.
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THE ANGELUS REVISITED

Advent marks the beginning of a new
Liturgical Year in the Catholic Church.
Like the New Year which our calendars
present to us a month later, it may be a
time for looking back as well as looking
ahead.

So often things we do repetitiously
lose their significance. Either we take
them for granted and become desen-
sitized to their real meaning, or we drop
them altogether. People who live near
one of the seven wonders of the world,
like Niagra Falls or the Grand Canyon,
do not even notice their awesomeness,
while others travel thousands of miles
Just to see them.

At times our prayers become so
commonplace, that we come to lose
sight of their meaning. That may be
especially true of a beautiful, centuries-
old prayer known as the ANGELUS.

It was a time-honored tradition for
churches to mark the hours of 6 a.m.,
noon, and 6 p.m. with the ringing of the
Angelus bells. Millet, the French artist,
captured this devotion in an inspiring
painting appropriately entitled: ANGE-
LUS. It portrays a couple in a field with
a church in the background. They have
faid their implements down and have
their hands folded and heads bowed,
obviously praying.

Ringing the bells for the Angelus
is/has been a reminder to offer this pra-
yer. Unfortunately, in some localities,
that is prohibited today.

Contemporary believers might recon-
sider the value of the Angelus. Actually,
it is a daily reminder of the Incarnation
as well as a daily - or thrice daily -
reminder to evangelize...to “get the
message of the Incarnation out to all the
world” as Jesus had commanded his dis-
ciples to do before he ascended and

returned to the Father. He (Jesus) had
completed his assighment and reminded
his disciples and through them all who
would follow him, that it was now
THEIR responsibility to proclaim his
message.

Let us briefly review the message of
the ANGELUS. Actually, as you will
note, it is contained in its entirety in the
first chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke,
verses 26-38. As we reflect on the AN-
GELUS, we might consider each stro-
phe interfaced with Faith, Hope, and
Love.

“The Angel of the Lord declared to Mary,
and she conceived of the Holy Spirit.”

ft took a tremendous amount of
FAITH for Mary to receive this challen-
ging message. It takes faith on our part
to believe what God has told us, or is
telling us right now.

Close on the heels of whatever we are
asked to believe, comes fear. So it was
with Mary, She was frightened by the
message. We would do well to trust in
God when we are faced with challenges
that seem insurmountable. Because Ma-
ry agreed to be a significant part of
God’s plan, the history of the world was
changed. She is a model of faith and
courage for all of us.

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Be is done to me as you have said.”

This second strophe focuses our atten-
tion on Mary’s virtue of HOPE. She
wasn’t sure of the details, but agreed to
do God’s Will.

St. Paul tells us: *“Hope is not hope if
the object is seen...” In other words, we
are called to hope without knowing
what will happen or when. We, like
Mary, are asked to surrender; to trust
unquestioningly that “God will pro-
vide.”

Needless to say, that is not easy. We
want to know the results before we
begin to risk. In Mary’s case, and
frequently in ours, we are called to
simply follow God’s lead--through
peaks and valleys, through darkness and
tight.

For those who place their hope in God,
the end result is far greater than
anything they might have anticipated or
imagined. Let us try to pray daily: “Be
it done to me according to your word
(plan).”

“And the Word became flesh
and dwells anong us..”

And so it happened...the Son of God
assumed our human nature and became
one of us. The course of the world was
changed ALL because Mary, the simple
girl of Nazareth said “Yes” to a message
shte could not understand. She believed;
she hoped; and LOVE became incamnate.

Before the liturgical changes of
Vatican II, those who prayed the An-
gelus regularty knelt at this point as they
were reminded of the sacredness of the
Incarnation.

During this Advent Season let us take
time from the busyness we have created.
Let us remember that Christmas was
simple, but we have complicated it. Let
us focus on the Faith, Hope, and Love
Jesus came to bring us. Let us be for-
ever gratcful to
- God our Father, for sending His Son to
redeem us;

- Jesus for assuming our nature and
redeeming us;

- The Holy Spirit for espousing Mary;

- Mary for saying “Yes” with Faith, Ho-
pe, and Love.

Sister M. John Vianney Vranak, SS. C. M.
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