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AUSTRALIA

10 April, information from Mr.Jan Green through
PhD.Milan Valach:
Direct Democracy
www.DirectDemocracyForum.com

(Excerpts) “The Independent Gangsta Party Inc.
www.theigp.org

Here is an interesting democracy web site and orga-
nisation. It is promoting voter participation directly
in 1ssues, which is supportive of my slogan "Every
person a member of the legislature!”, and appears
supportive of ideas such as direct democracy. The
website 1s appealing to a younger demographic and
includes snippets of good music (not dorky music)
and speech and links to a lot of your direct democ-
racy related websites as well as bite-sized links into
issues designed to get people thinking. ....”
“E-Democracy Meetup http://e-democracy. meetup.com
“International E-democracy Meetup Day in 7
Days™ This is a site that promotes e-democracy
advocates to meet-up in person at small venues in
localities around the world at a specific time and
date (in the local time zone). Thursday, Apr 17 at

6:00PM (3¢ Thursday of every month) in your
local time zone. (Which I guess means 1t 1s a bit less
than seven days for a meeting held in Australia or
New Zealand.)

Don’t forget if we have not heard from your direct
democracy organisation in some time, please let me
know of any noteworthy developments and we will
see if it can be included in the next update!
Regards, lan Green Subscribe: ddf-subscribe@yahoog-
I0UPS.cCOm

Direct Democracy Forum htip://ac.com.au/ddf

List archive
Post for consideration by moderator: ddf@ao.com.au

EUROPE

4 March, Mr.Viadimir Rott wrote, “From a Swiss
point of view, such an absolutistic relic, this 1s out-
rageous. It should be so from each citizen's view as
well.

Fwd: bhttp://www.euobserver.com/index.phtm|?aid=9058
SUPPRESS CIVIL SERVANTS  IMMUNITY
Franck Biancheri - “Democracy is not only about
elections and choosing lcaders. It 1s also very much

Forum update -

http://eroups.vahoo.com/group/ddf

about the ability of those leaders to command the
bureaucrats and the administrations.”
EUOBSERVER/SALT&PEPPER - “At a time
when major transfers of power are being prepared,
from national to European administrations, it is
more than necessary to check whether all conditi-
ons are met to ensure that these administrations are
not beyond citizens reach and accountability.

(It is necessary) ... to impose the people’s choices;
as well as the guarantee for the citizens that admi-
nistrations are not safe-havens preserving bureauc-
rats from justice.

This part of the democratic process tends often to
be forgotten although 1t is as vital as free elections.
Indeed, totalitarian states or dictatorships can only
survive because of a strong complicity between
leaders and bureaucrats, against the people.

EU civil servants are not submitted to the law as
normal citizens are.....

EU leaders are afraid of raising this question with
EU civil servants .....”

5 March, information from Mr. Viadimir Rott:
CALL FOR AN “OPEN EUROPE” launched by
the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) and
Statewatch. > Read more, sign online at
http://www.statewatch.org/secret/call. htim

“A new code on the citizens” right of access to
documents in the European Union is currently
being discussed by the European Commission, the
Council of the European Union and the European
Parliament. In the “corridors of power” in Brussels
the positions of these institutions indicate that they
seem more concerncd with establishing rights for
themselves (through so-called interinstitutional
“deals™) than for the citizen.

These essays have therefore been written to encou-
rage a much wider debate throughout the whole of
civil society so that its voice can be heard in a way
that cannot be ignored. Access to documents in the
EU is not a “gift” from on high to be packaged,
sanitised and manipulated, it is a “right which is
fundamental in a democracy”. Tony Bunyan,
Deirdre Curtin and Aidan White, Introduction to
“Essays for an Open Europe”.

Read more, sign online at:

http://www.statewatch.org/secret/call.htm
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