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System Integrity Flaw Discovered at Diebold
Election Systems:
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stori

ttp:/fu i .nz/doll
htip://www |ostpassword.com  http://www.zip-repair.com
Diebold - The Face of Modern Ballot Tampering
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/HL.O211/SQ008 [ .htm
Senate Ethics Director Resigns; Senator Hagel
Admits Owning Voting Machine Company
http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/steries/HLG301/S00166.htm
and a few more.
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11 July, a letter from Mr.John Suhr: , Attempting
10 restore the discussion to DD, or EDD in this
case, this site may be of interest: htip://www.majority-
voice.com It may be similar to Vivarto, but does
have the advantage of being free (for now, any-
way). Thanks to Mirek for noticing and posting it.
Steve Magruder also has a new version of D2 up:
http://discuss.democracy2.org

15 July, a letter from Mr.Mark Davey:. ,Secret
Group Manipulates Vote Machines®
<?xml:namespace prefix=0 ns= ,,urn:schemas-mic-
rosoft-com:office:office’>

,»The widespread use of electronic voting machines
has severely undermined the integrity of elections
in the United States. Behind the companies that
make the voting machines is a small and secret
group of men, including a well-known U.S.
Senator.*

Extract:

,»As a result of the 2000 election fiasco in Florida,
expensive electronic voting machines have replaced
paper ballot voting systems in a growing number of
jurisdictions across the United States. However, the
electronic touch-screen voting and ballot counting
machines lack the transparency and credibility of
hand-counted paper ballots. Furthermore, troubling
revelations about the people who are invested in the
companies that make these voting machines raise a
host of serious questions about the condition of the
democratic franchise in the United States.*

4 April, a letter sent by Mr.Evan D Ravitz to the
P2DDlIntra discussion channel: ,,Nebrasca DNC
Call For Audits of Voting Machines To Democratic
Partners in Leadership. This is an urgent message to
alert you to a major crisis facing our Democratic

system. Vigilance has always been required to pro-
tect our voting rights and the ballot box from cor-
ruption. However, the use of computers to record
and count the votes has created a major new pro-
blem. Today votes can be stolen electronically with
software planted in the voting machines. It only
takes one person to change the election results for a
whole state.” .....

19 July, a letter from Mr.Evan Daniel Ravitz to the
P2DDIntra discussion channel:
I put the excerpts from Fossedal” s book - better

formated - on my website at
www.vote.org/Fossedal .htm

CANADA

4 October, a letter from Mr.George Sagi, MS: It is
my pleasure to announce the publication of my new
book THE DREAM. The book can be ordered via
the Internet store of  hup:/www.menatlrobinson.ca
Search by Author”s name: George Sagi  Price:
Canadian $ 23.95 plus shipping cost (you will be
advised on line or by email). My royalties are offe-
red to the Canadian Cancer Society and the Red
Cross.

Payment by credit card on line, or may send chequ-
es or bank money orders to:

McNally Robinson Booksellers, 1120 Grant
Avenue, Winnipeg, MB, R3M 2A6, Canada
Review by Dr.Miroslav Kolar: ,,George Sagi weaves
a fictional story of the struggle for genuine demo-

cracy in the 215t Century. It is not a political scien-
ce book, it is actually a genuine science fiction
book. The book is really based on a dream - to
acquire technical means to simultaneously destroy
all the militaries, all the weapons in all countries of
the world. It is a dream that many readers will
undoubtedly identify with.

The book starts with a series of frightening histori-
cal events of the future that sweep civilization to the
brink of destruction. The book” s heroes, a small
group of dedicated democrats, save the world from
devastation and establish genuine global democra-
cy. Many readers will probably question the ap-
proach they used: worldwide coup d” etat to impo-
se from above a transitional political system that
should educate the masses and lead them into genu-
ine democracy.
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Suddenly, a man pushed her to the floor and stab-
bed her to death. Imagine the scene: A helpless
woman lying on the floor and evidently being mur-
dered in full view of people gathered around.
Nobody interfered, nobody tried to help her, nobo-
dy tried to pursue and catch the killer who managed
to disappear (1111111177777). He was eventually
arrested a few weeks later, after a large-scale inves-
tigation. The murder got enormous publicity in all
media. All politicians and even journalists appea-
ring on TV were wearing black clothes and black
ties. The murder was called ,,a national trauma®.
During the ,.five days that shook Sweden®, all other
news receded into the background, suggesting that
a top politician is million times more important and
valuable than any ordinary citizen. This s calied
,,democracy*"!

Naturally, I feel sorry for Anna Lindh, but I would
feel equally sorry for any other killed woman leav-
ing behind a husband and two kids. And that was
not all. The next day, inspired by the bombastic
media coverage, a lunatic rushed into a kindergar-
ten and killed a five years old girl. So, in the cour-
se of just two days, the Swedish political system got
two unnecessary deaths on its conscience.

How to prevent a repetition? The analysts mostly
recommended more body guards that should never
leave the top oligarchs unprotected (thus further
increasing the gap existig between us and them).
My advice to the political aristocracy: Stop playing
gods! Become ordinary citizens and introduce ele-
ments of DD into the system - and you will not need
any body guards. I have never heard of any politi-
cal murder in Switzerland. But of course, this is
precisely what they will never do unless forced by
public opinion. Power is sweet and well worth ris-
king one” s own and other people” s lives.

There were speculations about the probable impact
of the killing on the ensuing euro plebiscite. Prior to
the killing, the No-side had had an edge, but it was
now expected that people would vote Yes to show
their sympathy. Not so! The No-side carried the day
by 56%. Among the youngest (18-21 years of age),
66% voted No. Many commentators drew the conc-
lusion: People rejected the Government” s line just
because they were (and are) increasingly fed up
with politicians. To some extent at least, the voting
was a protest. There was a poll asking politicians
and grassroots: Was it right or wrong to let the citi-

zens decide? 52% of the politicians said it was a
mistake. 56% of the grassroots said it was the right
thing to do. In Parliament, the euro adherents have
a majority of some 75%. Among the population, the
adherents are a minority of slightly more than 40%.
This is called representation.

(By the way, Sweden is a hereditary monarchy.
How can a system be at the same time a4 monarchy
and a democracy? It” s either or, isn” t it? So far, the
Swedes have never been asked in referendum whet-
her they wanted to preserve their Monarchy or not.)
The idcology on which the Swedish system is based
is increasingly becoming a farce. On the TV screen,
some 50 people or so (politicians, journalists, uaton
bosses ...), always the same persons answering
always the same questions in always the same way,
are performing a rever ending political soap opera.
Quo usque tandem ...

Several Swedes have already declared themselves
willing to found a DD party on the national level,
something which, in Sweden, would be the only
way to break through the barrier of silence lying
like a dead hand or all individual attempts to put
forward, and at least start a discussion about propo-
sals for reform. So far, no concrete steps have been
taken. But, sooner or later, this is bound to happen.
The scene is not completely dark, though. There is
the IRI - Initiative & Réadslagsinstitutet presided
by Dr.Bruno Kaufmann, one of the most promi-
nent personalities of the European DD movement.
Through his electronic channels and sometimes
even in the media, he supplies those interested with
information about the European Referendum
Campaign and the many referenda that in fact do
take place in Sweden, even if only on the local
level. The latest IRI report brings information about
67 local referendums held between 1977 and 2003.
They delt with relatively marginal issues and were
mostly iniciated by poitticians, not by the citizens.

Dr.Kaufmann brings several recommendations con-
cerning desirable democratization of the system:
1.Introduce obligatory referenda and the right to
popular initiative; 2.Create an independent I&R
authority under the Election Authority; 3.Abolish
advisory referenda and make referenda binding for
the politicians; 4.Establish transparency as to the
referendum financing; 5; Reinforce communal
democracy as well as democracy on the European
level. '

7-



(All these demands are included in the Draft of the
Czech Citizens™ Constitution, but we want to go
farther. JP)

The IRI has also analysed the recent referendum on
the euro and found that on that occasion, the requi-
rement of free and fair election was only partly met.
Dr Kaufmann is active on the European level as
well. The IRI materials mention two recent confe-
rences: European  Referendum  Monitoring
Conference in Tartuw/Estonia (September 26-28,
2003) and The options and limits of direct demo-
cracy in the European integration process
{Brussels, October 9, 2003).

For more information, you can ook at info@iri-sveri-

2E.0rg, WWW.Ir-SVeriee.org, Www.irl-curope.orsg

SWITZERLAND

20 September, information from Mr.Viadimir Rott:
IEW Institute for Empirical Research in Economics
- Working Paper #165 - July 2003: DIRECT
DEMOCRACY FOR TRANS-ITION COUNTRI-
ES by Prof Bruno S.Frey
(http://www.icw.unizh.ch/wplicwwp165.pdf)

UK

26 August, a letter from Dr. Michael Macpherson:
,,It" s commonly argued that referendum is bad for
the country etc. because citizens are of low intelli-
gence .... etc. The vast majority of them, so the cri-
tics, never deliberate on anything. We have argued
against these points many times, often in the rough
and tumble of the Usenet fora, see for example —
Daily Mail ,,referendum® — at
hup:/www.iniref.org/debates.himl

Our ,,Case” for more direct democracy in Britain
and N.reland includes; Information and
Dcliberation. It is often asserted that the direct
forms of democracy such as IRR do not allow ade-
quate consideration of the issue at stake. Agreed, a
rapid process conducted like an opinion survey
might gather many unreflected replies. But that is
not what is proposed here. There are very good
ways to build in plenty of information, discussion
and debating time (summed up as ,,deliberation*)
into the processes of citizen-initiated lawmaking.
For instance ...

Dr.Macpherson enumerates several ways to give the
citizens opportunities for deliberation and to make
these opportunities attractive. All these methods are
valuable and worth using. However, even if they
give all citizens access to relevant information and
open all possible deliberation channels for them, in
practice, only an educated and politically active
minority will use them. The process, even if
improved, will remain biased. Therefore, we insist
on the inclusion of Planning Cells, or at least
Citizen Juries in the I&R process. The PC model,
based on random selectton, cannot be replaced by
any other procedure. So far, its democratic potenti-
al has been underestimated in the DD movement.
(JP)

ISRAEL - PALESTINE

13 October, a letter from Mr.Miroslav Kelar:

.1 have just [istened to the news about a doable
compromise agreement reached secretely in Jordan
after long months of negotiations between repre-
sentative groups of Israclis and Palestinians, not
connected officially to their respective govern-
ments. Then an interview with one of the Israeli ini-
tiators/negotiators of this initiative followed. He
said they are now planning to distribute the agree-
ment to every citizen of Israel and Palestine, ex-
plain it by all means available, and to demand a
referendum on this initiative. It looks to me like DD
(I&R) in practice, started almost from the grass-
root fevel. It looks very exciting.”

AUSTRALIA

9 October, information from Mr.Miroslay Kolar:
http://www.plebs.org.au - Australian attempt at Direct
Participation. An organisation seeking to imple-
ment a model of direct democracy in the Australian
Parliament.

Claudio Bernardinatti, c.bernardinatti@uws.edu.au

TAIWAN

12 QOctober: Mr.Dane Waters and Dr.Bruno
Kaufmann participated at a discussion about [&R
published on TZaipei Times, commenting on the
Government” s proposal of a referendum law.
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EUROPE

21 September: M1.Paul Carline wrote, ...."We (i.e.
those who have the energy and commitment and
vision of a different kind of European communi-
ty/family of nations based not on competition, but
on solidarity and mutual support - at least that” s my
vision!) should “~ do something” to create an alter-
native to the technocratic, undemocratic, business-
oriented organisation which the EU 1s/has become.
My own suggestion would be that we (i.e. the mem-
bers of the ~ democratic community” of Europe -
those who espouse thc fundamental principles of
democracy (which would have to be clarified and
agreed upon) could create an alternative * People” s
Convention” whose task would be to draw up the
alternative constitution.*
29 September. Mr.George Kokkas wrote, ,,...we
are proud to announce you that after six months of
deliberation and research (since the Barcelona
Forum held by IRI there on March 28 this year -
and during the Citizens” Assemblies, held parallel
to the last European Summit in Chalkidike, Greece,
. up until now) we formed finally (Wednesday,

Sept. 17" in Greece) the Network calied
»~Democratic Euro-Vision® with the aim to enforce
the following instrument of the European Civil
Societies in the Constitutional Treaty, through the
Intergovernmental Conference beginning its work

on October 41, .. Please comment on the following
initial text and join our efforts: EUROPEAN Civil
Society” s ASSEMBLY for SOCIAL MONITOR-
ING

(Those interested in the idea and wanting to read
the text outside the cicdd channel, please contact
Mr. Kokkas.)

22 July, information from Mr.Ronald Pabst: A
British campaign to hold a referendum on the
Constitution - see  http:/www,vote-2004.com

26 July, information from Mr.Heiko Dittmer:
Eurobarometer -
http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion/flash/f1142 con-

vention.pdf
Quotation: ,,Over 80% of citizens across the 25

European countries positively perceive the idca of a
referendum on the draft Constitution.”

GLOBAL DD

16 July, excerpts from a letter sent by Mr.Syd
Baumel to the Simpol discussion channel:

.My point is that politics has to catch up with the
fact that we now really are a global village, not just
metaphorically, but thanks to telecommunication
technology - especially the internet - literally (and
virtually). ...

We have the means for direct democracy, and we
don” t need permission to begin exercising it in an
unofficial, ,,if we build it, they will come,” soft
power way. George Monbiot recently proposed an
elected World Parliament; but for now we the peo-
ple could build a Yahoo! of world democracy and
let anyone and everyone - individuals, organizati-
ons, corporations, politicians - with ideas and inter-
est come to discuss the business of the world and
any of its regions and locales, propose policies, vote
on them, and present the results to the official poli-
tical powers that be as an increasingly reasonable
facsimile of the sovereign will of the people. In
time, these people”s parliaments, councils, or
assemblies could vote to be granted official politi-
cal status and power and, if necessary, take to the
streets to get it.

This just in ...

People” s Disarmament Bill Passes by a Landslide
New York (Rooters) - The Pecople”s Global
Parliament voted today by an overwhelming majo-
rity in favor of the Universal Disarmament Bill. The
Bill would see the phased global dismantlement and
criminalization of all weapons of mass destruction
under the supervision and oversight of ,,an empo-
wered United Nations inspection and monitoring
agency.”

In a voting process that lasted 21 days, 27,836,045
registered members of the People”s Global
Parliament {PGP) - nearly 75% ot the PGP~ s mem-
bership - logged on to the Internet-based c-democ-
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racy website at www.globalparliament.org
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