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can add into our general information section.
Although we are based in London we are hoping to
bring various direct democracy groups together,
from around the world as there is growing interest
1n the subject.

For correspondence please contact me at:
tone.one@btopenworld.com

20 June: Mr.Bernard Clayson sent round a letter
summing up the various fields of DD activities and
their various aspects. Something to keep pondering
over and consult from time to time!

18 July: A letter from Mr.Bernard Clayson sent to
the democracy-europe discussion channel:

“Dear all, I have set up an email group at
International-Democracy{@yahoogroups.com [t 18 an o-
pen group i.e. anyone can join. The description is
"“The global discussion and application of democ-
racy’. You can join by ‘clicking” on Intematignal-
Democracy-subscribe(@yahoogroups.com”

A new idea has already appeared in this channel:
Established organizations like the ERC try to push
through the opportunity for the citizens of all EU
countrics to vote ‘yes’ or ‘mo’ on the EU
Constitution. But this is not enough. The citizens
should also obtain the opportunity to examine the
draft, submit it to deliberation, and propose a-
mendments, if they consider them necessary.
There are plans to form a special citizen group for
this purpose. (JP)

AUSTRALIA

10 July: An information from Prof Lyn Carson,
the University of Sydney: “The website for ACTI-
VE DEMOCRACY has moved from
http://www hydra.org.au/activedemocracy to
http://www.activedemocracy.net Would you please up-
date your link or your list of websites? I apologise
for any inconvenience. Many thanks. Lyn
Carson”

19 July: A letter from Dr.Doug Everingham:
“1.The WSF may be the world’s best joint project
of non-profit, non-government groups seeking a
fair and sustainable world order.

2. Such joint action may hasten and broaden “trip-
le bottom line” practices - allowing social and en-

vironmental aims to regulate or replace the world’s
dominant principles of economic growth, profit
and under-regulated markets.

3. We are building registers of citizens and groups
who combine to draft more democratic laws and
rules. We encourage governments and corporati-
ons to adopt such measures. We declare preferen-
ces for conforming election candidates, while
recognizing that many democratic reforms can on-
ly be safely implemented when most rival govern-
ments agree to act simultaneously - because
corporate power in control of currencies, credit
and job creation can cripple economially a country
that moves alone to regulate companies for social
and environmental reasons.

4. Decision-making groups should aim to be of
manageable size, each group including members
of other groups to form networks of related speci-
al interest groups with each other and with other
levets of administration and representation.
Consensus in joint decision-making should be a
common objective, Where this fails the group
should try to negotiate consent. Majority votes
may be necessary, but may be accompanied by mi-
nority comments.

5. This 'nested networking” of non-governmental
networks will also seek constructive liaisons with
private enterprise and governmental groups.
{Practical examples of such deliberative and deci-
sion-making principles are given in writings of
Shann Turnbull, Principal, International Institute
for Self-governance, P.O.Box 266, Wooollahra
1350 Australia; e-mail stumbull/@mbal 1963 hbs.edu
Also writings of the Sociocratic Center

htip://www.sociocracy,biz

SWEDEN

Recently published: (in Swedish; 80 pages)
/See the next page/

Contents: 1.A summary of the Western World's
political development since Antiquity to our time;
2.The Twentieth Century’s General Trends:
A From objectivism to subjectivism, B.From col-
lectivism to individualism, C.From conflict to co-
operation

The following cultural spheres are examined: geo-
metry, physics, sociology, psychology, social psy-
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Thus, the first step is the establishment of a
Community of World Citizens (CWC), i.e. of peo-
ple committed to the above statement. Joinig the
CWC only entails:

The signature of a statement of world citizenship.
The acceptance that the community of world citi-
zens constitutes a legitimate and proper arena for
making and debating propositions and nominating
and electing.

No obligation to participate in any of the above
process, but acceptance of the right of any other
world citizen, group or organization to be contac-
‘ted and asked for opinion, vote or participation.
No conflict with other nationality, political mili-
tancy, or association. World citizenship 1s added to
other levels of affiliation, never suppresses them.
Being included in the public registry of world citi-
zens and acquiring a registry number.

A world citizenship card. ......

Conclusions

We think this is a simple proposal that requires on-
ly more and more people signing up as world citi-
zen. This is an easy, free process with a minimum
of political ideological commitment. Groups, poli-
tical parties, and non-governmental organizations
can either continue to function as before or take
profit of the new audience provided by the CWC,
perhaps converging with other organizations.
Initiatives, nominations, votes and other actions
will exist only inasmuch as people are active in un-
dertaking them. Representatives will exist only if
nominated and elected. Their role and force will
depend on the number of world citizens and the
quality of the debates.”

http://cwe betterdemocracy.net

The idea of World Citizenship is not new. Already
i the 1970s, I was approached by one of its advo-
cates. However, in the pre-internet age, this idea

had no chance of succes. In the 215t century, the si-
tuation is very different. Mr.Ortegas initiative 1s
certainly worth of all support it can get. (JP)

GREECE

23 July: A letter from Mr.George Kokkas: “.... |
wish to inform everybody in the DD scene that we
finally had approximately 4,000 votes for our
“European Sympolitia, Direct Democracy” Party,
that participated recently in the European

Parliament elections! The choice of the Greek vo- -

ters was among 29 political parties, including the
big parties holding power! Since a lot of voters en-
courage us to continue this attempt, is there any i-
dea for capitalization on this first presence in
elections, especially during the Olympic Games
next month in Athens ... or during the procedures
of ratification of the European Constitution?”
George, please accept my congratulations on be-
half of the DD community! Jiri

SINGAPORE

6 August: A letter from Mr.Erik Lim: “I am Eric
Lim from Singapore, a tiny initially unwilling
country with a current local population of about
3.2 m people. '
We have constitutionally inherited the Westminster
Parliamentary system of government from
Bernard’s country with the expiry of colonialism
in our region of the world following World War II.
Since then, we have evolved into a parliamentary
system of government with the ruling party having
overwhelming control of the Parliament with 82
out of the 84 ‘elected” Members of Parliament
(MPs) currently. Many of the MPs of the ruling
party come from walkover uncontested constituen-
cies.

We have a strong and effective government for e-
conomic growth and social orderliness, but our
Constitution could be amended with two-third par-
liamentary majority and had in fact been amended
many times over the last 40 odd years of our his-
tory.

We were often told in the past and are therefore fa-
miliar with the best reasons why “western” democ-
racies could not work in most parts of the world,
especially those with the far eastern cultural heri-
tage. :

So for global democracy to grow and thrive, it
must be relevant to all people in the world, it must
address the fundamental problems of the people a-
nywhere on the Planet Earth, of society and of go-
vernment, and it, therefore, must be shown
convincingly to be workable: a safe democracy
with an effective government.

A careful analysis of the issues involved would un-
failingly point to the problems inherent in the e-
xisting political systems.
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~ In this connection, Bernard has unknown to me,

for many years already, presented before us a New
Political System with ideas and concepts boldly
free of the existing political systems while I have
been in search of a New Political System for the
Information Age (currently at Draft #05) for the
past few years.

('Bemard” means Bernard Clayson. JP)

CZECH REPUBLIC

On 17 November 2004, The Association for a bet-
ter life plans to hold a demonstration on the
Vaclavské Nameésti (the heart of Prague) to protest
against the corrupt post-communist regime of that
country. A DD information leaflet is sheduled to
be distributed.

RUSSIA

30 June: A report sent to us by Mr.Miroslav Kolar:
“Yesterday, pres.Putin signed a Referendum Law
for Russia. To hold a referendum, 2 million signa-
tures in the whole Russian Federetion are needed
and at least one half of the regions have to be re-
presented.”

EUROPE

15 July: New submission to http://democracy.mko-
lar.org/newURL htinl

LINK: http://www cafebabel.com/en/dossier.asp?id=116 -
Cafe Babel on e-politics and DD.

27 July: A letter from Mr.Heiko Dittmer sent to
European activists:

“Dear friends, some of you might have had pro-
blems with the attachment in the note from Bruno.
Please find hereafter the invitation also as an im-
bedded text.

By the way, some of you might already know that
there will be also a (European Citizens” Initiative
Right) project planning meeting on Monday,
October 11, 13:30-17:30, near to the European
Parliament, For your involvement and more infor-
mation concerning this project planning meeting,

I'll personally stay in contact with you.”
INVITATION & ANNOUNCEMENT: THE EU-
ROPEAN CITIZENS" INITIATIVE RIGHT - IN-
TO NEW DEMOCRATIC TERRITORY

Dear colleague, we would like to invite you to an
international seminar on the European Citizens’
Initiative Right, Art. 46.4. in the new EU Treaty.
With this new instrument, the citizens of the EU
will for the very first time have the opportunity of
submitting a proposal for a new European Law to
the Commission.

However, Art. 46.4., only describes the basic prin-
ciples of this new democratic instrument - the e-
xact details, including the numbers of countries
from which the signatures must be gathered and
the range of issues which the initiative right will
cover, will be part of the upcoming pre-implemen-
tation process, which will start after the signing of
the new Treaty by the EU Heads of State and
Government on October 29 in Rome.

You are most welcome to join the work and dis-
cussion around one of the most innovative ele-
ments of the new Treaty by joinig us on
MONDAY, October 11, 2004, 9.30-12 am.

In the European Parliament in Brussels, Room
P5SB0O01.

At this seminar you will recetve an introductory
presentation on the options, limits and challenges
of the new European Citizens” Initiative right, as
well as a presentation of various perspectives by
representatives of the EP, the Commission, acade-
mia, the media and NGOs. You are most welcome
to offer your viewpoints and to take an active part
in the concluding discussions at the seminar,
which can mark the departure into truly new de-
mocratic territory.

Please let us know a.s.a.p., but at the latest by
September 17, if you are able to join us by sending
an e-mail to info@iri-europe.org .

Address your feedback, comments, proposals or
questions to kauwfmann@iri-europe.org -

Yours sincerely, Bruno Kaufmann, President,
Initiative & Referendum Institute Europe, www.iri-
europe.org & Diana Wallis MEP, AEDL, United
Kingdom; Jo Leinen, MEP, ESP, Germany, Jens-
Peter Bonde, IND/DEM, Denmark; Michael efler,
Coordinator, Democracy International.

4 August. PRESS RELEASE by IRI Europe:
IRI Europe Launches New Briefing Service on
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