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CANADA

19 June, information from Mr.M. Kolar:

“LINK: http:/fville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?
_pageid=3036,3377687&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL-
The Montréal Charter of Rights and Responsibilities is in force
since January 2006. It covers democracy, economic and social
life .... The Charter is ... the first of its kin in North America ... It
encourages citizens” participation ... and enshrines some social
and economic rights ...." ... “This charter is also the expression
of the grass-root calls that the right of people for true local self-
government be fully recognized .... “

MEXICO

28 July, information from Mr.Bruce Eggum: “l offer this
information on the People of Oaxaca Mexico who are demanding
“Direct Demacracy” for themselves. ... * Mr.Eggum quotes the
letter received from Mr. George Salzman (george.salzman@
umb.edu}: “.... While the corporate media in the U.S. focuses
our attention on the slaughter in Lebanon, the remarkable
popular rising of the majority of people in the State of Oaxaca
is receiving scant if any notice. But in the long run ite impact
may be enormous, because what is at stake is not merely a
political change of who control the hierarchical governing power
structure, but doing away entirely with that hierarchy and its
coercive power, replacing it with an entirely different form of
government. The article, A few of many strands in the struggle
for life with dignity: Palestine and Oaxaca, and now Lebanon,
and ‘is at hitp:/isite.www.umb.eduffaculty/salzman_g/
Strate/2006-07-27 .htm

GERMANY

23 June, information from Mr.Ronald Pabst. NEWSLETTER
#16

Contents:

0) Editorial: Campaign (Info about recent activities and
successes of Mehr Demokratie)

1} How to Build an Organisation

2} Oneseat.EU

3} Berlin: Reform of Direct Democracy

4} DI-Book Project: Update

5) Athens: European Social Forum

6) ECI-Campaign

26 Juli, information from Mr.Ronald Pabst: NEWSLETTER
#17

Content

0) Editorial: A Visit from Bhutan

1) Report: Democratisation from Above

2) IRI Asia: Report on Direct Democracy

3) South Tyrol: Struggle for More Democracy

4) New Convention, New Supporters

5) ECI: Supporters Wanted

6) Germany: Fair Election Law

{Quotation):

....... “A foew weeks ago, a visitor from Bhutan came to Cologne,
Kinfey Dirji, editor of the newspaper Kuensel, visited Germany.
He wanted to learn how the Germans handie democracy. We
had the pleasure to welcome him because he wanted to know
more about NGOs promoting citizens participation. But we also
iearned from him.“ ....

The fuli text of Mr.Pabst’s Newsletters can be downloaded
from

hitp:/fwww.democracy-international.org

UKRAINE

Recently, a group of students living in Kyev have founded a DD
organization called

Academy of Direct Democracy (see http:/iwww.freewebs.com/
academydd)

On 30 July, Ms Maria Ivanova, chief executive, a student of
political science, wrote, “.... My organization is very young,
existing only for 3 months, and we haven’t got any external
financing yet. We tried to get some grants but the procedure is
rather formal and bureaucratic, so it takes some time. ....”

On 7 August, Ms Ivanova explained, “.... So what we are doing
now is conducting the discussion {as far as we can reach,
via internet) about the creation of one all-Ukrainian youth
parliament. This will contribute to the increasing of the number of
the citizens participating in the state decision-making process,
which is driving us closer to the participation of ALL citizens in
the decision-making process, which is DD actually” .... Mainly,
peoplé don’t take DD seriously. My older colleagues are like:
“OK, children, ptay here with your DD and we’ll do the real
things.” ...”

I (JP) mentioned that in our European network, there is only
one prominent international female activist, i.e, Filia, to which
she replied, “This is really strange as all girls are active here
and take part in numerous events and do their best but in the
end, boys get to the top of all organizations, groups, parties etc.
In our youth parliement project, | ve suggested to guarantee
the 1:1 representation of both sexes and you know what
I"ve got? A hot discussion on the subject that it is unfair and
discriminative. ..... “ (Comment: | believe that the requirement
of complete equality of both sexes is the obvious standpoint of
all DD people. JP)

CZECH REPUBLIC

The voter turn-out in the June 2006 parliamentary election was
about 67%. Some say 63%. Owing to the anti-democratic and
discriminative 5% threshold, no DD party succeeded to get at
least one MP. The co-founder of DEMOCRACY (see previous
information), Mr.Peter Czasch, decided this time to promote
the Common Sense Party which seemed open to DD ideas.
Mr.Czasch invested 2,5 million Czech crowns from his own
pocket {about 70.000 euro), which was all he had. if there
were more people like him, the years of oligarchic rule in that
country would be numbered. Thanks to his effort, the Common
Sense Party obtained about 25,000 votes, i.e. about 0,5 % of
the electorate, placing itself to the top among smaller parties. It
was not enough. The smaller parties together gained about 6%.
The war goes on ...

Mrs.Jarmila Kubatovais presentingforthe Czech DD community
an Internet-based Voting System. It is an ingenious combination
of book-keeping and electronic technology. It contains two
ideas which, to my knowledge, have never been proposed or
tried in any country so far: 1.The direct inclusion of economic
incentives in the voting procedurs; 2.Special authorization for
experts in the respective field to cast advisory votes concerning
bills, before the voting in Parliament or referendum.
The procedure would be as follows (summary): Before each
election, all qualified voters receive an envelope containing:

A list of all parties and candidates who run on that particular
occasion

An election bank draft consisting of two identical parts

Detailed etection instructions
The drafts would be anonymous, containing only a serial number
- 2 PIN code, hidden below an effaceable foil. Combined with a
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proof of identity, the voter’ s signature, and the post office’ s or
bank’s rubber stamp, each draft would constitute the value of
100 crowns (about 3 euro). The voter would fill in the number of
the party or individual candidate he/she votes for.

Behind the screen he/she would rub off both foils, keep one of
the parts and cast the other one inte the ballot box. The 100
crowns - the value of his/her vote - would be transferred to the
respective party or candidate. The hundred crowns reserved,
but not used by the person who abstained from voting, would
be transferred to the State.

All votes would be stored in the internet and each voter
would be able to check that his’her vote has been properly
registered.

Mrs.Kubatova's proposal contains detailed descriptions of
the procedures involved. To me, the proposal seems to be worth
of serious consideration. Obviously, it would have to pass muster
in the judgement of many more people. it will be presented at
the next meeting of True Democrats. (JP)

Election Bank Draft

100K¢

100K¢

—
—
L]

3.

BELGIUM

23 June, information from Mr. M.Kolar:

LINK: http://www.democratie.nu - Democratie.Nu

The movement for (direct) democracy in Belgium, formerly
called "WIT".

EUROPE

11 August, information from Mr.Leopoldo Safgui: The most
recent activity of the forums at European Constituent Process
has been

Everyone’s a Citizen, Baby
http://europeanconstituentprocess.net/phpBB2/viewtopic.,
php?t=49 anddetto ... t=50- 53 ...

EUROPA-MAGAZIN 1/2006 hitp://www.europa-magazin.ch
published by the Forum fiir direkte Demokratie

“Das Forum fir direkte Demokratie ist eine Uberparteiliche
Bewegung von Leuten aus dem dkologisch-sozialen Lager, die
der offiziellen EU-Politik gegenuber kritisch eingestellt sind.”
Articles:

Kleine Lander und die Entscheidungsprozesse der EU - ein
paar dénische Beispiele

irfand - ein Kfeinstaat in der EU

An interesting quotation, showing the real motives: “Minister
als EU-Gesetzgeber

Wenn der EU-Beitritt fUr kleine Staaten ein Verminderung
ihres Einflusses bedeutet, warum treten sie dann bei? .... Der
wichtigste Grund besteht in den Ambitionen und im Eigennutz
der nationalen Politiker, der sie gegen die Intressen ihrer
Bevélkerungen handeln lasst. .... Auf der nationalen Ebene
kénnen die Minister zur Verantwortung gezogen werden. Kan
man die wichtige Politik jedoch nach Brissel verschieben, wird
der fragliche Minister, im Heimatland Teil der Exekutive, zum
supranationalen Gesetzgeber auf der EU-Ebene, einer von
25 Mitgliedern des EU-Ministerrates. Sie kdnnen gemeinsam
Gesetze tur 450 Million Europaer hinter verschiossenen Tiren
erlassen, oft auf der Basis von Paket-Ldsungen, wobei die
Grossen der européischen Welt ein Ubergewicht haben.”
Demokratie oder Mitmischen der schweizerischen “Elitent” in
Briissel

Buchbesprechungen, Kurzinfos .............

L ‘exemple de fa directive sur fes services

Die Folgen der EU-Mitgliedschaft: das ungarische Beispiel
Der Bock als Gértner

Kurzinfos Varia

THE WORLD

4 May, information from Mr.M.Kolar: “I recommend you to visit
the Spanish site

http://www.worldvotenow.com  On 15 May, they organize a
Glohal E-Voting Simulation as a practical proof of the fact that
the technology needed for “more direct” democracy is already
available.”

Discussions about how to organize WDDM are going on. On 12
May, Mr. Bruce Eggum wrote, .... “WODM could be more secure
and responsible if WDDM were a non-profit organization which
could solicit funds from the public, maintain a bank account,
and be accountable. This requires a structure {accountability)
which is also required by most if nat all nations to license an
organization.

Please note, the organization can be structured so it is
accountable to the members, such as a cooperative model
instead of a hierarchical model. The structure is determined in
the “constitution” or “charter”.

This all follows the intentions of the Prague Conference here:

http://www.world-wide-democracy.net/thirdconf/wddmeo.html
| suggest we carry this conversation on at the Forum

http://www.world-wide-democracy.net/forum

25 May, Triaka sent round a proposal concerning “The
Constitution of United Diversity - The World Cooperative”.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/uniteddiversity
“DECLARATION - The CONSTITUTION of UNITED DIVERSITY
is a voluntary Universal Agreement of, by, and for Individuals
everywhere which, by popular acceptance and in harmony with
the Natural Laws of the Universe, is hereby declared Supetior
to all other Governmental Constructs.”

On 12 June, Triaka sent this letter to the CICDD discussion
channel:

“Aloha! My perspective is that no government or political system
is "ethically valid” without one’s UNFORCED, EXPLICIT,
DIRECT ’consent and support’.

No existing nation-state on earth meets this criteria. For an
ethical new beginning, there is The CGONSTITUTION OF
UNITED DIVERSITY” (see above} “What say you? Goodwill to
you, Triaka”
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