
DD or e-DDD?
Among the activists and theorists (whose number 

increases all the time in the whole Western world) who 
want to reform the so called representative “democra­
cy”, there are two, to some extent competing, currents: 
the l&R approach and the Deliberative approach. The 
former considers the Swiss system as a model and an 
ideal. The latter seeks inspiration in various sources, 
from ancient Athens to American electronic town meet­
ings. It seems that the l&R people want to exclude 
the advocates of deliberation from the DD movement, 
pretending that only l&R deserves to be called direct 
democracy. This is a very deplorable standpoint.

In Sweden, some twenty years ago, there was a 
referendum (a plebiscite) about nuclear energy. Shall 
we go on producing it indefinitely, or shall we succes­
sively close all nuclear plants? The latter standpoint 
prevailed. In the meantime, global warming began to 
influence public opinion in favor of the use of other 
energy sources than oil, gas, and coal. Nuclear ener­
gy turned out to be an attractive alternative. Most 
Swedes now want to keep it, but the decision-makers 
are hampered by the referendum. Advocates of the 
establishment say: This shows that direct democracy 
is no good. This is only an extreme example of par- 
ticratic demagogy: By picking up an untypical, isolated 
situation, they try to discredit the whole idea. Argu­
ments of this type, using crazy examples to brainwash 
lazy and poorly informed minds of the majority, are 
prevalent in the media. Serious DD theorists are boy­
cotted and silenced. The undemocratic rule of party 
elites is allowed to rave unopposed. Mainstream poli­
tical “scientists” call particracy “responsible govern­
ment”, suggesting that DD is irresponsible.

On the other hand, obviously, qualified decisions 
about most issues do require knowledge that average 
citizens do not have. Such knowledge can be obtained 
using deliberative processes - planning cells, citizen 
juries and scientific deliberative polling. But such pro­
jects cost money that can only be supplied by politici­
ans. Evidently, politicians will not finance deliberation 
which questions the very system. Dozens of planning 
cells have been organized in continental Europe, but 
only concerning politically innocuous issues - a park 
here, a bus station there, a road, a construction pro­
ject and the like. Consequently, orthodox l&R people 
seem to believe that it's only such issues that are suit­
able for deliberative projects and that deliberation is 
irrelevant for the lofty idea of l&R. As a matter of fact, 
deliberative approaches are opening a Pandora's box

What Are the Main Elements 
of Deliberative Democracy 
(Quoted from the Journal of Public Deliberation, 
www.auburn.edu/jpd)

At present, there is no single, universally accepted definition of 
“deliberative democracy”. However, there is substantial agreement 
among those who study and practice it that it is a form of democra­
tic self-governance in which public decisions are shaped through 
public dialogue and deliberation among citizens rather than solely 
through adversarial debate among politicians and elected officials. 
Democratic public deliberation requires that citizens (a) have an 
equal opportunity to participate in the process (if only by having an 
equal chance to be selected as part of a representative sample); (b) 
have ready access to relevant factual information and a wide range 
of viewpoints and arguments about the issue; (c) have adequate 
time to reflect and talk about the issue or problem; (d) are aided by 
experienced, non-partisan facilitators who help the group work to­
wards a generally shared judgment about how to resolve the issue 
or problem.
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of structural reforms of corrupt, decaying particratic systems, 
changes inevitable in the long run.

With all respect and sympathy for Switzerland, we should 
understand that the Swiss DD- based system was develo­
ped in small communities of a simple society which no longer 
exists. Owing to a long, unbroken tradition and a unique poli­
tical culture, the Swiss system still works very well. However, 
efforts to transplant one element of that system - the l&R - no

matter how essential for Switzerland itself - into other par­
ticratic systems, without complementing them with structu­
red, informative deliberation, might be not only ineffective, 
but directly counter-productive. The claim that DD is tanta­
mount to l&R alone opens the field to all sorts of demagogy 
and paralyses serious democratic development. Let's forget 
about prestige, let's join forces! We have not much time if our 
civilization is to survive..

INTERNATIONAL
USA
12 December 2007, a letter sent to the world-wide democracy, 
net discussion channel by Mr. Daniel Rosen:
“I was an independent candidate in the election, a member 
of no party. In the U.S. the two main parties are a lost cause, 
as any sentient being knows. As for third parties which might 
conceivably interest me, I have explained for example to the 
Greens that I would personally NOT be a member of any party 
that does not use new technology to implement direct democra­
cy within its own procedures. There is absolutely no reason for 
any organization at any level of society (unions, environmental 
and consumer groups, etc) to delegate uncontrolled power to 
leaders and administrators.
In general, however, I think political parties are merely a 
necessary function of outdated and obsolete politial technology. 
It is important to note in the American context, that the framers 
of the constitution viewed political parties, which they called 
“factions”, as the ultimate political vice. History has demon­
strated their sagacity in this and other respects.”
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12 February 2008, a letter sent by Mr.Roy Daine to the CICDD 
discussion channel:
http://www.myverdict.net has been asked to be the focal point 
for the 'Great Direct Democracy Experiment', an attempt to 
select a candidate for public office FROM the people, using the 
' Active Democracy' system outlined at - 
http://www.myverdict.net/articles/intarticle.php?ariclelD=11 
The right of people to self-determination, is enshrined in inter­
national law as an inalienable right. This right flows to the peop­
le and not to nations or governments.
But no community anywhere, at any time in history, has been 
able to exercise this right.
In all societies, power, initially, has been taken by the strongest 
and any democracy has evolved.
The internet gives us a tool, at last, for finding out the opinion 
of everybody, on every issue, at every level of society and any 
community can now exercise their right to self-determination. 
Understandably, governments have failed to capitalise on this, 
as there is no statutory duty, at least in the UK or USA, to take 
any notice of the people (representatives represent constituen­
cies and NOT constituents).
Only one website - http://www.myverdict.net - exists for the pur­
pose of finding out the views of everybody, on every issue, for 
every community.
As well as a democracy section, where users can put any qu­
estion to a vote, based on their area of residence, myverdict.net 
has article, news and forum sections, for over 25,000 adminis­
trative divisions in every inhabited country.
In addition to being a political site, focused on the idea of direct 
democracy, users can post on any topic, in categories deci­
ded by the user. If you have anything to say, you can say it at 
myverddict.net.
Best Regards Roy

12 January 2008, information sent round by Mr.Miroslav Kolar 
- new submission:
Democracy by the people is a newly formed DD advocacy 
group in the U.S. We are currently launching two websites in 
the form of blogs:
1. http://www.democracyby thepeople.blogspot.com/

- to focus on DD in the USA
2. http://www.delaesquinacaliente.blogspot.com/

- to examine DD worldwide)
We have also built a webpage on which we have compiled over 
600 links by country to Direct/Participatory Democracy and Ini­
tiative and Referendum related websites and articles.

22 January 2008, a letter sent by Mr.Lee Gottlieb: (see this 
Newsletter, September 2007)
“I've been in Florida for the past month and expect to be here 
for another two. True Democracy is still trying to see its day in 
this state as witnessed from the article in the St.Petersburg (FL) 
Times which claimed that advocates of the Florida Hometown 
Democracy petition ran into a brick wall in their efforts to get the 
amendment on the November ballot.
Four weeks before the February 1 st deadline for amendment to 
reach approval for the ballot, the Secretary of State shut down 
the computer system used to tally signatures as they are cer­
tified by county election supervisors. It meant petition groups 
went blind and couldn't tell how close they were to meeting the 
required number of signatures.
In addition, business opponents offered petition gatherers three 
times as much money to switch sides and sent out a mailer 
to petition signers warning: “unless you want higher property 
taxes, higher utility bills, and Forida's scenic beauty destroyed 
by Big Developers, you will certainly want to revoke your signa­
ture from the petition.” 
How about such fear?”

24 January 2008, a letter sent round by Mr.Evan Ravitz.
“Folks,
I've submitted Sen. Gravel's National Initiative for Democracy 
for our next president's agenda at the new webside On Day 
One.
Please give it a 5-star (or whatever you think) rating, comment, 
or Digg it at:
http://www.ondayone.org/node/246
Thanks for your help! Evan “

Read the excellent Citizen Power Magazine (http://www.citi- 
zenpowermagazine.net/)
A sample.

http://www.myverdict.net
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12 December 2007, Mr. Miroslav Kolar drew our attention to 
2 new websites:
http://gov21.org - Governance in the 21 Century
“This is a far-reaching and comprehensive description of a 
method of direct democracy and its implementation at all levels 
of government - its advantages, its benefits, its challenges and 
its implementation.”
http://www.historyandissues.org - Louisville History 
Louisville History, Issues, Participation (DD)

17 December 2007, new submission to http://wwwdemocracy. 
mkolar.org/MessBoard.html
Announcement: Book Review
“I've been writing a book on how to achieve direct democracy 
for large scale populations. It's been a process that has taken 
quite a bit time. Book reviews to see where I went wrong or 
where I need to clarify. This is my voice against the world of 
republics so that one day the dawn will come for real democra­
cy. I need your help. I don't know how else to say it. For those 
who are willing my email address is pure democracy®yahoo, 
com. Thank you all.”
Michael Stansfield, United States

UK
18 December 2007, article published in the Journal of Public 
Deliberation:
New British PM Wants National Citizen Juries to Discuss 
Constitutional Reforms This Coming Year by
Jim Snider
(excerpts)
“Great Britain's new Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, in his July 
3 speech to Parliament on parliamentary and constitutional 
reform, said that he asked his Justice Minister to hold series 
of public meetings throughout the fall to discuss constitutional 
reform. In his remarks, he specifically endorsed citizen juries, 
as a preferred method of involving the citizens of UK directly in 
this process.
To further underscore his commitment to using Citizen Juries for 
such macrochange, he personally visited a Citizen Jury being 
conducted in Bristol on September 6, 2007. This one was dis­
cussing various issues in the British educational system. Brown 
is seen in a video clip on YouTube being involved in the delibe­
ration process with the citizens. He notes that issues from the 
use of the internet as an educational tool through obesity would 
be addressed well by Citizen Juries and that his government 
intends to listen to the results. Search YouTube “Gordon Brown 
Citizen Juries.”
The new Prime Minister seemed very serious about closing the 
persistent “democratic deficit” that the EU seems unable to do 
much about...............”
“.... In Britain we have a largely unwritten constitution. To 
change that would represent a fundamental and historic shift in 
our constitutional arrangements. So it is right to involve the 
public in a sustained debate whether there is a case for the 
United Kingdom developing a full British Bill of Rights and 
Duties, or for moving towards a written constitution....... .”

22 December 2007, information sent round by Dr. Michael 
Macpherson through Mr.M.Kolar s Meeting Place:
“EXTRACT
http://www.iniref.org/latest.html
“The countries of the british isles and the UK as a whole are 
near the bottom of the league table in citizens' (direct) democ­
racy CDD (see Table, ...). Way, way ahead of the UK are coun­
tries of the Baltic, several east-european countries since 1990,

Italy, Ireland and Lands of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
The headings in the Table clearly indicate what is meant by 
CDD (see also definition, 1).
Now that an early general election has been fought off and we 
find ourselves in the continuing mid-life crisis of a third con­
secutive Labour Party government, it is time to take our mag­
nifying glass in order to search the utterances of opposition, 
government, and their thinker-gurus, for serious proposals of 
democracy reform...... .”

GERMANY
Zeitschrift für direkte Demokratie 4/07
Contents:
Aktuelles
4. Notizen aus den Bundesländern
5. Aktionen rund um die Demokratie
Bundesländer
6. Thüringen: Erfolg für Volksbegehren
7. Hamburg: Volksentscheid vorerst gescheitert - wie weiter?
9. Berlin: Kampagne für Wahlrechtsreform läuft an ...
10. NRW:Demokratiereform als müder Hüpfer
11. REPORT NRW: 66.153-Meter-Lauf für Wahlrechtsreform
12. BaWü: Volksentscheidsbilanz & Demokratiegurke
Europa
13. EU-Reformvertrag: Was is das eigentlich? 
KONTROVERSE zur Verfassungsbeschwerde
16. Pro: Michael Efler & Roman Huber
17. Contra: Roland Geitmann & Franz Thedieck
18. Warum wir von einer Verfassungsbeschwerde Abstand 
nehmen. Gerald Häfner
22. EU-Referendumskampagne II läuft an. Thomas Rupp
IM Fokus
24. Vorratsdatenspeicherung und EU. Gerald Häfner
MD intern.............................

CZECH REPUBLIC
7 - 9 December 2007 a meeting of the nascent DD party The 
Democracy Movement was held at the town of Karlovice, the 
home town of the chairman, Mr.Petr Czasch:
On 12 February, we received the information that the Move­
ment has been formally registered at the Ministry of Interior. 
The democratization campaign can now begin!
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EUROPE

THE WORLD
29 December 2008, a letter sent round by “ASCOP”: 
Peoples Congress Consultative Assembly ASCOP 
News release No.: a7-08
1. A citizen network has been created in Liege.
At Liege, on the 3 and 4 November 2007, during the Peoples 
Congress session, a working group has proposed to work on 
the LINKS to advance our common globalist ideas to see one 
day Institutions and a democratic World Parliament represen­
tative of all the peoples of the planet. In order to advance our 
ideas, we have to convince, create relationships, connections 
with the people who live by our side. A citizenship, a civism 
and global solidarity are meaningless unless they translate into 
citizens' initiatives at the local level that give reality to our ideas. 
It's on the ground of everyday life that we must lay the founda­
tion of our group work to advance our ideas in the heads and to 
see them materialize at the polls.

This network is a credit to ASCOP http://fair-ensemble.pver- 
blog.org
2. A new member organization of ASCOP
Welcome to the association “Act For Human Rights”. The asso­
ciation works for the promotion of human rights from the globa­
list point of view.
http://www.recim.org/ascop/agirdh-fr.htm
3. 1948-2008
A public debate will soon be organized on the Internet to pro­
duce together a statement which will be broadcast on the occa­
sion of the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Invitation and details in the next message.
With regard, Daniel www.recim.org
P.S.: At the very beginning of the year 2008, a new message will 
present the organization of the debate on the Universal Decla­
ration of Human Rights.
www.recim.org/ascop/agenda-an.htm

5 January 2008, a letter sent by Mr. Jim Powell to the WDDM 
discussion channel:
“I have been working within my community in South Africa on 
the local organization. I have found that the web site is not that 
frequented but when emails are sent there is a better respon­
se.
I would suggest that the initiatives and the ensuing discussions 
be broadcast to those who would want it. This widens the distri­
bution of information.
It is interesting that generally the initiative and referendum pro­
cess is generally better supported in Switzerland than voting for 
a representative.
Politicians are the employees of the voters
Regards Jim Powell”

21 January 2008, information sent round by Mr. Mikael Sten- 
borg concerning the current situation on the global democrati­
zation front:
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Category Site Name
; View j < Edit Clone Export

Title ____ _ _____ _ Avcrapc ».alinq^ Created _________ ÜHi

P^GfcMDemocracy Portal ' —” 72 7 wwřs 7/»trr ago 5

World Democracy Info 625 ««s*> 3 *ys «S« 4

the work! Democracy Portal 62 ?^^2touragS 5

The World Oemoaaw Campaign 60 nwÄsS^ysa?» 7

United Humw 60 ’ C23 **^5 Ays «so »

Vera Human 56.6667 7 .»oMs 1 du 800 6

One Human One vote 55.7143 7 weeAs 7 day ago 7

Nsw World Democracy 52 7 *^76 d»</s ago 5

Kunlabori 46 ' € aeeAs 5 days ago 5

Ths Earth Federat,on 45 5 weeAs 2d tours ago 6

unity in Diversity 40 33 wee*s 4 *ys ago 4

SHE NAME ENOMODEMOCRACY 40 5 wwdt* 20 tours ago

Coalition for a World Parliament and World Democracy 36 73 weersJ Ays ago 5

vote Globally 32.5 6 w«*s 5 days agg 4

United individuals 32.5 X^^sSAys^ 4

Website / movement name - Unity in Mutoplioty : Multiplicity in Unity 20 8 weeks 5 da/s ago
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SIMPOL
4 January 2008, a letter sent round by 
Mr. John Bunzl: (excerpt)
“Due to the very hard work of a number of 
Adopters, Simpol continued to make good 
progress, managing to sign up a number 
of new MPs from around the world. We've 
also further evolved our policy develop­
ment process. But we will have to do far, 
far better if we want to solve global pro­
blems......
2008, I believe, may well be the year in 
which citizens are finally driven to unders­
tand that no one is in the cock-pit of the 
global economy and that if global problems 
are ever to be solved, WE CITIZENS - and 
no one else - will have to take charge. Our 
extraordinary success in getting all sorts 
of MPs from diverse countries to sign the 
SP Pledge shows that Simpol qualifies it­
self as one practical method or process for 
achieving that aim.
But whether it's Simpol or some other 
method, no method can possibly suc­
ceed unless WE, each of us, makes an 
extraordinary personal commitment to do 
all that we possibly can to help our cho­
sen method(s) to succeed. After all, it is 
just BECAUSE it all seems so remote, so 
unlikely, so long-term and so seemingly 
impossible that success demands more 
than mere effort; it demands absolute fai­
th and commitment. It demands that we 
have faith in human goodness and in our 
capacity as citizens, against all the odds, 
to come through.”
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