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important matter of policy, or assign low priority to another. By
formulating a proposal and collecting an agreed number of en-
dorsements. members of an eiectorate can put the proposal on
the public agenda. obliging parliament to debate and decide on
the proposal, and if need be triggering a decision by the whole
electorate in a referendum ("ballot™}.
b} The Veto-Rederendum, the "brake”. may be used to strike
out part of a faw. annul a law or block a government faw be-
lvre it comes into effect. For current gavernment law, usually
an agreed number of signatures must be collected within a tew
months. in order to usher in a referendum on the legislation
which has been challenged.
¢} The Recall is a form of Citizens™ Initiative which can lcad to
the sacking of an MP (or councillor} in the period between nar-
mal elections. A proposal to "recall” the elected representative
must be endorsed by a large number of members of her or his
constituency. A successtul "recall” must usually be followed by
a by-election.
These procedures of democracy are of course not meant to
replace. nor would they weaken, parliament and government.
It is of intercst to note that the Conservative and Liberal Dem-
ocratic parties have repeatedly promisced to devolve power to
ihe "lowest possible” level. After gaining power the Conserva-
tve/Libdem coalition put forward some surprisingly advanced
proposals for improving democracy in Britain. For instance, the
coalition agreement among other related ideas promises:

We will give residents the power to instigate local referen-
dums on any local issue.

We will give residents the power to veto successive council
lax increcases.
- We will bring forward casly legislation to introduce a power of
reeall....
Elsewhere David Camecron promised to introduce “The right
to initiate local and national referenda” (" Fixing broken politics
speech May 2009).

R R s e

It 1s by no means certain that the Con/Libdem coalition is sin-
cere ahout the above described reforms nor is it clear that their
teaders can realistically hope ta deliver in the face of anticipated
opposition from their own back benches and elsewherc. They
need our help and encouragement!

Those many citizens [mare than seven in ten adults accord-
ing to surveys) who yearn for pecople-powered demacracy in all
parts of the UK could rise to take these politicians AT THEIR
WORD.

Moving our countries, cities, towns and districts towards real
"democracy-by-the-people” is not a party-political issue. What-
ever your political views, so long as you want better demaocracy
then please join in yourself or support others who actively cam-
paign.

Further information:
http:ifcampaigniordemocracy.org.uki/directdemocracyexam-
ples?

http:/fwww2 prestel.co.ukfrodmell!

I&R - GB Citizens” Initiative and Referendum Campaign for di-
rect demaocracy in Britain

hitp:ivwawwiniret.org

Germany

Mehr Demokratie Magazin 3/2010 (new format)

Contents:

Bundesléander - Stuttgart 21. Kampagne im Saarland.
Landertelegramm. Votksentscheid in Bayern, Etfolg in Rhein-
land-Pfaltz!. Reform der kommunalen Direktdemokratie
Europa: Brussel bremst, Die Ausgestaltung der Europédischen
Blirgerinttiative

Titel: Die Ignoranz der Politik: Volksentscheid in Hamburg
International: Mehr Zeit. weniger Geld. Direkte Demokratic in
Kaltfornien

Bundesweiter Volksentscheid: Wie erreichen wir den bundes-
weiten Volksentscheid? Strategie-Diskussion

Omnibus fur Direkte Demokratie: Volksinitiative "Schule in Frei-
heit”

Kurz notiert: Turbo-Abi, Pac-Man und Hundekot

Themen: Gegen kaufliche Politik, Atomenergie, Thema fur
Volksabstimmung?, “Sic beginnen mich zu hassen”. Jahresta-
gung "Demokratie und Geld"

Wissenschaft: "Der Knall hat eine reinigende Wirkung”, Direkte
Demokratie in der Schweiz, Finanzielle Auswirkungen der di-
rckten Demokratie, Neue Studie

Lesebriefe

MD Intern: Ergebnis der Mitgliederurabstimmung, Einladung
zur Bundesmitglieder-versamlung

USA

Recently, Mr.l.ee Gotilieb sent us new materials produced by
the American Institute of DD, including the dralt of a new Con-
stitution of America. Should such a Constitution be adopted in
the USA, the world would be very ditferent from what itis now. A
quotation from the accompanying letter:

A Direct Democracy associate. Roger Rothenberger, has said
it best: “Everyone knows there are serious problems. but. un-
fortunately. everyone has a different solution.” It's time that
those of us who are concerncd with the direction humanity (s
being taken by our rulers learned to compromise.

As | see #, in the United States. there are three steps to be tak-
en to transform representative democracy into true democracy
beginning with the truth that the U.S. conslitution 1s a contract
between thirteen states, but a DD constitution would be a con-
tract between 300 million people.

1. A program of education must be initiated to inform the gener-
al public of the differences between representative and true de-
mocracy, and the benefits to be derived by working citizens from
a DD form of governance. (The institute of Direct Democracy’ s
Chapters For Change)

2. A process must be available that will allow all Americans to
choosc between representative demaocracy and true democra-
cy. and to change their constitution. {Senator Gravel” s National
Amendment to the Constitution}

3. A program of education must be initiated ta teach the gen-
eral public how they must function as the sale decision-makers
in their new political system. {Professor Dienel” s Planning Cell
System via Chapters Far Change}

To show the warld the scrious intent of DD peaple. | believe
similar programs should be inttiated in all countrics that have a
DD organization.
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