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Information from Or. Michael Macpherson - I&Rgb

10 mars: (excerpt} “We - that” s the democratic we, not the royal
;*) - have tried for some years to “sell” citizen-led democracy i
and r etc., DD) to active people and groups. One approach was
to suggest DD as a “plug-in”, maybe that should now be an
“app”, for other campaigns.” ...

20 mars: {excerpt) "Here’ s the paper about DD in 5 countties:
via hitp://www.iniref.org/learn.html click: DOWNLOAD A
PROOF COPY

[deas for action:

1) hittp://www.iniref. org/brainstorm.html

2) http://www.iniref.org/start-up.htmi

3) A BROCHURE WITH PROPOSALS AND RESOURCES
"Democracy Within Reach”

http://www.iniref.org/reach,pdf

4) Ways to learn more and to get invoived
http://www.iniref.org/mitarbeit. html

3 aprit. ANTI-CUTS? FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC DIRECT
DEMOCRACY

follow external links
Economic and financial democracy by citizens
Super-Campaign for people power / more democracy
Street protests, cuts and How to Win
Demo, London, Alternative for finance policy and public
services?

You can comment at:

DEMOCR@CY FORUM

F ook

Contact via http://www.iniref.org

5 aprit. (excerpt) New Recall Campaign: Please help build
momentum

“Our democratic system desperately needs reform. Unlock
Democracy are one of the leading organisations campaigning
for the Yes vote in the coming AV referendum in May. However
there are other crucial reforms that we must also campaign for.”

9 aprif. See EDM 1253 Recall of Elected Representatives at
Parliament” s web site.

“A cross-party group of MPs from four (1) parties so far signed
up to this “early day motion” in the House of Commons, several,
so it seems, in response to the Unlock Democracy appeal.”

14 aprit: (excerpt) COPY OF LETTER FROM INIREF POSTED
APRIL 13th 2011 .......

Re. Localism Bill Part 4 - Community empowerment Chapter 1 -
local referendums Clause 53 Application to parish councils
“Dear Mr. Pickles and colleagues,

We understand that it is the intention of the Minister to reform
the regulation of referendum democracy at the level of parish.
We have already submitted a memorandum about the Localism
Bill to the Public Bills Committee (1) and wish to present here
some recommendations about parish democracy.” ..............
22 aprit. (excerpt) "Iniref, the Campaign for Direct Democracy
in Britain, has called for lobbying and campaign action for
instance at general election times and aiming to improve
government law which regulates the procedures of democracy.
Recently we drafted a call to lobby the Communities minister to
improve his localism Bill (see 1. in "Read more”).” .........

24 aprif: {excerpt) “Statement of our aims in this rapid survey:
As a campaign we of I&R - GB at iniref.org advocate the
introduction of citizen-led direct democracy (CDD) at all levels
of government. We regard a combination of direct democracy
with existing forms of indirect, “representative” democracy to

be the best known realistically achievable system of iegislation

and government. So we measure the promise and apparent

intentions of political parties against this “gold" standard which,

although probably not perfect, is “state of the art” governance”

e (Follows a survey of the scottish political parties

approaching a Holyrood election 2011:)

Scottish Conservative Party ..............

Greens Scotland ............

Scottish Liberal Democratic Party ......ccccoeeeneens

Scottish Labour ...............

Scottish National Party ..................

None of these parties promises to introduce CDD in the system.

No wonder, all traditional parties are by nature anti-democratic.

{J/P) However, I1&R - GB has found at least one party which

promises to infroduce CDD - citizen-led direct democracy,

namely

United Kingdom Independence Party .............

17 may, a letter addressed by 1&Rgb to “Citizens of the UK,

Experts, lobby groups, Members of Parliament, UK (personal

mail or message)

re: Localism Bill: Call to Improve Referenda and Parish Polis
see: hitp.//www.iniref. org/referpolit.htmf

SWEDEN

22 mars: 1&Rgh wrote: “Democracy reforms in Sweden offer
guidance for Britain; Stronger rights of electors to govern
their own affairs now anchored in constitution

For the around 300 local authorities and 26 regions the Swedes
introduced from the beginning of 2011

t. Citizens’ law-proposal (initiative)

2. Right {improved) to demand a plebiscite {decision by the
electorate, “referendum”).

These changes strengthen the role of citizens in regionat and
local government. Before this reform there was a citizens’
right to demand a referendum but this could be refused by the
governing authority.

Swedish attention to detail for good governance is illustrated
by some accompanying innovations. They propose to build a
“comprehensive direct-demacratic infrastructure” (Kaufmann),
with local advice centres for voters who wish ta contribute
to governance and exploit their new democratic rights. Also
planned is a national institution for politica!l participation, which
will inform citizens and support and encourage the newly
introduced “direct” democracy.

The rules for citizens” initiative and referendum were laid down
by revision of the constitution of state which came into force in
January 2611

"Summarised from: Bruno Kaufmann, "A more democratic
Sweden”: Demokratischeres Schweden md magazin Nr.88,
1/2011 published by mehr-demokratie.de”

Note: A step in the right direction, but still insufficient. To be
effective, these reforms would have to be generally known and
presented in the mainstreamn media. But in them - so far not
a word. Anyway, a truly democratic constitution would have to
be conceived, authorized and if necessary amended directly by
citizens. Political parties should not be allowed to do that. (JP}
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