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the gall of a Speaker, who stood up and criticized the President
for creating deficits. The President can only proposs a budget.
He cannot force the Congress to accept it

The Constitution, which is the supreme law of the land, gives sole
responsibility to the House of Representatives for originating
and approving appropriations and taxes. ...”

“It seems inconceivable to me that a nation of 300 million
cannot replace 545 people who stand convicted — by present
facts — of incompetence and irresponsibility. | can’t think of a
single domestic problem that is not traceable directly to those
545 people. ...."

"Above all, do not let them con you into the belief that there exists
disembodied mystical forces like "the economy”, "inflation”, or
"politics” that prevent them from doing what they take an oath
to do...... They, and they alone should be held accountable by
the people who are their bosses, Provided the voters have the
gumption to manage their own employees ... *

Comment: The above mentioned abuse of power does not
concern the 300 miflion Americans only. From their cosy
Washington offices, the 845 persons can adversely affect the
lives of biffions of people round the world. Together with honest
and insightful Americans, these billions should work for a change
of the current American system. Don’t let the establishment,
including mainstream professors of political "science” con you
to believe that what exists now is democracy! JP

CANADA

In the previous issue, we brought an interview given by former
Prime Minister of British Columbia, Mr.Vander Zalm, to Mr.fan
Woods, editor of Global Outlook. The interview continued on
26 august:

Mr.fan Woods: "Hello Mr. VanderZalm, CONGRATULATIONS!
You have won the referendum!!

According to the CBC, just now, it” s the {irst time in history (in the
entire British Empire) that a tax has been reversed by popular
vote! This is indeed a HUGE victory for direct demecracy! Can
you give us your comments? What were the numbers? What
percentage of the population was needed to vote? (| thought
you needed a majority of the number of people who voted in
the last election. According to cbe.ca only 52% voted in this
referendum... or was that quite a bit compared to those who
voted in the last provincial election?}

What are the implications? Might you be coming to Ontario
to rally the troops before our upcoming Provincial election
{October 6) 1o make it an election issue... i.e. Give Ontarians
recall and initiative?

PS | guess you could say that the Angus Reid poll was way off!
I read on cbe.ca that "support for those opposed the HST went
from 82% in July 2010 to 56% this past June.” And yet your
people carried the day”

30 August, Mr Vander Zalm: "Thanks lan, it was a well
organized long lasting event but we had lots of help in the fieid
from thousands of volunteers. The Referendum requires only a
simple majority of those that voted, we had siightly short of 55%
and the other side had slightly over 45%. The number voting
by mail in ballot was 52+ % of registered voters but the mail
ballot showed us what a mess the voters list was in. Probably
thousands were denied a vote in that they never received a
ballot even after telephoning for one.

The government and big business alliance spent, our estimate,
in the order of $ 25 million and we had a budget of 250 thousand
of which we had to pay 25 thousand in hst.

We were out advertised 100 to 1 and most of the advertising
was misleading and false but the checks on this had been
removed by government before it all started.

i do think someone in Ontario should start lobbying the party

leaders for a commitment on direct democracy - initiative,
Referenda and Recall.
Bill Vander Zalm”

BRAZIL

7 august, a letter sent round by Mr. Jonas Liljegren: "Brazil
is using electronic direct democracy on a rather large scale
and has done so for some years now. | think it deserves more
attention,
Http://www.vitalizing-democracy.org/index.php?
page=viewcompiler&id _view=142&menucontext=43

See Recife Participatory Budget.

Over 100.000 people have actively participated in budgeting.
including suggestions, voting, implementation and evaluation.
Both through local meetings and through the web. And this has
been continually improved over ten years. | think that’s worth
looking at.

Hitp://www. youtube.com/iwatch 2v=UHxVi4lyWFo

I’'m searching for more information now. Here is one page |
found: ......
http://www.recife.pe.gov.br/op/
Budgeting

OP is short for Participatory

Here are the actual rules set up for the OP
hitp://www.recife.pe.gov.br/op/regimento_cop.php

And here is, as far as | can tell, a web interface for the actual
voting:

hitp://www.recife.pe.gov.br/op/mapa.php

You can vote a)using a voting box, b} electronic voting machine,
or ¢} through the internet. Maybe also through SMS from a
maobile phone.,

E-DEMOCRACY

29 july. Information from The Friends of Digital Direct
Democracy in Greece:

www.dd-democracy.gr

About us: hitp://www.dd-democracy.gr/article.asp?ld=33

31 july: Information from Mr.Jonas Liljegren, "Electronic Direct
Democracy™
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E-democracy#Electronic_direct_
democracy

"Liquid Democracy” is hidden here:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liquid_democracy#Delegated_
voting

Jonas: http://jonas.liliegren.org/myself/

5 augusti. Information from Mr. Pauf Noflen:
Electronic Journal of e-Government http://www.ejeg.com
Success Factors of Geneva’™ s e-Voting System:;
hitp://www.ejeq.com/issue/download.html|?idArticle=78

20 augusti, Information from Mr.Pauf Noilfen: "The ENA 2011
dedicated forum is activated www.e2d-i.net
www.directdemocracy.be
http://www.participedia.net/wiki/Elsctronic_Direct_
Democracy_-_EDD

www.basicincome.org

13 september. Information from My David Ruescas sent to
e2d-international:

http://www.agoraciudadana.org

The basic text is in Spanish but the mostimportant part — Agora,
a virtual parliament —is in English. Highly interesting!
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