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Session 3: E-Democracy
Chair and presentation: Milus Kotisova
Panel Discussion

Conclusion of the Conference
Chair: Jiri Polak

PARTICIPANTS

International Participants:

Senator Mike Gravel, USA, President of NIC4D

Annie Machon, UK, global investigative journalist

Ero Liivik, Estonia, researcher

Eng.Federico Tonini, Italy, DDEV, President of Democrazia
Federale

Dr.Jiri Polak, Sweden, WDDM, DD EV

Prof.Ted Becker, Auburn University, USA - through skype

Ned Croshy, USA, President of the Jefferson Center — through
skype

Prof.Tomas Ohlin, Stockholm University, Sweden, through
skype

Susanne Haas Lyons, Canada — British Columbia, activist

Czech Participants

Organizers: Ph.D.Marek Hrubec
Ph.D.Martin Brabec
Mgr.Lukas Kantor
Eng.Zdenék Trinkewitz
Mgr.Milus KotiSova

Magdalena Huncova

Michael Hauser

Jan Majicek

Vlasta Habova

Milo$ Barta

Jitl Musil

FrantiSek StoCes

Radislav Kasik

Mikulas Ferjencik

Petr Bajgar

Erik Lesko

Since it was an Open Doors Conference, there were also many
participants from the public.

PAPERS PRESENTED

Ph.D. Marek Hrubec: Models of Economic Democracy

The author discusses three principal modets:

Parecon, i.e. Parlicipative Economics

Enterprise Economic Democracy {contrary to Parecon, it admits
planning to a very limited extent only and leaves most of the
space to the market); Examples: the Cooperative Movement,
Mondragon {in Spain}, Participatory Budgeting (in more than
2.000 towns, regions or institutions in Brazil, Germany, France
and other countries)

Autonomous Economic Democracy (each employee has one
vote; the employees form employee councils, deliberate and
make decisions; they divide profit among themselves, but
cannot sell the capital fundament)

Very interesting paper, relevant for discussions about direct
or participatory democracy because the economic system is
inseparable fromthe political system. Atthe same time, economic
models have been mostly missing in our discussions.
Eng.Zdenék Trinkewitz: Financing Political Parties and
Regulation of Political Campaigns

The author describes the situation in Czech Republic: The
political scene is dominated by a few maffia-like bosses or

goodfathers. They own the big political parties which are
completely corrupt. They are stealing national property on a
large scale and transfer millions to their secret private accounts
in tax paradises ("tunnelling”). They steer, directly or indirectly,
even the mainstream media.

Franz Isemann, Germany: Antagonistic Cooperation

In Democracies, the individuals and parties have different
opinions, and these different opinions form the basis for parties
and election campaigns. And they remain to be different
opinions of the different individuals and pasties, even after the
elections are over.

Dr.Jiri Polak: Models of Future Democracy (several graphic
models put forward by various political thinkers), Draft of a
Citizens” Conslitution of Czech Republic, several recent
issues of the WDDM Newsletter; What is Democracy?

Dr.Jiri Polak: What is Democracy?

The daily lives of almost all people living in both western and
other countries are paralysed by one of the biggest deceptions
in history: The myth pretending that power exerted by political
parties, whether one or several, is democracy, and that no other
form of democracy is possible in reality. However, many political
thinkers round the world, perhaps especially in the USA, but
also in Germany, UK, Czech Republic, Greece, Italy and others,
are proposing alternative democratic systems where political
parties do not play any dominant role.

Many people pretend that such a radical change is impossible.
To such standpoints we can object that what DD theorists
propose is a change of paradigm and that paradigm changes
do in fact take place when the anomalies threatening the
validity of the paradigm can no longer be concealed or denied.
This is precisely what is happening at present. Let me quote a
few lines from the paper submitted by Eng. Trinkewitz. As the
point of departure, he takes the situation observable in Czech
Republic, but the basic elements are the same in all party
based parliamentary systems. Concerning political parties he
writes, "They are private enterprises from the beginning .... In
some places, the proprietors choose the form of the so called
“steered democracy’, where the family enterprise is not run
directly by the owner, but by hired managers, i.e. professional
politicians. There are also "registered corporations” belonging
to juntas or the Malffia. In our "developed Western countries”,
the vested interest parties often assume the torm of enterprises
incorporate with (fully) limited responsibility. Besides, in our
small Czech Republic, the parties have small membership
bases. Furthermore, each base is divided into a close elite of
functionaries who permanently distribute among themselves
lucrative posts in established institutions and the administration,
receiving high fees, and the party plebs, only needed during
elections. Contrary to the legislation of the EU, these private
entrepreneurial subjects (a petly fraction of the electorate} are
subsidized by the state budget!”

This element of the party-based systems, i.e. Financing
of political parties from public means, is only one of the
anomalies revealing the lie pretending that these systems
are democracies. Even worse is the party-based systems’
participation in wars. People vote for this or that party because
they expect it to guarantee, as much as possible, their short-
term material prosperity. Once elected, politicians pretend that
they got the mandate to start wars abroad or to send citizens
of their country into wars waged by other oligarchies. Wars
are not waged by countries or the people. They are waged by
oligarchies supported by obscure background interests, using
gullible little people as Kanonenfutter. Many people living in
developing countries reject democracy because they believe
that democracy is tantamount to colonialism and imperialism.
War is the biggest crime imaginable. The system enabling the
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Wiebke Hansen: Energiewende und Demokratie
Roland Geitmann. Suttgart 21 - Energie far
Demokratie
Alexander Striimpet: Islands Facebook-Verfassung
Carsten Berg. Der Countdown lauft — sind 20 Stimmen zu
viel?
Tim Weber. Wiedersehen in Karlsruhe
Lina Ben Mhenni: Hoffnung aut Demokratie
Martin Biihier. Vertrauen in sich und die anderen
Gerald Héafner. Wir wollen mehr Demokratie Weltweit

Am 30.Juni wurde in Brissel eine internationale Vereinigung
fur mehy Demokratie gegriindet
Kurt Witheimi: Omnibus fir direkte Demokratie

Mehr

mdmagazin — Zeitschrift fir direkte Demokratie 4/2011
Editorial by Or.Michael Effer
Prot.Dr.Matthias Rossi: Die Blrgerklage
Roman Huber. Der Kasinokapitalismus
Demokratie

Prof.Dr.Christoph Degenhart Finanzkrise und Demaokratie
Fabian Hanneforth: Lektionen aus Kanada

PD Ds. Otmar Jung. Grenzen direkter Demokratie
Buchbesprechung: Ronald Pabst Weniger
wagen?

Interview with Gisela Erier, neue Staatsrattin fus Zivilgesellschaft
und Burgerbeteiligung der grin-roten Landesregierung in
Baden-Wartenberg: Politik des Gehdrtwerdens

Sarah Handet. 5-21 — eine demokratische Bilanz
Landertelegramm

Martin Reyher. Hamburg glasklar

gefahrdet die

Demokratie

The issue comprises 47 pages.

UK

14 October, a letter sent round by 1&Rgb:

"Update on the Localism Bill - Community Empowerment?
October 13, 2011 By Natalia - "During the debate in the
House of Lords this week, the entire chapter (18 clauses) on
referendums has been dropped”

INIREF comments:

The Conservative/Liberal-Democrat 2010 coalition agreement
contains the following clear statement, p. 27,

"We will give residents the power to instigate local referendums
on any local issue.”

What are the promises of our politicians worth? ..........."

6 November: I8Rgb wrote, "For decades, across the world, it
has been accepted and practised that only an electorate ~ The
People — may enact a state constitution. In many countries, a
number of them in Europe, NG change can be made to state
constitution unless (a) the electorate has been informed and
consulted {b) a broad and extended public debate has been
enabled and organised {c} a referendum (plebiscite} has been
held for the final decision.”

Interesting website: http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2011/12/
489675.html
See also hitp./fwww.iniref.org

25 january, Dr. W.Macpherson wrote: "Considering the Quality
of Independence for Scotland

You say you want your Indepe-e-e-endence w-e-e-li you know,
We all wanna change the world...

{After J.Lennon})

The referendum question or proposal — as far as the public

knows in Januasy 2012 — has not yet been finally decided. Let us
suppose that people resident in Scotland are asked to vote for
or against Scotland becoming an independent country. Maybe
after the years of Scottish National Party (SNP) campaigning
the "yes” voters will win in 2014.

And then?

What will we have achieved?

As a Scot, in favour of peoples” self-determination, of power
devolved to regions, localities, above all to citizens, of strong
democracy in the form of rule-by-the-people... (a)... | have my
doubts about the proposed decision lo separate Scotland from
England and the rest of the UK. .....”

"Discuss at our Wordpress blog, on Facebock or in other fora
hitp://iniref. wordpress.com/scotland-quality-of-independence

SWITZERLAND

17 december, information from 1&Rgb: "Electronic voting in the
national referendumm ballot March 2012; Bern, 16.12.2011
- On 16th December for twelve counties the Government
approved the use of electronic voting in the ballot timed for
11th march 2012. About 122,000 voters will be able to vote by
using the Internet, all of these twelve counties have run tests of
Internet voting.”

Europa-Magazin 2/2011: Edito: Pawul Ruppen; Forum: "Die
direkte Demokratie gerat in der Schweiz zunehmend unter
Druck” ............

Herbert Schui. Die deutsche Regierung und die Euro-Krise
Kuszinfos

Paul Ruppen: Euro-Krise — kein Weg aus der Falle?
Buchbesprechungen

Paul Ruppen: Le programme du parti socialiste suisse, | Union
Européenne et le dépassement du capitalisme

Annette Groth: "Festung Europa” wird weiter aufgeriistet
René Roca: Direkte Demokratie im internationalen Kontext
Kurzinfos

SWEDEN

21 November: Dr.Bruno Kaufmann wrote, "The Democracy
Report of the town of Falun 2011 is the first milestone of a long-
term work in our commune. Citizen deliberation and participation
of the inhabitants of the commune in their common affairs is
going to be strengthened. The democracy work is based on
a non-partisan recognition of the importance of democratic
steering tor good society and of the necessity to considerably
strengthen the participatory democratic infrastructure.

The Democracy Report of Falun 2011 brings many proposals
and ideas concerming the areas to be strengthened during the
comming years and the way this aclivity is to be planned and
co-ordinated.

In the spring of 2011, during the continued preparatory work,
all relevant factors will be identified, consulted and included,
so that the final documents — the plan of action, the steering
document and the political platform — wilt clearly and explicitly
describe the continuing work. So that, successively, it will be
possible to fulfil the overall objective put forward by the Town
Counctl, i.e. "to make Falun the best in citizen dialogue”.
Or.Bruno Kaufmann, chairman of the Preparatory
Demacratization Committee and president of IRl — Europe

A few websites suggested by Bruno: {lceland, USA and
Switzerland}
hitp://zocalopublicsquare.org/thepublicsquare/2011/09/21/our-
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http://www.juridicainternational.eu/

SPAIN

26 january, a letter sent round by Mr.Eduardo Robles Elvira
{excerpt): "t am a member of the Agora Ciudadana development
team, the liquid democracy solution we plan to use in the
spanish political party "Partido de Internet”. Here is a detailed
technical article about the system we are developing: http://
www.agoraciudadana.org/2011/09/agora-a-virtual-parliament

ITALY

3 october, a letter sent by Mr.Paul Nollen to e2d- international:
"Hi All, my name is Matteo Martini and | am an Iltalian engineer
working in Tokyo. | am currently in contact with several people
interested in the topic of Direct Democracy and | have tried to
work in this direction myself. | have built up a site for |-democracy:
hitp://www.idemocracy.it/ ..........."

ITALY-UK

3 october, a letter from I&R- GB, "Over a million citizens of
Italy are using their democratic rights to demand a countrywide
referendum.

(The english language "media” prefer to focus on the role of a
single company owner.)

"On Friday, three truckloads of petitions signed by 1.2 million
citizens were delivered to court officials in Rome. The petitions
demand a referendum be held calling for the end of the electoral
system giving the top vote-getting party a bonus of seats in
Parliament.”

Why in Britain do we voters NOT have a similar right to
propose and obtain a referendum®?

Sample report: hitp://newsok.com/article/feed/302625 ”

LIBYA

In spite of the death of Moammar Gaddafi, Jamahiriya - the
Libyan form of direct democracy — is still active. See: http.//
www.elac-commitees.org/

EUROPE

Mr.Cario Marinis, Italy, has written a
Draft of a Direct Democratic Constitution for the European
Union {25 pages)
"Problems cannot be resolved using the same frame of thought
that produced them” Albert Einstein
Contents
1. Preface to proposal for a European Constitution
2. Draft of a direct democratic federal Constitution for the
European Union.
- Preamble
- Chapter | — Authority of the European Unicn
- Chapter It — General provisions
3. Declaration of people’s sovereignty
4. Invitation to all those who want to become sovereign
citizens
5. Experiences of direct democracy

6. Historical curiosity: democracy in early Christian
communities
7. Annex

No web-site or e-mail adress is mentioned. To get in touch with
the author, it would be probably necessary to use Google or
Facebook.

17 february, information from Mr.Ronald Pabst (excerpt): "At a
time when the EU is placing great burdens on its citizens, we
need more European demacracy. Currently the citizens are too
often left on the sidelines. Now we welcome a new proposal to
extend citizen” s rights before the Parliament, but unfortunately
powerful interests want to block it. Together with several groups
from alt over Europe we have started a petition. But we don’t
have much time: the Members of Parliament will decide soon.
Now it"s up to you — the citizens of Europe. If we act together we
may be able to prevent this initiative from failing. At the moment,
this is the only one of the many official EU proposals which
aims to expand citizens” rights in Europe — so PLEASE sign
this appeal from Democracy !nternational.Now." http://wvww.
more-demacracy-in-europe.org

THE WORLD

14 february, information from Mr.Sven Mason (excerpt):
"....you can see a list of projects E2D has recorded at: http://
e2d-international.org/wiki/index.php?title=E-Voting_Taskforce
anddiscussions at http://fe2d-international .org/forum/viewforum.
php?f=10

The E2D members do not have a consensus on what software
is the best, there is a work-group currently in its infancy which
is discussing sharing resources to collaborate on a software
package that serves DD parties: http://e2d-international.org/
forum/viewtopic.php?f=428&t=213

SIMPOL

6 january 2012, information from Mr.John Bunzi (excerpts):
"The Simultaneous Policy (Simpol) campaign is one of the
fastest growing global citizen”s movements. Simpol is how we,
citizens around the world, can use our votes in our national
elections to drive our politicians and governments to cooperate
to solve urgent global problems; problems like climate change,
financial market chacs and social injustice.

So far 25 Members of the UK Parliament and
electedrepresentatives in a number of other national parliaments
have pledged to implement Simpol” s developing range of glabal
policies simultaneously alongside other governments.”
Germany: http://fintegralesleben.org/de/il-home/eia-european
-integral-academy/aktuelle-projekte/kampagne-fuer-simultan-
politik

If you'd like to get involved with campaigning for Simpotf
Germany, please contact Dirk at

-dirkweller- @web.de

Denations at:
hitp://www.betterplace.org/de/projects/8544-simultanpolitik-
kampagne-fur-deutschland

To support the launch, John Bunzl has been invited to make a
keynote presentation at the annual conference of the German
Integral Forum to be held in Berlin, June 2012. For details (in
German), please go to
http://integralesleben.org/if-home/if-integrales-forum/
jahrestagung/if-tagung-2012-berlin/

Global website: http:/www.simpol.org A brand new site is
under construction.

National campaigns: UK www.simpol.org.uk

Australia www.simpol-0z.org
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