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See the discussion from scot.politics and other Usenet groups
via http://groups.qoogle.com/group/scot.politics/browse

16 aprif I&Rgb wrote, "Voters sack MP? [t is possible that the
"recall” (sacking an elected official} by citizens will be introduced
in the foreseeable future.

Firstly, the United Kingdom,

The scandal caused by MPs fiddling expenses (revealed 2009)
caused a feap in public support for the recall. Opinion survey
provided evidence for this. About eight out of ten British adults
were in favour. So maybe political parties and candidates might
consider offering to introduce recall in order to attract some
votes.

The ruling Con/Libdem coalition has tried to take control of the
situation by proposing to intreduce a procedure which would
leave the politicians firmly in control. The coalition agreement
reads, "We will bring forward early legislation to introduce a
power of recall, allowing voters to force a by-election where an
MP is found to have engaged in serious wrongdoing and having
had a petition calling for a by-election signed by 10% of his or
her constituents.” This would place the power to start a recall
procedure in the hands of a committee of politicians, "grandees”,
who would decree if "wrongdoing” had occured. The people of
an MP’s constituency, even if they were badly represented by
the MP, would have no way to start the recall procedure. This
government proposal is "whitewash” and should be thrown out.
An alternative recall bill, which looks rather better, has been
presented in the House of Commons by Zac Goldsmith MP.
Turning to Scetland, we presume (please correct if wrong) that
the recall could be introduced by the Scottish parliament. The
regulations could then be used to sanction (recall) MSPs and
other elected officials such as local councillors. The recall is
a form of "citizens” initiative” and similar to citizen-instigated
referendum. The party in government has in the past expressed
support for this type of democracy: they should be held to their
promise.”

12 aprif. 1&Rgb Newsletter

USA: Occupy movement has helped to mobilise direct

democracy against food giant.
”... public opinion around the biotech industry” s contamination of

our food supply and destruction of our environment has reached
the tipping point. We’ re fighting back. This November, in a food
fight that will largely determine the future of what we eat and
what we grow, Monsanto will face its greatest challenge to date:
a statewide citizens™ ballot initiative that will give Californians
the opportunity to vote for their right to know whether the food
they buy is contaminated with GMOs (genetically manipulated
organisms}.

USA: Interplay of direct and indirect democracy to help tax the
tich?

Millionaire” s Tax on the Way in Califoernia? Backers Make Deal
with Governor Brown. As progressive groups and unions make
a deal to push for a tax increase on the rich coupled with a
small sales tax hike, some wonder if they’ ve compromised too
much.

SWITZERLAND: Citizen democrats decide vital planning matter
(Contrasts with weak and confusing "Localism Act” in England}
After months of anguished debate, the villagers voted in a
referendum last week to stop a Canadian mining company
prospecting for the estimated 31.2 billien worth of gold ore
believed to be lie in seams beneath the surrounding snow-
capped mountains.”

GERMANY

mdmagazin — Zeitschrift fur direkte Demokratie 1/2012
Editorial — Anne Ddnner
Europa ~ Europa braucht mehr Demokratie; Europa in der
Diskussion
Titel — Soziale Exklusion — Was tun?; Ein Klientelverein?
Kurznotiert — EU-weite Blrgerinitiativen; Eura-Rettungsschirm,
Europa-Beitritt
Titel — Spiele firs Volk; Boden fur direkte Demokratie
Bundesldnder - Landertelegramm; Stationen
Demokratiereform; Neue Energie fur Berlin;
Und sonst?

Bundesweite Volksentscheide — Da muss man aufpassen!
Ein Interview mit Hans-Peter Bartels

Ein neuer Weg?; Das dumme Volk?; Ein Kampfer tur direkte
Demackratie
International — Fur ein Weltparlament
Omnibus fiir direkte Demaokratie — Die Omnibus-Tour 2012
MD intern total: 43 pages
4 may: Information sent round by Mr. Viadimir Rott.
Von: Pressesprecherin Mehr Demokratie e.V. (Anne Danner)
<presse @ mehr-demokratie.de>
Betreff: PM  (Pressemitteilung) Piraten
Bundesparteitag (ber direkte Demokratier
“CDU und CSU kénnten bald die einzigen Parteien ohne
Volksentscheide im Parteiprogramm sein.”
Piraten-Antrag zur direkten Demokratie:
htip://wiki.piratenpartei.de/Bundesparteita
Antragsportal/Programmantrag - 003

SWEDEN

Ph.D. Anne-Marie Pélsson, former MP for the Moderate
Party (right-wing), has published a book under the title
Knapptryckarkompaniet (The Company of Button-Pressers).
She shows that inside her party (the others are no different),
only the leadership make all important decisions. Grass-root
members, let alone ordinary citizens, have no say, except
every fourth year during elections. In protest, Dr.Palsson has
left her Party. This is one of many indications of the, perhaps
somewhat surprising, fact: Sweden is even less democratic
than comparable countries.

FINLAND

6 aprif. A letter sent to e2d-internationa! by Mr. Pat Nolfen:
Open Ministry — hitp://www.facebook.com/Avoinministerio/
posts/356327041086274

"In the past month since its launch, Open Ministry has collected
around 140 ideas for possible laws, ranging from legalising
euthanasia to dropping daylight savings.

Finland’ s parliament has said it is open to any proposal with a
minimum of 50.000 signatures, and Pekkanen expects the first
biil from his venture to be voted on in early 2013.

He plans to replicate this system in other countries which have
systems for citizens to propose laws, and said he had his sights
on countries in eastern Europe as well as Spain.

What | meant with replicating the service in other countries
is related to the tact that the Open Ministry / Avoin ministerid
platform is open source under MIT license, so it would be great
if groups in other countries find it useful and launch similar sites
in their own countries.”
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