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Germany, as based on a peculiar Constitution:

Instead of * the promotion of the wellbeing of the people”
according to the oath of office, the parties and governments
exhaust their energy in trying “to calm the markets’;

Social and cuiltural achievements of our people are
being sacrificed to global econemic speculation, sociat care
facilities and infrastructures are being sold, more and more
people are being pushed into precarious life conditions;

Together with the mechanism at the disposal for
decisions about European Stability (ESM), not only astronomic
sums of money are being poured into the banks, but at the same
time, democratic rights and structures are being cancelled.
We are furious because we love our country and do not want to
offer it to the plunder of speculators and casino banks.
However, "Rage and dissatisfaction are not enough; there have
to be concrete consequences”. (Bertolt Breccht)

In our nation, we want to promote and consolidate social and
ethic values ~ solidarity and common good, to anchor them
again as policy and State objectives, obligatory for the citizens.
It is time to dissolve the provisional "Basic Law” (Grundgesetz)
which has been in force since 1249 and repiace it by a
Constitution adopted by free decision-making of the people.
This is what the Article 148 of the Basic Law prompts us to do.
However, only if developed in a broad process of dialogue,
accessible to every citizen, such a Constitution can be
maintained and filled with life by the people.

We call our fellow citizens to such a broad dialogue:

Speak with your friends, family, neighbors and
colleagues about the idea of a society based on solidarity and
pursuing common good.

Form discussion circles in order to put forward
proposals for the development of general framework for such a
socisty. )

Participate in the Constitutional Convention conceived
as citizens dialogue (www.visionspolitics.de).

if you are already politically, socially or culturally
involved with the view of contributing to the common good,
please try to discuss with your colleagues the framework which
impedes your effort and the desirable adjustments.

Please, contribute by your views and ideas to the
Constitutional Convention {www.initiative-verfassungskonvent,
de).

As citizens of this Federal Republic, by means of the "Initiative
Constitutional Convention”, we want to start a citizen movement.
Our objective is to put in place a Constitution guaranteeing
solidarity, justice and common good.

Article 146 (Basic Law)

"This Basic Law, in force after the completion of the unity and
liberty of Germany for the whole German people, loses its
validity as soon as a Constitution is adopted by the German
nation in the course of a free decision-making process.”

This is the path all European nations should set out on. Mere
1&R and Deliberation is not enough. (JP)

INTERNATIONAL
USA

The Citizens Initiative Package

An {ntroduction

Over the past 20 years | have developed and written about
the National Initiative for Democracy, federal (national) meta-
legislation that includes an amendment to the Constitution and
a National Statute that can be enacted inte law by the CItlzens
of any country.

The name, the web and a URL are in the process of being
changed to "Citizens Initiative” which is more descriptive of
the undertaking. We hope to have all the changes in place by
the end of January 2012 permitting us to develop a strategy
to secure the necessary votes via the Internet and a publicly
visible voter solicitation program.

This package includes two chapters from my book Citizen
Power. Chapter 2 presents the concept and the reasoning
behind the Citizens Initiative empowering citizens to be able to
vote on all the issues that affect their lives in every government
jurisdiction of their country. This meta-legislation (fundamental
legislation) permits citizens to address the dysfunctionality
of representative government. There are only two venues for
change: the government, wherein lies the problem, or the
pecple. Unfortunately, the people lack the legislative procedures
that would permit them to enact laws to address the issues that
affect their lives.

Chapter 12 is new scholarship that shows the role of slavery
at the heart of the flawed structural design of the American
Constitution creating a representative government, which has
been copied so extensively around the warld. The Constitutional
Framers failed to keep faith with the moral vision of the
Declaration of Independence, which in essence declared alf
human beings to be equal. The Constitution is haunted by its
undemocratic features that continue to limit the possibility of
Americans having a government "by the People”.

This package also includes the text of the Citizens Amendment
and the Citizens Legislative Procedures Act, plus Notable
Quotes of our Founding Fathers articulating their views that all
future generations of Americans should be able to amend their
constitutions and make laws to address their needs. Since the
Constitutional Framers failed to provide the needed legisiative
procedures in 1787 permitting the people to change their
government without recourse to violence, it is now incumbent
upon the Democracy Foundation to educate the American
public about their legislative powers and how to bring about their
enactment. The Citizens Initiative, meta-iegislation, is presented
to the people in a national election conducted by the nonprofit
corporation Philadelphia II. This legislative undertaking permits
American voters to complete the unfinished work of the Framers
of the American Constitution. With the enactment of the Citizens
Initiative, we seek to bring about a paradigm change in human
governance.

Mike Gravel, November 18, 2011

Excerpts from Prof.Ted Becker' s blog (hitp:/flast-lost-empire.
comvblog/ :
January 2, 2012, by Ted Becker. "Think the 2012 elections
in the USA will be all about Obama and Republicans? Think
again. You're in for some BIG surprises. "
June 28", 2012 by Ted Becker.

ts. Demgnstrati
th ic olitical System
Alright already!! | think |” ve heards just about every "Occupy”
idea there is: Occupy Wall Street, Occupy the Banks, Ocoupy
Congress, Occupy Foreclosed Homes, Occupy College
Campuses, Occupy Factories, Occupy Your Conscience — yes
- even Occupy Mordor. From Barcelona to Bahrain to Berkeley:
Occupy was the key word ... for a while.
But no, "The American Qccupy Movement” is not dead. If you
want to read an excellent analysis of that, here” s Chris Hedge' s
article: "Occupy Will Be Back!”
(excerpt) "In every conflict, insurgency, uprising and revolution |
have covered as a foreign correspondent, the power elite used
periods of dormancy, lulls and setbacks to write off the opposition,
This is why obituaries for the Occupy movement are in vogue.
And this is why the next groundswell of popular protest - and
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there will be one — will be labelled as "unexpected”, a "shock”
and a "surprise”. The television pundits and talking heads, the
columnists and academics who declare the movement dead
are as out of touch with reality now as they were on Sept.17
when New York City” s Zuccotti Park was occupied.”.....

July 27, 2012, by Ted Becker. The First Two American

Well, forget it! Many people will be angry to learn that a
showpiece reform which was supposed to deliver "power to the
people” has been drastically cut back. ...."

21 June, the WDDM Webmaster wrote, "Consensus Decision
Making Seeds for Change - for grassroots campaigners: http://
seedsforchange.org.uk/free/consensus

Democracy Amendment Movements

"The ONLY way to transform the current overwhelming
dissatistaction with American politics and American political
economic institutions into a much more democratic system
of governence at the national level is to pass a SERIES of
Constitutional Amendments to accomplish that goal.

A series of amendments? Is that even possible?

Ahem. Please. It's been done several times in American
history. When did this happen? How about right at the birth of
this nation? ....”

20 July, Mr.Pablo Segundo Garcia wrote: "Two free university
courses. Bestdes learning we can do networking. They issue a
certificate of cornpletion.
Hitps.//www.coursera.org/course/digitaldemocracy

University of Michigan 3 September 2012 J.Alex
Halderman

https://www.coursera.org/course/crypto

Stanford University 27 August 2012 Dan Boneh,

Protessor

I think they are very interesting for our cause. Please
recommunicate (FB, local groups, ...).

And do report back if you take it! | subscribed.”

9 August. A letter from Mr.fan Woods concerning a very
interesting ballot initiative in California:

"Dear friends and family,

Below is a message from the Organic Consumers Association
asking for volunteers for get the word out about proposition 37.
Prop 37, the California GMO labeling law, is touted to be one
of the biggest fights between big money interest who want to
control our food and consumers who want to know what they
are eating and have choice. According to Jeffrey Smith, one of
the leading experts on GMOs, Monsanto”s goals are to control
all the commercial seed in the world in 20 years!

{See hiip://www.naturalnews.com/032826 Monsanto seed
supply.html.) We have a chance to turn their plans around
in Califernia by voting YES on Prop 37. This is why | am
volunteering to work on this issue now as | truly see it as one
of the biggest political action items to date. Thom Hartman calls
this: "a NOW or NEVER proposition.” See:

Prop 37 CA Right to Know Label GMOs - if passed this
Nov it will be the BIGGEST GAME CHANGER for the 99%
EVER!
http://www.thomhartman.com/users/iam4028/blog/2012/08/
prop-37-ca-right-know-tabel-gmos-if-passed-nov-it-will-be-
biggest-game-ch?page=1

Please help out and spread the word and or volunteer: You can
sign up to help at www.carighticknow.org, labelgmos org. or
with the Organic Consumers Association.

Thanks so muchf Hope you can help.

Camille Sauve”

UK

15 May: I&Rgb wrote, "Were you looking forward to getting
together with some like-minded fellow-citizens to start up a
local, district, town or city referendum? New rules for referendum
were promised, to feature in the ruling coalition”s much touted
Localism Act.

22 June, 1&Rghb wrote, "(I&Rgb } presents a chronological
compendium of notes, and comments on press articles, which
ilfustrate how we at Iniref-1&Rgh observed and tried to influence
the fate of citizen’s democracy in the Lacalism Bill...”

2 July. 1&Rgb wrote: Modern Direct Democracy for Scotland
- Questions and answers (excerpts)

V...expressing our political sovereignty, we the peaple
could intervene on important issues which we choose to
select” ......

Question: Iniref says the Direct Demacracy provisions would
apply in the period between elections but | mintrigued as to why
under such a system as Direct Democracy it is even necessary
to have elections or elected representatives. Surely the will of
the people could be heard and enacted by professional civil
servants and legislators and elections themseives become
unnecessary? (even oversight could be done by judges or
appointed commissioners)

Reply. We are not suggesting a sudden, drastic change and
ask you all to consider the case of Scotland. We propose to
integrate a few methods of direct democracy with our existing
system of political parties and parliament. These can be
introduced in a step-wise manner so that the people, the civil
service and politicians can learn to deal with the innovations
in hopefully constructive ways. This modef is well known, tried
and tested in a number of other countries. The use of direct
democratic tools, such as the citizens™ law-proposal or the
veto-referendum, once they have been formally introduced, we
envisage as being optional. So, if a government "forgets” some
manifesto promise, or proposes some action which nobody
wants, or there are unforseen events, then an "initiative” which
could lead to binding referendum could be launched. An agreed,
large number of voter-endorsements would be needed to kick-
start this proccess. ...."

{For the whole text, please contact /{&Rgb)

GERMANY

mdmagazin 2/2012 Titelthema: Europa braucht mehr
Demokratie

Editorial by Neetke Wagner

Contents:

BUNDESWEITER VOLKSENTSCHEID

Halber Durchbruch in Schleswig-Holstein
BUNDESLANDER

Hamburg bekommt ein Transparenzgesetz

"Ich will wissen, was du tust!” - Transparenz im Vergleich
ZIELE 2012-2014

"Die Zeltschniire auf Spannung halten”

TITEL

"Volksentscheid — sonst klagen wirl” - Ein Zwischenfazit
Stationen der Wahlkreistour

Ist das Verfassungskonform? -
Osterreich

WAHLRECHT

Die Burgerklage vor Gericht — Bericht aus Karlsruhe
TAGUNG

"Mehr direkte Demokratie — aber wie?”

Interview mit Ernst Gottfried Mahrenholz

Interview mit Reiner Eihenberger

Berichte aus Estland und
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