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UK

Messages from INIREF.

23 August "While the centre stage of political debate is
occupied by national independence, a platform of groups and
organisations, the Poverty Alliance, reminds us that there are
other pressing problems to be solved.

Among the most effective ways to take part in public affairs are
with the "ools” of citizen-led, direct democracy. These tools
include the town meeting, open to all, the citizens’ proposition,
with which law or policy can be put forward for decision in a
public ballot, als¢ the veto-referendum, which voters can use
to btock unwanted government proposals. More detail about
democracy reform may be found via http://www.iniref.org/ and
arguments for direct demaocracy in Scottand as follows (blog)
and {forum)”.

28 August "Direct democracy DD supporters can use by-
elections to prepare and rehearse our campaign for future
elections.

How?

Demand (or try politely asking) politician-candidates fot election
to our Parliament that they should support our proposals for
reform of our antique democracy. See also our election tactics
for DD

31 August: "Electronic voting in the Swiss federal referendum-
ballot on November 25™, 2012

Quote, translation:

Bern, 29.08.2012 — The government (Bundesrat) has approved
the requests of twelve Cantons {regions) to use electronic voting
in the federal (countrywide) referendum-ballot in November
2012. Around 164,000 citizens will be enabled to vote via
Internet. All of these twelve Cantons have already successfully
conducted trials of efectronic voting.”

14 Septermber. "Referendum about independence but WHY
ONLY THAT?

Scotland, we bave been told, will in October 2014 hold a ballot
to decide whether or not to become an independent country. We
will, probably, be allowed to decide about this important matter
in a "referendum” because we voted into government a political
party which had promised to hold a referendum on this issue.
This sounds reasonable. Other nations and regions have held
ballots int order to become independent. Countries as different
as Norway and Eritrea gained independence with the aid of a
ballot. The Canadian province of Quebec voted {so far) against
this idea ..........c.c..c

28 September. "Requests for comments

in Slovenia the institution of citizens” referendum (at the state
level} is under attack.

We would like to learn how other DD supporters see this.

What if any is the role of the European Commissicn, or other
EU bodies, in this and other attempts to roll back or restrict
citizen-led direct democracy in EU countries?” .....................

1 October. "GB lags way behind Slovenia in Democracy

In addition to regulation of political parties and parliament
Slovenia“ s Constitution of state contains several forms of direct
democracy. These enable the electorate to make proposals
and to decide on some public issues and jaws in addition to
electing MPs. Government law can also be vetoed by citizens’
referendum.

Forinstance, there is acitizens” right to call a referendum on any
issue which is the subject of regulation by taw. For this 40,000
endorsements must be collected in support of a proposal. This
is just under 2.5 percent of the electorate.

in Britain {UK) an equivalent number is around 1.2 million
electors (voters). ........"

5 October: INIREF launched a campaign called People Power
at INIREF.ORG, encouraging the citizens to use the following
"tools™

citizens” proposal (initiative} which can lead to a baliot of the
whole electorate

veto-referendum

constitutional referendum

recall of elected officials

11 October. "Referendum proposal: For a sustainable and
resource-efficient economy {Green Economy)

This news came from www,news.admin.ch

Bundeskanzlei (government office) informs;

The Federal-level Citizens” Initiative "For a sustainable and
resource-efficient economy Green Economy)” has succeeded.
Bern 11* Qctober 2012

17 October. "Campaign for direct democracy in Britain
www.iniref.org

Comment in reply to newspaper article, cited below.,
Vernon Bogdanor maintains that our constitution has since 1997
been reformed but can he claim that "We the Peopls” have been
appropriately informed, involved and empowered to do this? To
what extent are people — even the highly educated — informed
about all these reforms?

For half a century or more it has been recognised across the
world that the people should be effectively involved in developing
constitution and that the changes should be made — confirmed
or rejected — by plebiscite, ballot of the whole electorate.

Ways to improve matters include setting up a constitutional
assembly comprised at least mainlyof “ordinary” citizens. They
could be chosen by sortition (lot) or by sampling according
to residence and background. This sort of process has seen
success in Canada (British Columbia) and — as part of a
response to financial crisis — Iceland. There are many other
potential strategies to promote the involvement of a wide
spectrum of the population in a public debate. ............. "

25 October. "Steve Richards Wednesday 24 October 2012
Politicians of all hues want more local democracy. But do any of
them know what it actually means?
INIREF: (quote}

"We will give residents the power to Instigate local
referendums on any local issue.”

HM Government, Con/Libdem coalition UK 2010

A proposal to fulfil this promise was in the Localism Bill. After
pressure from the building lobby, opposition of local politicians
and their associations, a vicious attack on democracy by
Liberal Democrats (!) in the House of Lords, and the agreement
of the Communities minister Pickles, this essential tool of
local democracy was dropped and does not appear in the
Localisam Act. .... 30. October. Sofia. The Buigarian
parliament has approved a referendum on the implementation of
nuclear projects in the country. This will be the first referendum
in Bulgaria in the past 40 years. However, the topic has been
changed. First the Bulgarian Socialist Party collected 540.000
signatures in support of the referendum about the construction
of Belene nuclear power plant using Russian technology.
Bulgaria withdrew from the project in March. However, pro-
western President Rosen Plevneliev suggested to the ruling
party Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria to change
the question, comments the Russian newspaper Kommersant.

http.//

INIREF comments

There appears to be a deficit in Bulgaria’s democracy
regulations. An authority such as a government should not be
able to change a validated citizens’ proposition before a ballot
of the whole electorate has been held to decide the issue.
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This documentary could be the breakthrough we need to
counter the political malaise and apathy rampant in America, so
elogquently summarized by Bob Herbert in a recent interview.

If you take an interest in politics and are familiar with Rand and
Ron Paul then | encourage you to read an extraordinary and
scathing article by scholar Moti Nissani. Even practiced critics
of the Pauls will learn something from Nissani’s exhausting
dissection.

On a lighter note, hip hop fans may appreciate Occupy {and
Uprise) from Black Guero..

Last but not least, Daniela Bozhinova sent in a copy of Fullbright
Newsletter #65 wherein she has published an article. "

E2D-INTERNATIONAL

1 October, Mr.Sven Mason wrote, "Years ago | contacted
iFOSSF.org (International Free and Open Source Solutions
Foundation) to see if they had knowledge of a direct democracy
project. Neil from the group just came back in contact with me:
"Hi Sven, | ask as 1 think it is an ideal candidate project for
iIFOSSF. We are still a young organization too, so we don’t
have many resources, however the goal is to help sponsor and
support new open source projects. ......"

"IFOSSF has recently joined OASIS, the open standards group,
which has a program called "Transformational Government,
that would provide a relevant academic context.

Also there are Cloud technologies to consider — This case study
of Kansas City is exactly the e-legisiation process: http:/inyurl.
com/Kansas-KLISS" .

3 October, Mr.Jenny Huang wrote "Hello Sven and all, | wrote
this SEED Framework concept paper a couple of months ago
for the very reason of that in order to move open source to
effectively adress a problem space, some structures are required
that is beyond simple project management.”........ "After | wrote
the concept paper | was introduced to the Transformational
Government Framework (TGF} that Neil mentioned. | see it as
a very complementary initiative if it can be realized. Consider
SEDD Framework is a bottom up approach to organize
grassroots activities. TGF is a top down transformational
process of how public services ought to be in the future (And
hopefully policy changes along the way). In this case, will the
DD tools be able to help in this transformation process? This
TGF primer is an excelient read about the vision
http:/idocs.oasis-open.org/tgt/TGE-Primer/v1.0/TGF-Primer-
v1.0.pdf.

3 October. Mr.Sven Mason wrote, "The SEED framework
you describe interests me a great deal, it could be applied to
many areas of social governance such as health care, scientific
funding efc. In the realm of DD political parties | can see a
couple of applications, in addition to the development the voting
software it could be used to collate effectiveness of marketing
techniques and campaigns the different DD parties/supporters
use to a) raise awareness of DD and support for the party, b}
encourage volunteer work, ¢) gain funding, all in a transparent
community focused way that through the knowledge base other
parties can learn from” ..........

12 October. Mr.Eduardo Robles Elvira wrote, "I must suggest
the update of the Agora (PDI} and Agora projects in that list.
Both are the same project, which is called "Agora Ciudadana”.
Currently the web page for the project is https://agoravoting.
com and there you can play, participate and create your own
agoras. The code is in hitps:/github.com/agoraciudadana/
agora-ciudadana we have a Trello board where you can follow
the development in
hitps:/irello.com/boardiagora-ciudadana/5054e9e060d5bc2al
8196b96

The license is AGPLv3

Autentication methods currently supported is user/password
and twitter

We have delegation support

Saludos, Eduardo

12 October. Mr. Paut Nollen wrote, "Hi all, at E2D-international
we started with a classification
http://e2d-international . org/wiki/index.php?title=E-Vating.
Taskiorce

Regards. Paul’

GERMANY

mdmagazin, Ausgabe 3/2012

Editorial by Anne Déanner

TITEL

Geschichte schreiben! by Charlie Rutz and Roman Huber
Einfach weiter so mit der Eura(pa)krise? by Homan Huber
Europa nur mit Volksentscheid! by Erwin Mayer
Die internationale Sommerakademie in Bulgarien
Prafferott

BUNDESWEITE VOLKSENTSCHEIDE
Ein Neuer Zeitgeist? Ein Interview mit
Meyer

WAHLRECHT

Birgerklage vor Gericht erfolgreich by Witke Zicht

Schiuss mit den Reférmchen! By Neefke Wagner

EUROPA

Gesetzesvorschlag fir direkte Demokratie in Sddtirol by Raff-
Uwe Beck

BUNDESLANDER .

OMNIBUS FUR DIREKTE DEMOKRATIE
BUCHBESPRECHUNG

Thomas Wagner. "Demokratie als Mdgelpackung"

MD INTERN ...

by Cora

Prof.Dr.Dr.h.c. Hans

The trend is unmistakable: Increasingly, people in European
countries begin to realize that the Constitution is not
a matter to be left in the hands of a bunch of conceited
party politicians. The constitution concerns every single
citizen alike and therefore, all citizens must have the right
and an opportunity to discuss it, adopt or amend it by
referendum, and continuously control its implementation.
Beside activist groups in Germany and Czech Republic,
mentioned in this newsletter, the same insight emerges in
Ireland and Iceland.

IRELAND

in February 2012, the government proposed that the planned

Constitutional Convention would have 100 members as

follows:

. A chairperson "of exceptional ability with a high degree of
public acceptability”

. 66 ordinary citizens selected at random from the electoral
register (on the model of a citizens assembly}

. one member naminated by each political party in Northern
Ireland.

. the balance from members of the Oireachtas proportion
to party strength.
A step in the right direction — involvement of grassroot
citizens without party affitiation. The next step shoutd be
exclusion of political parties aftogether. JP

Detailed information can be found in Google.
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