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Spain/Russia

A letter sent by Mr. Georgy Efrenoffto Mr. Luis Miguel Cuerdo:
"Hello! My name is Georgy Efremoff. | represent the Internet
Party of Russian Federation. I'm a member of the Party’'s
Council so this is a somewhat official letter of friendship. We
are working in the same direction as you do and now think that
we can all help each other building a better politics around the
world using Internet solutions and social networks to bring the
power to the people of our countries. We are truly building the
future.

We are now creating an "Internet Parties Association” - and we
would like you to participate in this project. This organisation
could help find and spread the best practices of online
democracy. | can send you the details, if you're interested —
and | would be very pleased if you do.

23 July, Mr.Luis Miguel Cuerdo wrote, "Helllo, thank you
very much for contakting us, our purposes seem similar and
we would be very glad to receive further information about the
"Internet Parties Asscciation”, ....

Luis Cuerdo, member of the Spanish Internet Party

23 July. Mr. Pablo Segunde Garciawrote, "Hello, as well as the
greetings and interest for this new association, | suggest you
could contact hitp://e2d-internaticnal.org/ organization to which
the Internet Party of Spain {Partido de Internet de Espafna) is
adscribed.

In fact | am resending this email to their mailing list. ....."

USA

Quotation from a letter sent on 12 May by Mr.David Grant to
the Democracy Foundation:

..... "One thing that is unfortunate in the U.S. is that the population
still thinks that the U.S. Is tarthest along in demaocratic systems.
There have been strides forward in improving democracy that
countries like Sweden have made. (And speaking negatively
aboutthe U.S. ... the Carter Center will not monitor U.S. Elections
because they do not even meet international standards!)" ...

22 May. a letter sent round by Mr. Sandy Heierbacher. (excerpt)
"Hi, everyone! I' m excited to launch a new tool on the NCDD
website to help you share your success stories in dialogue and
deliberation more broadly.

The draft tool is up at hitp:incdd.org/storytelling-tool and |
encourage everybody to take a look and give the too! a test drive
by entering one of your dialogue and deliberation projects!

For a long time now, NCDD has wanted to find a way to
collect more stories from our members about teir dialogue and
deliberation projects.. We are working with both te Kettering
Foundation and Participedia.net to broaden the reach of your
stories - and give you more incentive to tell us about the great
work you re doing!” ...

Sandy Heierbacher, Director, National Coalition for Dialogue
and Deliberation

18 June, a letter from Mr.Sandy Heierbacher (excerpt):
"Already, many dozens of NCDD members and community
leaders from groups like the United Way, YWCA, and 4-H have
stepped forward as partners, hosts, facilitators, and supporters
of what our team belisves will be a unique opportunity to not
only make an impact on a critically important public issue, but
to demonstrate to those we usually can’t reach that there IS a
better way to engage communities on complex issues. This is
also a unique learning opportunity for NCDD, and for all of us, to
see what we can accomplish when we combine forces.”

19 June, a letter sent by Mr. Pau! Nolen ta e2d-international:
"To inform you: it is not in the place of initiatives but it may be an
interesting amelioration.”
hitp://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/06/18/
ballot-initiatives-at-the-local-
level/initiatives-are-not-the-best-way-to-bypass-stalled-officials
Tere’s a Better Way to Bypass Stalled Officials

James S.Fishkin, a professor of political science and chairman
of the Department of Communication at Stanford University, is
the director of the Center for Deliberative Democracy and the
author of "When the People Speak: Deliberative Democracy
and Public Consultation.”

{excerpt) "From ancient Athens to the New England town
meeting, direct democracy has long been celebrated at the
local level. But the initiative, the most common form of direct
democracy in the U.S., is most visible at the state level. Would
it serve democracy if the initiative spread maore to towns and
cities?” ............. "To serve the public interest rather than that
of an interest group, let a random sample of voters deliberate
under transparent and balanced conditions to conclude whether
a proposition should be put before the people” ................

19 July, Mr.Miroslav Kolar wrote, "Whistle-blower Bradley
Manning has been nominated for the Nobe! Peace Prize. Let’s
make sure he receives it. Http://ManningNobel.org "

Australia

28 May. information from Mr.Sven Mason:

"Newsletter — May 2013

Great news, Australia’s champion of participatory democracy
— Senator Online (SOL) — is contesting the 2013 Federal
Election!

Senator Online (SOL) Members of Parliament vote in
accordance with the clear majority public vote {you} when
making laws. Everyone on the AEC Electoral Roll will be able to
vote on any — or every — new law, or changes to existing laws in
Australia, online. For more information see www.senatoronline.
org.au‘how-it-works. html.

By using the internet we can return to a system that reflects
your positions on important issues, taking back power from
politicians and lobby groups and putting it back where it belongs:
in your hands — Now We Can!

New Website, New Look

To help get the message out, we’ ve built a great new website
for SOL. We " ve also brightened the place up a bit! Our new
colour theme is orange, reflecting the bright and positive future
of participatory democracy. The new SOL logo incorporates the
Southern Cross.

On the website you can find out more about how the SOL
process works, read about the SOL members working on our
campaign, check out the latest SOL news and find links for our
social media. Check out the new site at: www.senatoroniine.
org.au.

Canada

13 June, letter sent by Mr. JF Freneite to Mr. Sven Mason
(excerpt): "On a side note, we are preparing for a meeting with
the Chief Electoral Officer and all other federal political parties
in Canada tomorrow and Friday, the first time that the Online
Party of Canada is allowed to participate AND we will have a
chance to discuss Internet voting — although plans to introduce
online voting for the next General Election in 2014 have been
postponed due to budget constraints {they had originallly
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