







http://qentilsvirus.org/

where every citizen could vote, and apply exactly the output
of this vote. This is a way to bring direct democracy to the
parliament with its current rules.

For more information about our initiative, see the htip./
democratiereelle.eu/ website and translate it using Google
translate.”

Switzerland

Europamagazin 2/2013

edito by Paul Ruppen

Tschechei — Perspektiven der direkten Demokratie by Jiri
Matuszek

"Direkte Demokratie ist die beste Medizin fir unsere Geselfscaft"
Interview von Cora Pfafferott (Democracy International) mit
Georgeta lonescu

Kurzinfos Demokratie:

Direkie Demokratie in QOsterreich — Alibiaktionen!
Franzosisches Initiativrecht als Mogefpackung

Beteiligung in der Schweiz wird unterschétzt

Hoffnung auf ferne "Eliten” statt mebr Demokratie? By Pauf
Ruppen

Neoliberale Politik zerstirt gie EU by Annette Groth

Kurzinfo: EU-Kommission gibt griines Licht fir umstrittenen
Gentechmais

Buchbesprechungen:

Schweizer Gewerkschaften und Europa

Euroland wird abgebrannt..... el al.

Les idées principales de | anarchisme et la critique de I’ Union
Européenne by Chris Zumbrunn

Auf dem Weqg zu den Wurzeln by Luzius Theiler

Kurzinfos

USA

13 December, a letter from Mr.Josiah Moss (excerpts)

"To all National Initiative enthusiasts, almost 100 legislators
from 32 states met at Mt. Vernon on Saturday to discuss a
Convention of States.”

"It was the impression of those who spoke with attendees that
their sense is not if an Article V convention will be heid, but
rather when”, one volunteer reported.

Florida is the third state that has officially joined onboard by
pre-filling the application!

Now this atmosphere is the opportune time for everyone who
truly want change in the form of direct democracy.

Imagine the United States with a similar government like
Switzerland and Uruguay, where we can bring our troops back
home, change our tax code to a more fair tax, end the drug
war, and countless other progressive changes” ..... See http.//
convention.movements.us! ...........

“PS. Watch the recently released documentary It's Time
We Talked. This is the best documentary yet on the National
Citizens Initiative. "

A new interesting site: www.RedefineNow.com

28 November, a letter from Mr.David Grant (sxcerpts), "You
may be interested in my lecture: "Steps Toward Abolishing War:
Unarmed Peacekeeping and A Two-Legged Democracy.” It is
available as text with slides ....

The 50-minute speech is also online through Vimeo in two
versions, ...... "

(The above materials and more can be downloaded at http://
thegcommonlot.com/)

"By the way, | hope to be attending the 100" anniversary of the
International Fellowship of Reconciliation (1 am a former staff). it
will be held at the place of the organisation”s faundation, Lake
Constance, Switzerland, in early August 2014

9 January, a circular letter from Ms Sandy Heierbacher
{excerpts}), "First, | wanted to share the National Coalition for
Dialogue & Deliberation’ s "2013 Milestones" infographic (which
can be viewed and shared easily at http://ncdd.org/13876)....."

"Second, we also have a great litlle Year in Review post up at

http://ncdd.org/13788 that | encourage you to checkout. .........."
"Third, we wanted to encourage everybody to scroll down the

1"

latest posts on the NCDD blog at www.ncdd.org/news. ..........

20 January, a circular letter from Mr.David Frank, "This plan
is for Real Direct Democracy. It can be installed Community
by Community. Since when diid the We the American People
decide that it is fine to use our tax Maney to Buy Military
Equipment to be used in Our Communities against US? | Think
that it is about Time for Issues like this to be decided by We the
People. Here is the plan: hitps.//david-frank-Seob.squarespace.
com/mission-statement/

Germany

mdmagazin 3 - 2013

Editorial by Roman Huber

Konsequenzen aus der Bundestagswahl fur die Arbeit von
Mehr Demokratie

Leon Friedet Das Lavieren muss ein Ende haben!

Neelke Wagner. 25 Jahre Mehr Demokratie!

Bruno 8. Frey. Macht Demokratie glicklich?

Neelke Wagner. Hauptverhandlung in Karlsruhe

Regine Laroche: Demokratie im Test: Das Volksentscheids-
ranking

PD Dr. Otmar Jung:"Entspricht der Landtag dem Volksbegehren

Landertelegramm

Jan Hagelstein: Der Aufrechte Gang

Oliver Engelbrecht. "Wir sind der Staat!”

Leserbrief, Information elc.

mdmagazin 4 - 2013

Editorial by Ms Claudine Nierth

Raif-Uwe Beck: Jetzt erst Recht! ...

Tim Weber. Schritt fir Schritt Mehr Direkte Demokratie
Sarah Hindel Ende der Saure-Gurken Zeit?

Claudie Léhle: Wat(t) fur Berlin?

Landertelegramm

Carsten Berg. Die europdische Blrger-initiative nimmt Fahrt
auf

Cora Pfeiferott. Demokratie-Tour an die Donau

Frank Rehmst "Alle Macht dem Volke?" etc.
Leserbriefe elc.

UK

1 December, a report from I&Rgb, "Two December events
(A,B) about citizen-led direct democracy in Europe.
(excerpts)

EventA-Dire lici inInterdisciplinar
and international context 2013/2014  Mid-and Eastern
Europe, Austria, Switzerland and Germany

Technical University of Dresden, Main Hall and Old Mensa,
Duelferstrasse 2, Postcode 901069, Dresden

5 -6 December 2013
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Thursday 5"_December
l. Direct Democracy in Middle and East Europe
Expert presentation about: Hungary, Estonia; Discussion;
Russia, Romania, Bulgaria ......
Friday, 6" December
Il. Direct Democracy in Austria, Switzerland and Germany
,,,,,,,,,,, Discussions
Discussants: Dr. Hans-Peter Bartels Social-Democratic Party
SPD, member of parliament

Arnold Vaatz, Christian Democratic Party CDU,
member of parliament

Event B — University of Poznan. Poland

THE EVENT UNDER THE HONQORARY PATRONAGE OF
THE SWISS EMBASSY IN WARSAW; The Research Group
"Helvetic Initiafive™ and the Faculty of Political Science and
Journalism ... extended an invitation to a seminar on Direct
Democracy in Switzerland and beyond ...Special guest of
the seminar: Mr.Martin Michelet — Minister of the the Swiss
Embassy in Warsaw

9 January, a report from 1&Rghb (excerpt): "The member of
parliament for Richmond Park, Zac Goldsmith (former editor of
the Ecologist} has proposed a law to introduce the “recall’, a
form of citizens™ initiative which enables voters to sack their
constituency MP without having to wait for the next general
election.

Presenting a private member’s bill he asked in the House of
Commons (4 December 2013) "That leave be given to bring a
Bill to permit voters to recall their elected representatives
in special circumstances”

Goldsmith briefly describes the Recall procedure:

"If a percentage of constituents — usually about 20% - sign a
petition in a given time frame, they earn the right to have a
referendum in which voters are asked whether they want to
recall their MP. If more than half of the voters say yes, there is a
subsequent by-election”

MPs’ voted on this proposal in parfiament: For 127 Against 17
Next presentation (‘reading”) of the law proposal (bilf) in
parliament Friday 28 February ...

15 January. a letter from Mr. John Dodds, "Some friends and
| are working on getting this started in the UK and setting up a
single united website for us to work together.

Here's the wiki hitp//directdemocracy.wikia.com/wiki/
Introduction

And here is our current planning document
https:#/docs.google.comidocument/d/ 1 YAWxuVIiPxiSjyuidSDb
Y1CIDeyBAXUaX T{790cok/edit?usp=sharing

We currently have a former Goldman Sachs IT architect
designing the software systems for us.”

Sweden

2 December, information from Aktiv Demokrati Debate
about Ligquid Democracy from World Forum for Democracy in
Strasbourg — 2013.

Introduction to the debate: http./iwww.coe.int/en/web/worid-
forum-democracy/labl

More debates: http.//www.coe.int/en/web/world-forum-
democracy/deferred-transmission

Direct sending: http.//www.coe.int/en/web/world-forum-
democracy/live

ireland

hitp://directdemocracyireland.ie/
South Africa

hitp:/fwww. directdemocracy.org.za

Miscellaneous

19 Oclober, a letter from Mr. Sven Mason to Mr. David Ding
{excerpt): "l had some more thoughts about your project
and how it could support/develop DD in New Zealand. If you
developed an online voting platform {which | understand you
will be doing) and a method of verifying the voters (I thing | saw
you were going to do that). then you basically have the political
DD support system.”

20 October, a letter from Mr. Paul Nollen: " would add to the
ideas of Sven the possibility that we, here in Belgium {Dutch
speaking part), are developing an internet tool for gathering
"signatures” for a citizen initiative. It is already active in the
Netherlands {in Dutch}. We can, by law, and if we can gather
enough signatures, put a subject on the agenda of the local
council and we have the right to defend that subject in the
council. It is not much but it is a step towards direct democracy.
Next to the internet part we have to look for support with
signatures on paper because internet signatures are not yet
accepted here. But nevertheless we will work both ways. ...."

20 October, a letter from Mr. Bruce Eggum: "Thanks Paul. Here
in USA we have Congress, not Parliament. DD for USA we have
the right to petition so your Belgium Initiative may work for USA
too. Getting a Referendum may be more difficult, requiring
another petition. {We need to make referendum mandatory ?)

Wars have nothing to do with democracy, security, women’s
rigts, peace or stability. They are fought for money and
power and nothing else.” (Emphasis added. Bravo!! JP)

27 October. Mr. Paul Nollen wrote, "l read somewhere that the
organisation is “demaocratic”. And | woulld propose something
there. Vested interests are always trying to let us believe that
we are working in a "democratic’ way. That way they are
misleading us in what the real meaning is of democracy, and
that is something we have to defend also in my opinion.

- Democracy is the legislative authority of the people.
And vyes, it can be by representation or direct. But maost
representative systems are not a democracy but a particracy.
The ultimate test is the question: are representatives voting by
their own will and conscience or are they following party dictation
in order to get an electable place with the next elections.

In a country with representation and direct democracy this
is not a great problem but in states and countries with only
representation particracy is a problem and probably the major
cause that people are turning away from this system. In a
particracy organisations have legislative rights indeed but it
is clearly no democracy, they all respond to the “iron law of
oligarchy” {Robert Michels)..

- As far that all kind of organisations and systems is concerned
we can talk about “maximum participation”, “decisive rights’,
“voting rights”, and so on, but this has nothing to do with
legislative autharity and that way, nothing with demaocracy.”
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