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On 27 March, INIREF wrote, "SNP, make DEMOCRACY
REFORM a feature of your 2016 election campaign! Then, if
you win, We The People could decide if and when to hold a
second referendum about Scotland’s independence.

Here is what we need from you: Promise to strengthen the role
of voters between elections to allow co-deciding on some laws
and policies. In other words, go as far as possible to enable the
introduction of some direct democracy.

For instance, this would mean:

-The electorate can instigate a referendum {(by
collecting many voter-endorsements for a proposal)
on any aspect of public policy ¢r constitution. This is
much more efficient and precise than having to vote
for a whole range of policies in a party manifesto.

- The electorate can veto an unwanted government
law or policy by collecting an agreed, large humber of
endorsements for a proposal to do this. A referendum
must be held to decide the matter” ....................

OCn 18 April INIREF wrote: "Election manifesto of the
Scottish Green Party presents proposals for effective
direct democracy

In a few weeks on 5" May 2016 the people of Scotland will
vote to elect their own Scottish "Holyrood” parliament. In their
2016 election manifesto the Green Party of Scotland promises
major reforms of the democratic system. These reforms would
strengthen the palitical rights of the people, citizens, voters.
INIREF comments on

A better Scotland needs a bolder Holyrood. #GreenHolyrood.
MANIFESTO 2016

Copy of Header Chapter 10 Scofland can be a bolder
demacracy” .......ccccveennn.

On 28 april INIREF wrote (abstract) LET'S MAKE

DEMOCRACY FOR PEOPLE BEYOND ELECTIONS
Do you struggle finding the motivation to take part in choosing
and electing our political representatives — MPs, councillors,
mayors? Many people see councils, parliaments and
governments as remote and unresponsive to their wishes,
npeeds and ideals. Just casting a vote once every few years,
then having nathing to say until the next election, is a weak and
inefficient way for we voters, citizens, to take part in our own
pubtic affairs. What’ s to be done? We must push and lobby our
politicians to accept the introduction of citizen-led democracy
for local and central government.” . ...

Belgium

On 21 May Mr. Mattia Sozio wrote: "Dear General Secretary
of E2D, Strongly interested in participating in your activity in
Belgium to improve direct democracy, | would like to know how
can | collaborate with you to support your action. Do you have
Belgian pariners which | can work with? Are you looking for any
kind of collaborators?” ...........

Answer:

"The E2D collective has not been active for some time, you
might have better luck communicating through the Facebook
page:
hitps://www.facebook.com/groups/electronicdirectdemocracy.
E2D/?ref=br_rs "

Answer from Mr.Paul Noffen. "For international cooperation
about Direct Democracy | propose to contact Democracy
Internationai. Hitps://www.democracy-international.org/ ”

South Africa

On 14 May, Mr.Jim Powelt sent round the following document
{excerpt):.
"DIRECT DEMOCRACY is a government system that
ensures
accountability to you, the voter!

Only vote for a politician that is accountable to the voters
The Local Government elections are coming 3 August
2016
QOur current constitution and political system in South Africa is
considered one of the best in the world but worse than other

constitutions in some of its content and application.

- The system lacks in accountability of politicians to
the voters.

- The primary ailegiance of proportion representation
politicians is to their political party and not to the
voters!

- Many of the ward councillors see their political party
as their first allegiance, not the vater, the employers
of the politicians.

Our system is effectively a 5-year dictatorship
We, the voters, are

- The legitimate shareholders of South Africa, province

and local government.

- The employers of our politicians.
As such, voters should have control over politicians and
accountability of the politicians to the voters”
Mr.Powell presents a draft of a document in which an MP or
other elected representative pledges allegiance to the voters.
Mr.Powell invites citizens of any country to present this text for
politicians soliciting their votes. He also encourages them to
propose their own formulations.
Great ideal Mr.Powell can be contacted at  jimpowell @ mweb.
co.za

USA

On 21 March, Mrs. Sandy Heierbacher wrote: "Hi everybody!
You may have noticed the growing buzz around Participatory
budgeting in the U.S. Over the past few years. Participatory
budgeting (PB) is a different way to manage public money, and
to engage people in government. It is a democratic process in
which community members direcily decide how to spend part
of a public budget.

Though each PB program is different, most follow a similar
basic process: residents brainstorm spending ideas, volunteer
budget delegates develop proposals based on these ideas,
residents vote on proposals, and the government implements
the top projects. For example, if community members identify
recreation spaces as a priority, their delegates might develop a
proposal for basketball court renovations. The residents would
then vote on this and other proposals, and if they approve the
basketball court, the city pays to renovate it.

PB’s recent success and proliferation in the U.S. {the process
was launched in Brazil years ago) is largely due to the efforts
of our friends at the Participatory Budgeting Project, a New
York-based nonprofit organization. We asked David Beasiey
from PBP and Allison Rizzoli from Public Agenda (a leading
organization in our field that is evaluating PB’ s growth) to join
us on this month’s NCDD "Confab Call” so our members and
anyone else who is interested can learn more about PB and get
their questions answered about the process”

page 3


https://www.facebook.com/groups/electronicdirectdemocracy
Https://www.democracy-international.org/



http://www.mehr-demokratie.de
mailto:JIRI.POLAK@SWIPNET.SE

