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“As you may know, the theme for NCDD 2016 is Bridging Our
Divides, and we' | be finding innovative ways to lift up stories
about healing the bitter partisan divide — along with many cther
persistent gaps in our society — and focusing on how, contrary
to the popular narrative about intransigence across divisions,
regular people are creating paths that move us forward together
in addressing our nation’s and society’'s biggest issues.”
“NCDD conferences only come around every two years, and you
won’ t want to miss this cne! Learn more about the conference
at www.ncdd.org/nedd2016. Hope to see you there!
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EUROPA
CETA VOR GERICHT

SCHEITERT CETA IM BUNDESRAT?

DIE BRITEN SIND WEGH

EIN DEMOKRATISCHEN NEUANFANG
BUNDESLANDER

FUR UBERRASCHUNGEN GUT
LANDERTELEGRAMM

GRUNDLAGEN

NICHT AUFREGEN, NUR ANREGEN LASSEN
OMBIBUS FUR DIREKTE DEMOKRATIE
VON DER NOTWENDIGKEIT (TEIL 2)
INTERNATIONAL

HAT DAS SCHWEIZER VOLK IMMER RECHT?
REZENSION

DIE MODERNE ISONOMIE
DEMOKRATIE-NACHRICHTEN

KURZ NOTIERT

Editorial by Mrs. Claudine Nierth, Bundesvorstandssprecherin
von Mehr Demokratie

International

The international DDD conference, scheduled for May 2017,
has to be postponed. information will come later. Instead, we
plan a one day Czech conference on drafts of Czech Citizens”
Constitutions, in the same hotel.

On 2 September, Mr.David Galfup sent the following blog to
the net (excerpts):

"More than 65 million people have become refugees (15 million),
stateless (10 miltion), or forcibly displaced (40 million) due to
armed conflict, persecution and natural disasters. ........

“What if all of the displaced people of the world came together
like the Refugee Team who partnmpated in the Qlympics, to
create their own country? ..........

“From the arducus journey that the population faced to achieve
their freedom from persecution and from their appreciation of
their new-found libberties, the Displacedlanders would use their
ingenuity, enthusiasm, and persistance to create a thriving and
vibrant society. .. 7

“But why should these fellow humans have to create their own
new country to have their rights and basic needs upheld? Why
are millions stuck in refugee camps with inadequate food,
housing, healthcare, education and opportunity?

To have the kind of world in which the rights reaffirmed in various
declarations and treaties such as the UDHR, the ICCPR and
the ICESCR are fully met, we should all be able to claim, and
then exercise, our rights no matter where we happen to live on
the planet. Human rights and duties are not bound by territory,
they are not dependent upon the nation-state in which one
happens to be born.

If everyone had citizenship everywhere, statelessness would no
longer exist and only natural disasters would forcibly displace
people. With world citizenship, if we do not like where we live,
if we do not like the politics or the rulers, then we could live
somewhere else.
Instead of creating a separate country for all displaced peaple,
world citizenship, as a valid and legal citizenship beyond any
other status that someonbe may carry, would ensure that
everyone has at least one citizenship which, in its incfusiveness,
upholds our concomitant rights and duties. .........”
“World citizenship, as the highest level of aflegiance,
empowers us to focus on equality, justice, unity,
friendship, sustainability, and harmony with each other
and the earth. ............. 7
On 20 September, Mr.Roger Kotifa wrote, "I am pleased
to report that World Beyond War has included the EARTH
FEDERATION as one of the potential alternatives to establish a
peaceful world without war” ..............
DWF Special Edition, September 19, 2016 {excerpts)
World Beyond War
"Resting on a convincing bedy of evidence that violence is not
a necessary component of conflict among states and non-state
actors, World Beyond War asserts that war itself can be ended.
We humans have lived without war for most of our existence
and most people live without war most of the time. Warfare
arose about 6,000 years ago {less than 5% of our existence
as Homo sapiens) and spawned a vicious circle of warfare as
peoples, fearing attack by militarized states, found it necessary
to imitate them and so began the cycle of violence that has
culminated in the last 100 vears in a condition of permawar.
War now threatens to destroy civilization as weapons have
become ever more destructive. However, in the last 150 years,
revolutionary new knowledge and methods of nonviolent conflict
management have been developing that lead us to assert that
it is time to end warfare and that we can do so by mobilizing
milions around a global effort” ...........
War .... What's It Good For?

By Bob Hanson, DWF Board Treasurer
"More and more people are realizing that if war ever made
sense, it no longer does. If ever there was a cause worth
supporting, it is ending violent conflict. | had hoped that [ might
live long enough to withess permanent peace happen, but that
is looking more and more problematic.
Life is a wonderful miracie. But, until humans fearn to co-exist
peacefully, there is a strong chance that life as we know it will
come to an end one of these days. One screw-up by someone
with his finger on the nuclear button and game over. Have you
noticed? The cold war is gradually coming back? NATQO is
pushing on the borders of Russia and Putin is pushing back.
Fortunately, ideas about war seem to be evolving. Once seen
as an inevitable feature of human life, this ancient practice is
increasingly seen as outdated and avoidable. A year ago, the
Congressional hawks would have had us bombing Iran on
the chance that it might be planning on develoging nuclear
weapons. Fortunately,President Obama went for diplomacy
and a majority of Congress supported him. War was averted.”
Two Reasons for War
by Hank Stone
War famously being "hell", why do we Americans do so much
of it?
There are two big reasons we have wars.
Money, of course, is the obvious reasen. Our country spends
about 1 trillion dollars every year on wars and preparations
for wars. Everyone who gets that money is understandably
concerned that peace may not break out.
The man on the street does not want war, but doesn’t like
to think about it either. So delegates thoughts about war and
peace 1o leaders who promise to keep us safe. Those leaders
generally can gather more personal power, and get a pass for
possible misbehavior, if the people are agitated about crazy
terrorists under their bed.
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