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On 25 October, INIREF wrote (excerpt):

"Running a country is the responsibility of the people who live
in it. If we are not allowed to take part efectively then we can
achieve no more than a weak democracy and so we cannot
fulfil our responsibilities. The way forward is to introduce citizen-
led direct democracy in parallel with our existing "indirect”
democracy of parties, councils and parliaments.

Internet and ICT in general can obviously assist politics and
government but must not be allowed to replace real democracy.
In the UK there is no direct democracy to speak of, Having a
very occasional referendum which has been in effect imposed
by the government does little to improve things {e.g. About
electoral system. Alternative Voice, the "brexit” ballot).

The Localism Bill (gov. Law proposal around 2010) contained
a section called community empowerment which included the
right of one in twenty citizens to put forward a proposal and
obtain g local referendum.

Even though the ballot result would not have "bound” the local
council this suggestion that "ordinary” people might get a better
way to participate in (our own) public affairs was, for the political
class, like a red rag to a bull. In consultations to be seen at
the government” s web site landed many, many lobbyists such
as local gov. associations, big companies and “developers™.
Finally the proposal for limited direct democracy was attacked
and killed off by Mps in the House of Lords, mainly liberal
DEMOCRATS who threatened to block the Localism Bill. The
Government (Communities Ministry) caved in, perhaps willingly,
and the community empowerment section was dumped.

in the UK, devolved areas, cities and smaller units we should
introduce direct democracy to modulate politics. This will require
focussed legislation in Parliament, starting with a new Bill of
Political Rights.

p.s. We recommend Evan Ravitz" informative comment in this
thread.”

“Switzertand has had functioning direct democracy for a
hundred and fifty years without electronics, now voting 4 times
a year. 24 US states have had it for around a century, the origin
of everything from women’s suffrage to medical and legal
marijuana.

One huge improvement that can be made without possibility
of electronic tampering is to let people sign ballot initiative
petitions on the Secretary of State’ s website, using the same
ID {driver’s license etc.} we now use to register to vote, change
address, etc. in most states. This is VERY different from voting
because voting is anonymous (secret ballot) whereas pelitions
& registration are public. This makes them confirmable like
financial transactions that have been done online for at least
fifty years.

Doing this would open up direct demaocracy to groups without
huge funds to hire petitioners, as is almost universally necessary
in the US. It would save the Secretary of State the considerable
time and expense of comparing physical signatures, reduce
misrepresentation and harassment for signatures, get more
people to read more of the petition text online before signing
and save paper and gas.

Perhaps eventually the internet will be secure enough for online
voting. Until then it is not necessary.

Another big improvement is adding a deliberative process like
Oregon has which is now spreading to Colorado and Arizona
and is on the ballot in Maine this year, called citizen initiative
review.
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