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A new important publication: The Routledge Research
Companion to Referendum and Direct Democracy
Edited by Mait Quortrup (Coventry University, UK) and
Laurence Morel {University of Lille, France). A chapter in this
publication has been written by Ph.D. Theodore L.Becker,
probably the most prominent expert in this field: Nothing
Fails like Success: Teledemocracy in the Grip of Ofigarchies.
Excerpt: ,An article presenting a tour d”horizon of various
forms of deliberative polling and teledemocracy. It suggests
that while there has been a growth and proliferation of
various forms of citizen empowerment through these new
forms of citizen engagement, they are unlikely to transform
the current system of representative democracy. Yet, the
experiments indicate that wiser and new democratic policy
making can be conducted by utilizing these fora.”

29 June, a circular letter by Mrs. Courtney Breese:
HLatest News from NCDD (excerpts)

Here’ s a summary of the major work that we at NCDD have
been up to since our last update:

NCDD officially changed our membership structure. Learn
more at ncdd.org/23569 and

join or renew your membership today!

Check out the message from NCDD Board Chair Martin
Carcasson. Read more about

MCDD and our growth at ncdd.org/23896

Stories and Courtney reflections from Elevate Engagement.
Learn more about the connections at ncdd.org/23991

.......................

NCDD Orgs Respond on How to Save American Democracy

—ncdd.org/23917
New Video on Bringing Participatory Budgeting to Schools

- ncdd.org/23852
Exploring Possibilities by Challenging Assumptions — ncdd.

org/23831

..................

Visit NCDD's News Blog and Resource Center for many
more important updates and resources from across the
D&D and public engagement field!

On 12 June Rootsaction wrote: ,Brad Pitt stars in a new
movie called War Machine that presents the ongoing U.S.
War in Afghanistan as something only a fool would ever
imagine could be won.

This new Hollywood film presents the U.S. Military as
hopelessly unconcerned with reality and destined never to
choose to end a war that creates ennemies in the name of
Jfreedom®, There is, however, another institution capable of
ending the war; Congress.

Congressman Walter Jones (Rep.,N.C.} has just proposed
a not completely novel idea:

Congress should cut off the funding for any more U.S.
War-making in Afghanistan. ........

The time has come to say enough is enough.

Not only is much of the rest of the world condemning U.S.
war-making, but even some in Hollywood have been unable
to hold in their grim laughter at the fervent pretenses of the
supposedly humanitarian war makers. ...................... ¢

On 184 June, Mrs.Sandy Heierbacher wrote (excerpt): ,The
past year has been a particularly challenging and a critical
time for dialogue, deliberation and public engagement. The
country seems more polarized than ever and we’ve seen

deep division not just among political parties, but along
racial, ethnic, and religious lines as well. It's evident to all
of us just how needed our field"s work of bringing people
together across divides truly is.* ....................

Mr. Mark Antell, USA, prepares the publication of an excellent
essay titled Autonomy, Plenty and Direct Democracy.

On 28 May INIREF wrote: (excerpts) ,Find the candidates
in your area with the help of DEMOCRACY CLUB - Voter
guide for election June 2017

Election June 2017 - we Take back control by
claiming our active political rigts to citizens™ direct
democracy. Write or talk to parliamentary candidates
and ask them to support the introduction of citizen
launched referendum. For this, Parliament must pass
a new Democracy and Political Rights Act. Find the
candidates in your area with the help of DEMOCRACY
CLUB hiips://candidates.democracyclub.org.uk
JAs things stand, our political rights are so WEAK that we
clearly DO NOT HAVE CONTROL of our own affairs and
of our political representatives (MPs), Parliament and
Government. Having a referendum from time to time does
not help much. Only Parliament, which has always followed
the will of government on this, can set the question and
decree that a ballot shall be held. The result, the will of the
people, is regarded as only advisory, not legally binding on
Parliament and government.
For the vast majority of people our political rights are LIMITED
to casting a vote once every five years for a politician and
political party.
What can be done to improve all of this? The people, the
electorate, voters, must be enabled to select, debate and
decide by ballot on oublic issues, in addition to electing
politicians who then make law and govern for us. We must
add the methods of direct democracy to the existing indirect
Jsepresentative” rule by party bosses, supposedly ,checked
and balanced* by Parliament.“...........
On 14 July INIREF wrote (excerpt): INIREF QUERIES
THE DESIGN OF A POSSIBLE SECOND UK/EU_ brexit
REFERENDUM - Brexit Referendum2: Survey shows
increasing support? The Independent 18 6 2017. Designing
a second (21C) UK/EU referendum is a serious, worthy
and urgent cause which therefore deserves to be treated
as a special project. We would need to bring together pro-
referendum activists with experts in democracy design to
thrash out a well made proposal..“

GERMANY

mdmagazin ausgabe 3 2017 (conlents)
DEMOKRATIE-REFORMEN

Die Demokratie-Kampagne 2017

Ich will abstimmen. Wahlen und nich wahlen reicht nicht
Demokratie braucht Regeln — Lobbyismus auch

Starke Demokratie durch starke Kommunen

Mehr Wahlrecht auf Bundesebene

G20 Protestwelle in Hamburg

Demokratisches Leben in der EU
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