
n m E R i c n n s o k o i
V O L . C M - N O . 9 S E P T E M B E R 1 9 8 1

P U B L I C A T I O N O F T H E A M E R I C A N S O K O L
Educational and Physical Culture Organization

IL

\ \ ‘

■ I

Office: 6426 W. Cermak Rd., Berwyn. III. 60402Second C lass Pos tage Pa id a t Be rwyn , I l l i no i s



A M E R I C A N S O K O L S E P T . 2 0 - S O K O L S T I C K N E Y
W i c k e r D e m o n s t r a t i o n

12:00 to 8:00 p.m.

S E P T . 2 0 - S O K O L S O U T H O M A H A
Czech Festival -Christmas in September

S E P T . 2 6 - S O K O L A N D S O K O L I C E M I L W A U K E E
Recognition -Membership Dinner

S E P T. 2 6 - 2 7 - S O K O L G R E A T E R C L E V E L A N D
Overnite trip to Corning, N.Y.

O C T . 3 - S O K O L S T I C K N E Y
F a r m e r ' s D a n c e

OCT. 16 -SOKOL GREATER CLEVELAND
lisli Fry

O C T. 1 6 A N D 1 7 - S O K O L W A S H I N G T O N , D . C .
presents Dvorak Opera at Kennedy
Center - "Cer t aKaca"

O C T. 3 1 - S O K O L S T. L O U I S
Camp Committee Halloween Dance

N O V. 7 a n d 8 - S O K O L G R E AT E R C L E V E L A N D
Holiday Fair

NOV. 14 -SOKOL BROOKFIELD
50th Anniversary Dinner

NOV. 20 -SOKOL GREATER CLEVELAND
Fish Fry

NOV. 20, 21. 22 -SOKOL MILWAUKEE
Folk Fair -Mecca Area -Auditorium

DEC. 6-.SOKOL WASHINGTON, D.C.
St. Nicholas Celebration

MAY 21, 1982 -SOKOL MILWAUKEE
G r a d u a t i o n P r o g r a m

JUNE 13 and 14, 1982 -SOKOL ST. LOUIS
Cent ra l D is t r i c t S le t
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P u b l i s h e d M o n t h l y
(Except Bi-Monthly July and August)
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Subscription: $3.00 per year

E D I T O R - J A C K I E K O U R I M
3 8 8 S h e n s t o n e R o a d Rivers ide, I I I . 60546

Copy for publication must be received by the
10th o f the p rev ious mon th

O F F I C E O F T H E
E X E C U T I V E B O A R D A S O .

Jackie Kourim, Secretary
6426 W. Cermak Road Be rwyn , I I I 60402

Te l . : 7 9 5 - 6 6 7 1

Meetings: 4th Tuesday -except July and August
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P r e s i d e n t - R O Y 2 I T N Y
1st Vice-President -GEORGE BASTA
2nd Vice-President -BETTY PRENER
Secretary -JACKIE KOURIM
Financial Secretary -MILDRED PINC
T r e a s u r e r - E D W A R D H L I N K A
Director of Men -PAUL LEBLOCH
Director of Women -MARIE PTACEK
Educational Director -STANLEY BARCAL
E d i t o r - J A C K I E K O U R I M
Public Relations (Czech) -JERRY RABAS
Public Relations (English) -NANCY BORVANSKY

V L A S TA Z I T N Y
Membership Director -FRED KALA
Executive Board -VLASTA ZiTNY, JIM SPRTEL

J E R R Y R A B A S
Alternates -CHARLES BORVANSKY

LORRAINE ZDENEK JOHN SATEK
By-Laws Chairman -JOSEPH KOVAR
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CHANGES IN 1981 DIRECTORY:
C e n t r a l D i s t r i c t

Soko l Town o f Lake
Educ. Dir., Anton Smunt
5415 South Fa i rfie ld , Ch icago , IL 60632

C e n t r a l D i s t r i c t
Soko l Be rwyn
Pres . Ed. Schnab l
2503 S. Harvey Avenue, Berwyn, IL 60402

Calendar of Events
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SEPT. 13 -SOKOL MINNESOTA
Booya Picnic at Highland Park

SEPT. 13 -SOKOL DETROIT
Grape Festival -Sokol Camp

SEPT. 18 -SOKOL GREATER CLEVELAND
Fish Fry

SEPT. 19 -SOKOL GREATER CLEVELAND
Steak Roast and Dance

SEPT. 20 -SOKOL SOUTH OMAHA
Annua l Czech Fes t iva l

(Cover P ic tu re)
Awarding trophies at the Special Number Competition,
F o r t Wo r t h , Te x a s .

Copy for Publication
1M U S T B E R E C E I V E D B Y T H E

1 0 t h

O F T H E P R E V I O U S M O N T H

\



R m E R i m n s o k o i
v e S T N i K a m e r i c k e o b c e s o k o l s k e

R o c n i k - V o l . C l l C l s l o - N o . 9September -1981 -Z^fi

% >

,;S. 1

j
s

i .i ]

t * \

m \ f '

t " . w

J'*m 1 x : t
I

€y. r. ^

H'-

H i s t o r i c a l E x h i b i t Spec ia l Number Compet i t i on



A M E R I C A N S O K O L

M e m o r i e s - X V N a t i o n a l S l e t
Fort Worth, Texas

Vo l l e y b a l l
T o u r n a m e n t s I

I

I

I

N a s t u p

i

● V

(F o l k

Danc ing

s

" r

♦

k.



A M E R I C A N S O K O L

1

llR e t i r i n g
T h e

C o l o r s

F i r e w o r k s

F i n a l e

T i l l

N e x t
T i m e !



A M E R I C A N S O K O L9 8

that “someone" was planning to found aBohemian
physical culture organization that would be open to the
general public. The talk soon subsided, as the lack of
an organization of this character did not seem to be
widely felt.

Some t ime la te r, unver ified repor ts o f as imi la r
nature again appeared. The adage “where there is
smoke there must be fire" proved true. Although the
plans afoot were anything but clear, it was apparent that
somewhere behind the scenes definite plans were being
formulated. To join the contemplated society would
have meant breaking with the Malypetr institute -and
all of us liked both the school and Malypetr himself.

1do not recall having seen any public announcement
the papers of the day of acontemplated meeting to

be held for the purpose of founding aCzech gymnastic
society. It is certain, however that the first meeting was
not called until alarge room was obtained in the same
building that housed Malypetr’s institute.

REPRESENTATIVE SOKOL
W R I T I N G S

Translated and Edited By Zizka

The Founding of the Sokol
Organization

by Vaclav Cervinka

One could scarcely find traces of aBohemian “social
atmosphere” in Praha in 1861. As for organizations
that were Bohemian in spirit -they were non-existent.
Praha had its social circles, of course, but they
predominantly German in spirit, although membership
was open to Bohemians from the official, academic, and
wealthy brackets. There was, however, one persistently
encouraging note: Bohemian journalism and Bohemian
publications of the time had atremendous and
wholesome influence upon the masses. It seems that
persons from all walks of life read their papers avidly.
Bfcfore purely Hjhemian organizations came upon the
scene, literary circles enjoyed popularity in various
communities, and here and there we note the existence
of amateur dramatic clubs, which appealed especially to
the younger elements.

Bohemia was still struggling to loose the bonds of
p r e m a t u r e

revolution of 1848. One can scarcely picture the frame
of mind of the young people -they were humiliated
frequently by the ruling clique, persecuted, discrimi¬
nated against. The native tongue was frowned upon in
their homeland! Those aspiring to careers found
themselves thwarted on every hand. How bitter the
reflection that the state that had enjoyed an enviable
position among the family of nations was now held in
disdain by the “better” classes. Centuries of sacrifices
to hold high the reputation and honour of their
homeland were “forgotten”. To express adeeper
interest (heaven forbid that any semblance of pride
should creep in!) in the Bohemian Kingdom was to
invite censure from the influential. On the other hand,
all tendencies to bury the past ... to denationalize the
Czechs, were encouraged. As is always the case, traitors
of their own flesh and blood were aplenty.

Can one wonder then, that the feats of that great and
noble man -Giuseppe Garibaldi -were followed among
the masses with unabating interest? Many aloyal heart

the verge of giving up the effort to preserve
Bohemian culture, was once encouraged Garibaldi
the brave -Garibaldi the unselfish -Garibaldi the
patriot, devoted his life’s work to his people, notwith¬
standing tremendous obstacles in his way. Perhaps all is
not lost, perhaps we can realize aCzech renaissance!
The inspiration of Guiseppe Garibaldi found afertile
field of loyal Czech hearts.

The first days of October, 1861, found me matriculat¬
ing at the Technological Institute in Praha -at that time
German in supervision. Not long afterward, Ienrolled
in the physical culture school maintained by Jan
Malypetr. Ashort few weeks later rumors were heard

i n

w e r e

The second-floor large room was bare, poorly lighted;
the floor showed the results of years of use. Each step
made, brought asqueak of protest from the worn
boards. The floor had been swept far from thoroughly. -
In one corner along, black table was placed and three
rough chairs. These were the only “furnishings”. An oil
lamp, ink-well, several pens, and writing paper
placed on the table. Behind and around the table, as I
entered, were several men. Elsewhere groups of three or
four conversed quietly. Among the last to arrive was
Malypetr. All told, about forty of us were present.

Idon’t believe anyone ventured aspeech to those
were acquainted wi th one

w e r e

reaction resulting from the debacle of the

present. Several of
another, and exchanged opinions on the contemplated

Questions were raised, various

u s

new organization,
interpretations offered. However all this took place in a
spirit of reserve. Citizens of Praha were conscious of the
vigilance of the authorities, hence resisted to express
themselves freely in larger gatherings. More than one
had “personal experience” with the officials of the
benevolent (?) Austrian government. When those
engaged in the semi-private discussions had apparently
decided in favour of joining the new society, they
approached the table, and entered their names on the
temporary ros te r.

At length Iwalked to the table, signed my name, and
expressed my desire to become amember of the new
club. Others did likewise, and without further ado the
purpose of the meeting appeared to be consummated. I
doubt more than thirty signatures were obtained that
red-letter day in Sokol annals.

The follwing meetings were devoted to the formulat¬
ing of by-laws. Later, when it was suggested the society
adopt the name SOKOL, the idea was accepted
unanimously, and with acclaim. Another proposal was
for all members to greet one another with the salutation
“ N a z d a r ” - S u c c e s s .

o n

Considerable opposition greeted the move to decide
upon adress-uniform for members of the organization.
T h i s i s m a d e u n d e r s t a n d a b l e w h e n w e t a k e i n t o
consideration that for centuries auniform represented
offic ia ldom to the masses . . .o ffic ia ldom that was
foreign, exploiting, unjust, reactionary. The uniform
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The American Sokol Organization two weeks ad¬
vanced instructors course was held at Sokol Karel
Havlicek Borovsky, Ennis, Texas, June 29 -July 11,
1981. Forty students attended for the first week and 39
participated the second week.

Bro. Frank Michalek was course director. Additional
instructors for the first week were Sis. Jolene Dalton,
Bro. Rome Milan and Bro. Joe Vrzalik. Course
secretary was Sis. Sylvia Laznovsky. For the second
week of the course the instructors staff was joined by
the following staff from the one week advanced
instructors course which concluded at Sokol Forth
Worth on Saturday, July 4th: Bro. Jerry Milan,
National School Chairman, Sis. Marie Provaznikova,
Bro. Bud Benak, Bro. Tony Didomenico, Sis. Henrieta
Milan, and Sis. Jo Marie Zeman.

An Officer-of-the-day and students in charge of
quarters were appointed daily. Each day began with
“rise and Shine” at 7:00 a.m. and breakfast at 7:30

a.m. Classes in marching, calisthenics terminology,
apparatus terminology, spotting and progressions,
Sokol history, and philosophy were held each day.
During the second week Sis. Provaznikova presented
lectures twice daily. Special classes were held in hand
apparatus and special ski l ls. Students were also
assigned the responsibility of writing calisthenics,
apparatus routines, playing competitive events, writing
special numbers and planning gym activities for gym
nasts and parents. One of the highlights was the student
a n d i n s t r u c t o r t a l e n t s h o w .

S t u d e n t s w e r e t r e a t e d t o a w e i n e r r o a s t a n d
watermelon party at the home of Sis. Betty Trlica,
Sokol Karel Havlicek Borovsky unit secretary on the
night before the course ended.

The course closed with graduation exercises on
Saturday, July 11th, at 11:00 a.m.

Sylvia Laznovsky
Course Secretary
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X V A M E R I C A N S O K O L S L E T
J U N E 1 9 8 1

FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Beginning of Czechoslovak Folk Dance “Horehronsky Cardas” performed by Sokol
Gymnasts and Guest Cultural Organizations.

“ S O K O L R O U N D U P ”

In recognition of participation in the XV National Slet of the American Sokol Organization held June 24-28,1981in Fort Worth, Texas. ®

V E S N A K O L E D I N
I

if I

Participation certificate awarded to gymnasts in competitions held at Tarrant County
C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r .
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or element. On the other hand, let us not waste any
time describing details that are clearly noticeable even
without any talk. By using two fingers in describing a
m o v e o n t h e s i d e h o r s e i s a t y p i c a l e x a m p e o f
i l l u s t r a t i v e n e s s .

Capabi l i ty -means that our gymnasts should be
taught only those moves that he is able to learn at this
particular time. If the moves are beyond his capabilities
they become dull aeven dangerous. On the other hand,
an exercise that has already been mastered could also
become du l l . Agymnas t mus t be r eady f o r new
elements not only physically but also spiritually and
once ready we must do evetything possible to keep his
capability at the highest point. This means that no time
may be wasted and agymnast should be spared from
a n y u n n e c e s s a r y m o v e s .

V i e n n a - 1 9 8 2

C z e c h o s l o v a k S o k o l A b r o a d

J u b i l e e S l e t

July 2-6, 1982

For those planning to visit Vienna and compete
in the apparatus competitions, the exercise will be
the same for all divisions as used in our XV Sokol
Slet, Fort Worth, TExas, 1981 .Calisthenics wil l be
n e w a n d a v a i l a b l e s h o r t l y. P l a n y o u r v a c a t i o n
ahead and enjoy aEuropean Holiday. Information
of atour sponsored by the American Sokol will
appear shortly in this publication. Help Our Sokol Grow

S t a r t o f a N e w S e a s o n
The work of the older must be balanced with that of

the younger people, or the Sokol one day will be without
its leaders. Someone likened the old and young to the
hands of aclock. The young are the minute hands that

quickly, and the old are like the hour hand that
slowly, but it takes both to tell the time.

We might add that any organization is in trouble
■hen either group thinks the other is not needed!

Contributed by many donors

M E T H O D S I N G Y M N A S T I C S
Study o f e lements -means tha t an ins t ruc to r

(quite often without his gymnasts realizing) presents a
certain plan of act iv i t ies which his gymnasts must
master in their minds. It is only obvious that before one
learns anew clement he must picture it in his mind. But
this picture (or rather aprojection) must be completed
with all details, especially those that are almost hidden
to the average eye.

A c t i v c n c s s

willingness to participate fully and freely in ail
activities. Therefore, each of them must learn to supress
his own preferences in favor of activity which is enjoyed
by all. Also, once learning acertain element, agymnast
must not stop until he masters it. In other words, he
must attain his goal regardless of time and efforts, but
within the plan given by his instructor. If we give up or
lower our goals we aiso give up or lower our own
c a p a b i l i t i e s . H e r e
brotherhood. The entire team shares in the success or
failure of each individual. One helps his teammate in
order to improve the entire team.

Scif-discipline -goes hand in hand with activeness. It
is developed even in the youngest classes. Its influence
o n g y m n a s t i c s i s i n v a l u a b l e . I t f o r c e s t h e m i n d a n d
body to go on, to improve itself. Only aself-disciplined
body may force itself to learn new and more difficult
elements. Self-discipline is thought through calisthen¬
ics, marching tactics and simple elements on the
apparatus. It enables us to repeat certain movements in
which we either eliminate aparticualr habit or learn to
m a s t e r a d i f fi c u l t e l e m e n t .

I l lustrativeness -In teaching anew element or a
m o v e t h e i n s t r u c t o r m u s t u s e f a m i l i a r m o t i o n s a n d
feelings. He must concentrate, especially on those
details which the gymnasts usually doesn’t or can't see.
His talk must be simpled and to the point, enabling his
gymnasts to see or imagine aclear picture of the move

m o v e

m o v e s

w

means that gymnasts must develop

V t h J U B I L E E S L E T
CZECHOSLOVAK SOKOLS ABROAD

July 4th and 5th, 1982
V I E N N A

also develop the feel ing ofw e

A r e y o u

b a c k i n

S o k o l a f t e r

summer vacat ion?
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OSTREDI CESKOSLOVENSK^HO SOKOLSTVA VZAHRANltl
C Z E C H O S L O VA K S O K O L A B R O A D

2333 KENBARB ROAD, MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO. CANADA L5B 2E9

Augus t14, 1981.P f t E D S E D N K r r V O
E X E C i m V E C O M M I T T E E

S t a r o s t a ● P r e a i d e n t :
J A N W A L D A U F
Mississauga. Ont., Canada

U t o t o s t a r o a t o v * -
V I c a P r e s I d a f M s :

Afch. Dipl Ing JiftI LISNER
W i e n , A u s t r i a

VLADIMIR F. SVOBODA
Zollikerberg. Switzerland
JOZEF HORVATH
Paterson, N.J., U.S.A.

N a « e l n i K - D i r e c t o r o f M o n :
LUDViK MUSIL
W i e n . A u s t r i a

Naeelnlc* -Director of Women:
G I S E L A S I O N O V A
Wien. Austria

V z t M l a v a t e l -
Director of Education:

Dipl. Arch. RUDOLF FIALA
Schheren, Switzerland

J a d n a t e l - S e c r e t a r y :
zden£k m. DOBROVOLNV
Pierrefonds, Que., Canada

P o t c t a d n i k - T r e a s u r e r :
JAROSLAV HANUS
NewYork.N.Y .U SA.

Admin is t ra tor ●Admin is t ra tor :
OTTO STEHLIK
Mississauga. Ont.. Canada

Matr ikat- Membership Director:
VACLAV HARAMUL
East St. Kilda. Australia

£lenova pfedsednlctva -
Members at largo:

JOSE BENKO
Puenos Aires. Argentina
Ing. MIROSLAV DOLEZAL
Oyster Bay. Australia
JOSEF KOLINSKV
Solothurn. Switzerland
JOSEF PAUL
MOnchen. West Germany
STANISLAV 2M0LA
W i e n , A u s t r i a

E x e c u t i v e B o a r d
AMERICAN SOKOL ORGANIZATION
6 4 2 6 W e s t C e r m a k R o a d
B e r w y n , 111 . , U . S . A . 6 0 4 0 2

D e a r B r o t h e r s a n d S i s t e r s :

Please accept, on behalf of our entire membership, most
sincere congratulations on the outstanding success of your
XV. National Slet held June 24.-28, 1981 in Fort Worth, Texas.
It was one of the finest Sokol Slets ever held.

TTib great number of youth participating at the Slet was
especially encouraging and indicative of the enduring strength
and vitality of Sokol ideals in America.

Our members attending your Slet, in particular those from
Europe, were greatly impressed by the outstanding facilities,
the high calibre of all the events and were full of well-deser¬
ved praise for the flawless organization in evidence throughout.
Most impressive, however, was the ever-present proverbial South¬
ern hospitality combined with aspirit of true Sokol brother¬
hood which made this Slat amost enjoyable and memorable exper¬
ience for all participants.

I

Kindly convey to everyone connected with the planning,
preparation, organization and execution of the Slet our
admiration and congratulations as well as our gratitute for
giving us the opportunity of witnessing, and participating in,
a g r e a t a n d i n s p i r i n g S l e t .

With your XV. Slet now belonging to our proud Sokol
history we look forward to meeting many of your members at
our V.-Jubilee Slet to be held, as the final fireworks display
of your Slet so thoughtfully announced -in "Vienna 82".

I
I

I

I

(
1

(●stnl eienov* vyboru -
Honorary Board mambers;

Or. ANTONIN hAEBIK
MARIE PROVAZNiKOVA
JARMILA UHLIAOVA

Zdenek M. Dobrovoln ĵL/"̂
Secretary ^

' J a n W a l d a u f
P r e s i d e n t

_ - l | : „ 5 » 0

ARGENTINA AUSTRALIA AUSTRIA CANADA FRANCE GERMANY NETHERLANDS SOUTH AFRICA
SWEDEN SWIT2ERLAND UNITED KINGDOM UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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suggested all that was hateful to the patriotic Czech.
Others saw no need of auniform ...the ver>- idea that
they would dare to appear in public as members of a
Bohemian society was at first startling ...and then
their timidity gave way to hope that perhaps ...
perhaps, after all, we might risk the chance! After some
discussion, and arealization that the SOKOL could not
confine i t s ac t i v i t i es w i th in fou r wa l l s , bu t mus t
endeavour to acquaint itself with the Bohemian public,
the idea of adistinctive uniform succeeded.

For the time being, we agreed unanimously upon a
dress uniform -but details were to be worked out later.
All was not serene, however -the Bohemian individual¬
ism soon came to the fore. Eduard Gregor recommended
that we adopt the Garibaldian red shirt -the symbol of
daring, of devotion to the principle of liberty -the
challenge to all tyrants. Once again, small cliques
discussed the matter -vehemently, Iassure you! Afew
individuals threatened to withdraw from the Sokol if the
red shirt were adopted. Diplomatically, we decided to
postpone the matter of the uni form to a later t ime.

At alater time the original of the current Sokol
uniform was presented, including the red shirt, and the
committee which had been appointed to consider the
matter of uni form dress heart i ly recommended i ts
adoption. Acompromse was made, however, in that the
wearing of the red shirt was not compulsory, but was
left to the individual for decision. When first it was
proposed that members of the Sokol address one another
as “brother” and use the familiar second-person “thee”
and “thou”, many were taken aback ...but gradually
all become reconciled to the democratic innovation.

The preceding is arough sketch of the evolution of
our Soko l organ izat ion unt i l about the Chr is tmas
per iod , 1861 .

members, and certainly no more than that were present
a t o u r fi r s t f o r m a l m e e t i n g . F r o m t h e m o m e n t w e
established ourselves in Appolo, however, our ranks
began to grow much more rapidly.

The large size of our new quarters surprised us. None
believed in supernatural miracles. To all it was obvious
that the pretentious lay-out must have demanded much
thought, sacrifice, and money. The last brought up the
question: Whence did it come? Who was our great
friend? We did know, of course, that some unknown
Bohemian patriot had donated alarge sum of money to
the new Sokol, to tide it through its most perilous times,
during its infancy. For the time being we had to content
ou rse l ves w i t h a rumor t ha t ou r bene fac to r had
advanced more than 1,000 guldens (zlatky) -but details
w e r e n o t a v a i l a b l e .

Already during the first year of our formal existence,
adequate explanation was given us about these

questions. There was more than “luck” to thank for
this assistance -surpr is ing, and t imely. I t proved
especially valuable because of its timeliness. The man
who did these "wonders” for the Sokol -he of the
golden heart and noble soul -was none other than
Jindfich Fuegner.

Most of us spent those months in an atmosphere of
unreality -it did not seem possible that the spacious
arena of Appolo was at our disposition, that our
aspirations promised to be fulfilled. This being
quartered in asuitable building inspired all of us, so
that progress and success became apparent in other
phases of the life of our society. One attainment led to
another. Up until May, 1862, we lived in aSokol
paradise -and so affected were we by the inspiration of
the moment, that no one made notes for posterity.

The more thoughtful in our ranks realized that the
first public appearance of the Sokol (in abody) would
go along way in determining whether the Bohemian
public would adopt the Sokol as their organization or
n o t .

a n

After New’ Year’s day, 1862, we all gathered in the
^mnastic institute managed by Malypetr, eager to hear
official” reports about the growth and prosperity of

our new society. We were abit disappointed to hear
that the membership had not grown as rapidly as was
expected. On the other hand, we were cheered by news
that there was apossibility that the authorities would
approve our by-laws and would allow the Sokol to
function as arecognized organization.

At about this time 1noticed that Malypetr no longer
directed our exercises exclusively, but that assisting him
w a s

It seemed to us that the preparations for the formal
dedication of the Sokol emblem were rather hazy. There
appeared to be alack of coherence in the plans. None of
us had an idea as to the actual make-up of the
celebration. All of us, however, felt awave of exaltation

realized that the formal dedication of the Sokol
flag was not amere ceremony, devoid of any deeper
significance: we knew that the members of the Sokol

w e

a y o u n g m a n w h o a t t e n d e d s o m e o f t h e
pre-Christmas meetings and frequently had charge of a
squad (druzstvo) during the gymnastic classes. If I
remember correctly no one introduced this fellow to us,
and he did not take the liberty to introduce himself
formally. Idoubt whether any of us had an inkling of
the significance Miroslav Tyrs would have for the Sokol
movement, and what agreat organization he was about
to inspire.

SOKOL CLEVELAND

Cook’s Delight:
Czechoslovakian and

American RecipesI N “ A P P O L O

The announcement that the Sokol would move into
its own (rented) quarters in the building known as
“Appolo” thrilled everyone of us. That memorable
e v e n i n g w h e n w e e n t e r e d i n t o o u r fi r s t o w n “ h o m e ”
marked the beginning for us gymnasts of the real Sokol
a c t i v i t y. T h e S o k o l n o w n u m b e r e d a r o u n d 1 0 0

Postage: .60P r i c e : $ 4 . 5 0

Chai rman: S is ter Ber tha J i lek,
110 McCracken Road
Streetsboro, Ohio 44240
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would pledge themselves to strive to bring success to
their own organization and to devote their lives to the
good of the Bohemian nat ion. The emblem i tse l f would
b e a c o n s t a n t r e m i n d e r o f t h i s r e s o l u t i o n .

When the day of the formal dedication arrived, the
ritual was carried out simply, but with dignity. The
predominating yet unspoken feeling was undoubtedly
that of love of our native land -patriotism in the most
n o b l e s t s e n s e o f t h e t e r m .

After the new year, 1863, had rolled around, Tyrs’
desire to give agymnastic e,xhibition before the public
captivated us. As long as Ilive, 1shall not forget the
forenoon of January 26, 1863. In my personal opinion, it
marked the end of one period, the commencement of
another, especially in the political sphere. When we
began our exercises that morning, it seemed to us that
Tyrs’ face had taken on some new qualities. He
appeared to be thinking about some weighty matter,
while he outwardly devoted himself to us. Then, without
ado, he quietly said to us. athin smile playing across
his features: “Last night Ireceived areport that a
r e v o l u t i o n h a d b e e n l a u n c h e d i n P o l a n d . G e n t l e m e n .

I

Not long after the dedication of the flag, the Sokol
sponsored atwo-day outing to Komorni Hradek and to
Posazavi. We were to leave Praha on Saturday
afternoon, before the Svatojanske holidays. Shortly
before this outing, afive-member feminine delegation
visited Miroslav Tyrs with an inquiry: Would the Sokol
accept members of their sex? Could they and their
friends attend the outing at Komorni Hradek and
Posazavi? As diplomatically as possible, Tyrs explained
that so far no measures had been taken to provide for
feminine activities in the new organization.

Before long, it was obvious that even our spacious
quarters in Appolo would not suffice to meet the needs
of our rapidly increasing membership. Temporarily,
while some alterations were to be made, we moved into
t h e b u i l d i n g c a l l e d “ V K o n v i k t e ” . F o r u s , f o r w h o m
Appolo had become asecond home, this change was not
too pleasant. We likewise looked with apprehension at
the great numbers of new members: it seemed to us that
the membership committee was making no effort to
ascertain whether the candidates actually were worthy
of being connected with asociety whose goals were
lofty. We “old timers” insisted upon quality as much
upon quantity. Apromiscuous granting of membership
to anyone might reflect injuriously upon the reputation
of the Sokol. Certain individuals were no asset to us.

what do you say to that?"
Yes. the Poles had arisen -and for the moment we

were thrilled by patriotic motives. Those who dared
F e wchallenge the powers-that-be were brave men.

thought deeper, few there amongst us who weighed the
possible results of the insurrection -whether it was
timely, well-planned, etc. As to the wisdom of the open

-none of us even wanted to think about that
A s i t i s o f t e n t h e c a s e a m o n g s t

I

m o v e

i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r .
Bohemians, we were swayed by our emotions, and he
who dared ap|)eal to reason and attempt an unbiased
analysis of the Polish revolution would have been
condemned as “unpatriotic".

In this atmosphere charged with so many political
events and still greater possibilities, we made prepara¬
tions for our first public gymnastic exhibition. Past
volumes of the Vestnik brought articles about this
memorable Prvni Slet. Suffice to say here that Praha
and environs turned out in wonderful numbers. This

d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e

s o

a s
g r e a t , s p o n t a n e o u s
Sokol Movement, and the success of the gymnastic

itself, surprised even the most optimistic-p r o g r a m
o f o u r m e m b e r s .

During the summer months of 1862 Idiscovered that
the reputation of the Sokol had actually spread to the
far thest par ts o f Bohemia. Apparent ly our in i t ia l

t h e “ c e l e b r a t e d ” o u t i n g t o Z a v i s t , h a d
m e m -

The First Slet was for me personally the last. 1was
spared the pang of the knowledge that it was my final
participation publicly in Sokol life for along time. Not
long after the First Slet, Ireturned to my beloved
Posazavi countryside to spend my vacation. While
there, Icontracted apainful, dangerous, and lengthy
illness. 1returned to Praha in the beginning of June,
1863, merely to complete my studies and take my final
examinations. At first Icould scarcely take part in the
regular gymnastic classes in the Sokol, so weakened had

become during my sickness. As far as

v e n t u r e

impressed loyal Bohemian hearts. We founding
bers realized that the confidence that already had been
placed in us by our countrymen was something to be
cherished, something never to be betrayed.

After returning to Praha following my vacation, I
chanced to attend aprogram sponsored by the “cream
of Bohemian society”. As was the custom of the day,
some of the “well-bred ladies” spoke German exclusive¬
ly. Perhaps the true Sokol spirit had already “gotten”
me ...but Icould not respond in that tongue, and
spoke nothing but Bohemian. This was done, of course,
in as tactful away as possible. Nevertheless, my conduct
must have impressed some of the people within earshot,
f o r o n a l a t e r o c c a s i o n I w a s i n f o r m e d t h a t a n o l d
patriarch who had been present exclaimed, pointing
after me: “There goes aSokol. There goes aleader of
the coming revolution!"

The alterations in Appolo were complete, and once
w o r k e d o u t “ a t h o m e " . M u c h t o

m y s y s t e m
participating in the many enthusiastic outings spon¬
sored by the Sokol that summer -that was out of the
question. And this inability to indulge in that activity
which had become so dear to me -so vital apart of my

r

l i f e - m a d e m e s a d .

Before luy last parting with friends of Sokol Praz.sky
toward the end of July. 1was to experience one final bit
of happiness. 1had known that before long, Sokol
Praz.sky would have its privately owned headquarters,
riianks to the generous financial assistance of Jindfich
1uegner. proi^erty had been purchased. My last act as a
Sokol in Praha was to assist in the digging of the
hnmdations for the future home of my beloved Sokol.

m yw em o r e

everlasting regret, this blissful activity in the Sokol did
not endure for me. The days of contentment amongst
men with whom 1felt united in the cause of our nation
were short ly brought to aclose.

W h e n 1 r e t u r n e d t o P r a h a , M a r c h 3 , 1 8 6 4 , f r o m
Hungary, my friend led me into the completed, new
home of Sokol Prazsky. Our noble Fuegner, who shall
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live in our hearts forever, personally escorted me
through the building, explaining in ahappy mood its
many fea tu res . O . how fo r tuna te he fe l t t ha t he cou ld
have made th is cont r ibut ion to the Sokol Movement ! As
we were parting, he took leave of me with these words:
"Never forget that you were aSokol”.

Neither of us thought that we were saying "Nazdar"
to one another for the last time. Never again was 1to
see the venerable Fuegner alive ...

S o k o l P u b l i c a t i o n

E d i t o r “ A m e r i c a n S o k o l "
Postage "American Sokol"

S IOO.OO
8 . 5 8

S 1 0 8 . 5 8

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

. \ S O U n i f o r m D i v i s i o n - S a l a r i e s ,
F ICA , IW T an d Pho n e

Future Soko l Leaders
F u n d - P o s t a g e

Transfer of funds from checking
account to savings

$ 4 9 0 . 4 6

. 7 2

2 ,000 .00
A S O F I N A N C I A L R E P O R T $ 2 , 4 9 1 . 1 8

$8,671 .91T O T A L D I S B U R S E M E N T S
Balance brought forward:

Western National Bank of Cicero -
Check ing accoun t
Receipts -July 1981

July 1981
R E C E I P T S :
D u e s

Sokol T. G. Masaryk Dues
Dividends and Interest
Resale of Jewelry
"Highlights of Czech History"
UPS Charges
Postage
Song Books
Membership Kits
Resale of Pictures
Donations to General Fund
Misce l l aneous

$ 4 , 0 1 2 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

4 7 9 . 2 2

8 9 . 5 5
2 4 . 7 5

$ 1 0 , 4 3 6 . 6 3
5 , 7 7 4 . 6 4

$ 1 6 , 2 1 1 . 2 7
8 , 6 7 1 . 9 1Disbursements -July 1981

2 . 5 9 $ 7 , 5 3 9 . 3 6
1 . 2 1 FUTURE SOKOL LEADERS FUND

July 1981
In memory of Bro. Frank J. Ruzicka
(Portion of his estate according to his wishes) $7,240.00
Marie Novak Trust, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

1 0 . 0 0
2 2 . 0 0
1 0 . 5 0

1 7 0 . 0 0
1 5 0 . 0 0 3 3 0 . 7 2

$ 7 , 5 7 0 . 7 2
9 6 5 . 4 3

$4 ,981 .82
I n t e r e s t E a r n e dASO Uniform Division -Rents,

Salaries, etc.
T O T A L R E C E I P T S

D i s b u r s e m e n t s :
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e

Salaries -Office Help
FICA, FWT-June 1981
IWT -2nd Otr. 1981
Rent, Janitor Serv'ices,

Phone, Electric
Office Supplies
Postage and UPS Charges
Printing By-Laws and

Quarterly Reports
XV ASO Slet Postage, Phone,

Advertising
Bank Charges -Checks and

Canadian Discount

$ 8 , 5 3 6 . 1 57 9 2 . 8 2

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES FUND
July 1981

In memory of Charles Placek
John and Vera Burkat
Helen Placek
Raymond J. and Judy M. Perina
Mrs. Mary Findor, Ernest and Mildred Cech
Va l Smick las Damon

$5,774 .64

$ 2 0 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

$ 5 5 7 . 8 2
1 6 7 . 6 0

6 7 . 3 3

5 1 8 . 1 8 $ 1 0 0 . 0 0
4 4 . 5 14 . 6 7

Interest Earned1 0 3 . 9 6
$ 1 4 4 . 5 1

Donations are tax exempt2 ,954 .80

2 1 8 . 1 2

Travel Bulletin 19824 7 . 2 2

$4 ,639 .70
Board of Instructors
Salar ies
FICA, FWT-June 1981
IWT -2nd Otr. 1981
Editor “Sokol Gymnast”
Phone
Travel Expense
XV ASO Slet -Volleyballs

Educational Department
F ICA - June 1981
IWT -2nd Otr. 1981
Postage

The American Sokol Organization in conjunction
with our Districts is sponsoring atour to Europe joining
the VSokols Abroad Slet held in Vienna, Austria. The
16 day tour (air -land) will visit Vienna, Salzburg,
Munich, Innsbruck, Venice, Ljubljana and Bled. Two
types of accomodations are available, Superior Tourist
and Economy Tourist; prices from: Chicago, $1,386.00 -
$1,340.00; New York, $1,298.00 -$1,254.00; Houston,
$1,432.00 -$1,387.00. Departures will be June 30th
arriving Vienna July 1st with 4nights stay in Vienna then

to touring Austria, Germany, Italy and Yugoslavia.
Detailed itinerary may be obtained by contacting the

American Sokol office or Weber Travel Agency, 6805
West Cermak Roak, Berwyn, IL 60402-0730.

$ 3 1 0 . 0 6
9 8 . 6 8
3 8 . 0 9
3 0 . 0 0
1 3 . 1 9

8 0 0 . 0 0
1 3 6 . 2 5

$1 ,426 .27

$ 3 . 1 4 o n

2 . 8 6
. 1 8

$ 6 . 1 8
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Thousands have come, but few stayed on to keep up
the work . Those who fa i led , lack de terminat ion ;
unfortunately some of the leaders also lack it. The results
surely would be greater, if there were more laborers. For
example: what acolony of honey bees can do in unity and
in cooperation, what duties they perform! Would it not
be awonderful world, if we could do the same?

Emil Nekuda wrote the above words. His life was an
example of exactly what he wrote. But Emil passed away

August 20, 1981 after along illness. He has left a
devoted friend to carry on the work of Sokol, his dear
wife, Louise, who is president of the Pacific district. A
memorial service was held Saturday, August 29, 1981 at
10:00 a.m. at the Westwood Vi l lage Mortuary, in
Wes twood , Ca l i f o rn i a .

Bro. Nekuda was past president of Sokol Los Angeles
and his talents will be sorely missed by all. Donations
may be made in his name to the AMERICAN SOKOL
Slet Travel Fund. We bid another devoted Sokol,
farewel l !

SOKOL HAVLICEK-TYRS,
Chicago, I l l ino is

7 0 t h A N N I V E R S A R Y

We are all invited and many of us are apart of the
whole 70 year history. When the new Sokol Havlicek-
Tyrs Hall was opened in 1911 after two units merged and
agreed to use both names, we were there, on the shining
floor, starting in 1st class, starting anew life after school.
It was awonderful thing for us. The hall was large, later
abalcony was installed and the unit was the largest in the
USA, number ing over 500 members .

The Anniversary Part will have an exhibit of pictures
and articles collected by the members and teams.

Sokol Havlicek-Tyrs was situated on Lawndale Avenue
in “Ceska Kalifornie” and the neighborhood was almost
completely Czech. It was said you could purchase any
thing from atoothpick to an apartment building on 26th
Street and not know aword of English.

However, times changed and the building was sold;
after being anight club for awhile, it was destroyed by
fire and finally levelled to the ground.

Only memories remain, memories of many dedicated
leaders long since gone, who left with us such love for
organization that we, too, have stayed to carry on the
legacy.

Memories, too, of many of Sletova Akademie, Slet
awards night, with visitors from all over the USA.

Ahead of us is the Chicagoland Sokol drive toward new
quarters, let us cooperate to the fullest extent.

N A Z D A R !
Emi l ie Ruz icka , Soko l M iami

o n

I

I

!

P L E A S E N O T E :
Thank you to the following people whose names

inadvertantly omitted from the XV American Sokol Slet
S o u v e n i r b o o k .

w e r e

o u r

T R O P H Y F U N D :
Ed Jirousek -Sokol Greater Cleveland, Roy and

Vlasta Zitny -Sokol Brookfield, Sokol Town of Lake -
T o w n i t c s .

WELL WISHERS:
Benny and Mary Pavey -Sokol Fort Worth. We are

sorry for these omissions, but when handling such a
volume of ads etc. mistakes are bound to happen.
Thank you again!I N M E M O R I A M

E M I L N E K U D A

Commemorat ive PlatesS O K O L , T H E F A M I L Y A N D T H E N A T I O N

Soko l l i fe has a lways been as t rugg le be tween t ru th
and falsehood; justice and farce; spirit and matter. In his
life, man seeks for something with which he may be
happy, content and secure. Contentment is attained by
the fulfil lment of dut ies, which must be done; of
individual desires that are satisfied and accomplished for
one’s family, Sokol, nation.

Work is the necessity of life. Work will reap results.
Apply yourselves to the effort with energy, in carrying
that particular phase of Sokol endeavors.

Every occupation demands planning, creating and
striving for perfection and advancement. This is true in
any Sokol training, trade or profession. We wish to give
physical strength.courage and self confidence. .Sokol
training wants you to be humble and moral, to have a
cultured mind in abeautiful body, to be healthy,
respectable, and most of all aloyal Sokol and aloyal
citizen of these United States.

Tell your friends about Sokol, bring them with you, so
they may share it with you. Arouse interest in Sokol work
in your friends, so that may carry on the work, and fill in
the places left by the old and deceased members.

1his notice is to let you know that the XV. National
s t i l l a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h eS l e t s o u v e n i r p l a t e s a r e

American Sokol Organization office, 6426 W. Cermak
Road, Berwyn, IL 60402.

Many plates were reserved but were not picked up at
the Slet in Fort Worth. Those people have been notified
by postcard that we are holding their plates. In case you
did not reserve your plate we still have afew numbers
left. We arc trying to give you the same number that
your plate had in 1977. Plate collectors know that this
makes your souvenir plate collection more valuable.

r
o n

I

Plates can be picked up at the office weekdays, or if
you live out-of-town, they can be shipped to you. Then
the cost is $20.(X) plus shipping charges.

In case you didn't know ours is one of the smallest
luintings of souvenir plates in the United States. We
have only 300 plates produced. Any production of
l.'^.OfM) or less is considered avaluable collector’s item.
Ihe plates purchased in 1977 have already doubled in
price. Don't miss out on this fine collection of plates!
(See pictures -page 104).
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W H E N Y O U P U R C H A S E L I F E , R E T I R E M E N T O R M O R T G A G E I N S U R A N C E
F R O M C S A , Y O U R E C E I V E V A L U A B L E I N S U R A N C E P R O T E C T I O N . Y O U
A L S O E N J O Y M E M B E R S H I P I N A F R A T E R N A L B E N E F I T S O C I E T Y . C S A
F R A T E R N A L P R O G R A M S B E N E F I T T H E M E M B E R S A N D T H E I R F A M I L I E S .

F o r F u r t h e r I n f o r m a t i o n C o n t a c t

CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIETY of AMERICA
Celebrating Its 125th Year

C S A P L A Z A

B E R W Y N , I L 6 0 4 0 22 7 0 1 S . H A R L E M A V E N U E

Phones: (312) 795-5800 -(312) 242-2224

T H E

A t ’ J e d e t e

k a m k o l i v
B O H E M I A N
N A T I O N A L

C E M E T E R YJust aThought ..
vlakem, lodi nebo

letadlem,

po celem svete nebo jen
po Amer ice ,

vzdy pojedete nejiepe od

An organization may spread itself
over the whole world -may have
thousands of members ... yet the
average person will form his judg¬
ment of the company through his
c o n t a c t w i t h o n e i n d i v i d u a l . I f t h i s

person is rude or inefficient, it will
require alot of courtesy and effici¬
ency to overcome the bad impression.
Every member of an organization
w h o , i n a n y c a p a c i t y c o m e s i n
contact with the public, is asalesman
...the impression he makes is an
advertisement ...good or bad.

O F C H I C A G O

FEATURES THE BEAUTIFUL
MASARYK MEMORIAL

M A U S O L E U M
WITH NEWLY ADDED WINGS

It offers acomplete cemetery
s e r v i c e c o n s i s t i n g o f

C rema t i on -Co lumbar i um
G r o u n d I n t e r m e n t s

BRONZE GRAVE MARKERS
and GRANITE MEMORIALS are

on display at the Cemetery
O f fi c e .

5255 North Pulaski Road
Chicago, Illinois 60630
Telephones: 539-8442 -3

Suburban 788-8442

Listen to our radio hour every
Sunday at 9:00 A.M. on WTAQ

H E G E R

T R AV E L B U R E A U

6 1 1 8 W . C e r m a k R o a d
Cicero, I l l inois 60650

I n s i d e E M D
P e r : P a u l L e b l o c h

8 6 3 - 3 6 8 1
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Spolehl iva cestovni sluzba do vsech casti sveta
Vyridime rychle apresne navstevu Vasich WEBER TRAVEL AGENCY

pfibuznych zCSR. C E R M A K R O A D
BERWYN, ILL. 60402

Darkova sluzba TUZEX Vasim drahym. 3 1 2 - 7 4 9 - 1 3 3 33 1 2 - 2 4 2 - 1 5 1 2

8 4 t h Western Fraternal
Life AssociationS U C C E S S F U L

Y E A R Zapadni Cesko-Bratrska Jednota
o f

l a r g e s t
C Z E C H - A M E R I C A N

ORGANIZATION IN U.S.A.

F r a t e r n a l
L i f e I n s u r a n c e

P R O T E C T I O N i

( .

O r g a n i z e d i n 1 8 9 7 w i t h 1,259 mennbers in 8states,
in 18 states, has over $178,000,000 of insurance in force. -Total assets
o v e r $ 4 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

N o w l i c e n s e d

Offers Legal Reserve Fraternal Life Insurance for
Juveniles and Adults to age 65.

Home o ffice
1900 1st AVENUE N.E. CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 52402


