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From the Editor...

The Tradition Continues is our Slet slogan for this summer in
Cedar Rapids. How has your district allowed the Sokol tradition
to continue? Your unit? Yourself? Why do you Stick with Sokol?
Because of all the friends you would have never met otherwise—
all over the county? All over the world?

Is it because you like to stay active and Sokol is one of the
few organizations that offer classes for all ages? Do you like to
teach and watch children grow into upstanding young adults
throughout the program?

Is it a "family affair" wherein many of your ancestors, parents
and siblings have and always will be involved in Sokol? Do
you value volunteering and helping people and families grow
together in this great organization?

Whatever your reason is for sticking with Sokol, now is the

time to show your love and join us this summer in the City of 5
Seasons! This Special Slet Edition of the publication has all the
information you need to Plan - Promote - Participate! We hope
to see everyone there. | even bought new luggage, it's super
cute, you gotta see it ;0)

NAZDAR!

™

Ogiles L(M/‘
i

Save a Tree... Save Our Organization. CLICK HERE:
http://american-sokol.org/gogreen/

To Submit Items for Publication:
Email: editor@american-sokol.org

Postal Mail: American Sokol Editor, Julie Kaupert,
1333 W. Touhy Ave., #216, Park Ridge, IL 60068

Postmaster:
Send Notice of Undeliverable Periodicals to:
American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.




EXECUTIVE BOARD PRESIDENT

é The Presidential Address

®

The Sokol Eye - Sokolskym Okem

We have some new leaders that have stepped up to take on some major roles in the national organization!
Kimberly Karovic Elliot and Shannon Griffing are our new Co-Youth Directors! Both Kim and Shannon come
from Sokol Stickney and are looking to bring new assets to the youth membership in American Sokol and make
it strong again. When Tom Pajer started this program it was strong and offered fun activities for our youth. Since
then, many things have changed in society and our youth have access to smart phones, apps and have a greater
interest in technology. Kim and Shannon are hoping to create new ways for our youth to interact with each other
and engage their attention towards Sokol ideals.

Hallie Soulides, Sokolice Tabor, has been elected to the office of National Educational Director. She is a graduate
of our National Instructor School and holds many leadership roles at the Unit and District level. Some of Hallie’s
initial goals are:
« Survey unit and district directors on their current programs, successful activities, needs and goals.
« Development/implementation of educational lesson plans (including programs and initiative both
passive & active).
» Create a platform for document/idea sharing and collaboration at a national level (for educational
efforts).
« Collaborate with national and district youth program directors, and share educational resources with
Youth Ambassadors.

Also, please join us in welcoming Zelmira Zivny as our new Pacific District President! This is her first national
role and she is very excited to begin and get involved on the Board of Governors. We are so grateful for these
members taking on the national roles and being a voice for success with our national team of leaders. This is a
great sign of strength and hope for the future of Sokol. The position of National Membership Director is still
open! American Sokol needs someone who can focus on increasing our membership numbers and developing
the benefits of being a Sokol member. The Membership Committee has been working under the temporary
guidance of Irene Wynnyczuk (Eastern District President). If you are interested please contact the national office.
2018 Prague Slet Tours! For those planning ahead - Save the dates! ... Details and Pre-registration to follow...
o June 23-29th Pre-Slet Tour: Vienna, Budapest, Estergom, Bratislava. Including a concert in Vienna,
castles, spas, riverboat cruise... and many other historic places.
o June 30 - July 8th Prague Slet Week: Day tours within Prague and to many exciting Czech places
outside the city!
o July 8 - July 13th - Post Slet Tour: Croatia — sea coast!

Final thought... with all of the divisiveness in our country today, it is a call for all Sokols to be mindful to work
together despite any differing points of view. We certainly have our own share of national and local tensions in
our organization. Sokol can use the current situation in our country as a teachable moment for all of us, that to
be effective and constructive moving forward, all ideas must be respectfully heard. Our founders proudly formed
Sokol to operate in a democratic format, and we have survived all of these years due to our faith and belief in
these ideals. All of your ideas, comments and feelings are important to us. As Sokols we need to persevere in
what we have been taught and be the example to all of those around us. We have an exciting future and I look
forward to making great things happen together as one, including all of our differences!

It's our SLET & FESTIVAL time - get ready for some Sokol fun!

At zije Sokol! ~ Long Live Sokol!
Jean Hruby, President

American Sokol February 2017
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The mission of the American Sokol is to provide fitness and community for individuals and families
through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.

Dear Supporters:

American Sokol remains an organization dedicated to its original goals while evolving with the
times to meet the needs of its members. Since 1865 we have been shaping the lives of
Olympians, diplomats, artists, athletes, and most importantly, answering our neighbors need
for programs that we offer.

We will be hosting our XXIV national athletic and social event , our Sokol Slet & Festival, in
Cedar Rapids, lowa, June 22-25, 2017. This event will draw participants and spectators from
across the United States, as well as internationally from the Czech Republic and Canada.
Attendees will compete in Artistic Gymnastics, Volleyball, Marching, and Fitness Challenges.
The Opening Ceremony will highlight special number performances and, of course, lots of fun
for all!

A very special event will be our banquet which will feature the 1** Annual Sokol Awards
Presentation including the inaugural Hall of Fame Award. Our volunteer committee members
have been deligently planning these events and look forward to your attendance and support.

Physical fitness and mental alertness has been a national concern for many years and the
American Sokol has always placed total body and mind fitness as a priority in our programing.
Our gyms continue to address the needs of our members and the public from age 3 through
advanced senior ages.

The documents attached contain methods to support this great event and we appreciate your
support and participation in 2017. Sponsorships are due no later than April 15", 2017 to be
included in promotional materials.

Thank you and with our traditional - Nazdar! (on to Victory, on to Success!)

American Sokol Executive Board and XXIV Slet & Festival Committee

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
@?\ American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

,j\:?. Established 1865 - 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization
3

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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Calendar of Events

Thursday, June 22™
* C(alisthenics and Marching Competition
* Opening Ceremonies and Evening Social
Location: All above events at Scottish Rite Temple - www.CRScottishRite.org

Friday, June 23"
* Day: Volleyball and Fitness Challenge
Location: lowa Sports Center - www.iasportscenter.com
* Evening: Slet Banquet and 1* Annual Sokol Awards Presentation
Location: National Czech and Slovak Museum & Library - www.ncsml.org

Saturday, June 24™
* Day: Gymnastics competitions
Location: Sokol Cedar Rapids - www.sokolcr.com
* Evening: Victory Dance
Location: Clarion Hotel, (host hotel) - www.clarioncr.com

Sunday, June 25"
* Slet Program and Closing Ceremony
Location: Kingston Stadium

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
S American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org
el )
é’;,\,, Established 1865 - 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization
2 ;
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Slet & Festival Event Sponsorships
Accepting sponsorships NOW!
Deadline: April 15, 2017 for names/logos to be included.

Diamond - $5000
* Your name and/or company Logo featured at all events.
* Logo on selected Slet merchandise.
* Logo on all digital and print marketing for one year.
* Admission for 8 to all events (including banquet).

Gold - $3000

* Your name and/or company Logo featured at all events.
* Logo on all digital and print marketing for six months.
* Admission for 4 to all events (including banquet).

Silver - $1000
* Your name and/or company Logo featured at all events.
* Admission for 2 to all events (excluding banquet).

Exclusive Merchandise Sponsorships

Be the exclusive sponsor on any of the following items.
e Official Slet Staff Shirts (100+) - $1500
* Participant Bags (500) - $1500

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
", American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

e
7 )
\6’;}--\;7‘ Established 1865 - 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization
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The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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Slet Banquet Sponsorships

RED Table Sponsor - $2,000+

* Listing/Logo in Banquet Program Book, 8 Tickets to the banquet
WHITE Table Sponsor - $1,500 - $1,999

* Listing/Logo in Banquet Program Book, 4 Tickets to the banquet
BLUE Table Sponsor - $1000 - $1,499

* Listing/Logo in Banquet Program Book, 2 Tickets to the banquet
Sponsor a Junior - $80

* Buy a banquet ticket for a future Sokol leader — to be seated and

recognized at the banquet.

1°*Annual Award Recipient Sponsorships — $500 each
NAMES TO BE ANNOUNCED MARCH IST, 2017.

e Listing in Banquet Program Book

* Purchase of the Award

* Present the Award to the recipient at the banquet.

* 2 Tickets for the Award Recipient and their guest.

Fugner Service Awards - *(6 total)

Kriz Sports Achievement Awards - *(6 total)
Masaryk Leadership Awards - *(6 total)
Cihak Distinguished Service Awards - *(6 total)
Miroslav Tyrs - Hall of Fame Awards - **(12 total)

*One recipient from each District may receive this award.
** Two recipients from each District may receive this award.

OTHER REQUESTED DONATIONS:
WINE — Donate a bottle or two of wine for the wine raffle!

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
)\/ \ American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

\"'% \_,‘7‘ Established 1865 — 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization
\.\__»' v

American Sokol February 2017
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Slet Banquet

Silent Auction Request for Donated Items

Dear Friend:

We are writing on behalf of the American Sokol XXIV Slet & Festival Committee to request a donation
for our silent auction scheduled for June 24, 2017 during the Banquet. At this event, there will be
many friends of American Sokol and the items will be listed in our program. We auction off gift cards,
merchandise, and services generously donated by businesses like yours. The event proceeds will help
with the Capital Campaign which will feather our Endowment Fund so that improved and new
programs may be refurbished or started, Sokol buildings can be assisted with infrastructure
improvements and ADA compliance, and Czech language and culture can be encouraged within the
Sokol units and perhaps e-learning for children and adults.

We would greatly appreciate any donation you can make. Should you make a donation for the silent
auction, your business will be recognized on auction displays at the event as well as in the Slet and
Festival program. We will also provide a donation receipt letter with the American Sokol’s tax-
exempt ID number for your records. Simply complete the In-Kind Contribution Form and deliver to
the American Sokol office, address is listed below. If you are bringing the item directly to the
banquet, please contact me to make arrangements. Deadline for donations is April 157 2017.

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at (708) 955-3269 or at
kbarcal@comcast.net On behalf of the American Sokol, thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Kathleen G. Barcal
Silent Auction Committee Chairperson - American Sokol

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
ol \, American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

{‘,—\-37 Established 1865 — 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization
)

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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We are seeking donations for the XXIV Slet and Festival Trophy Fund. With your
help we can acknowledge the hard work of our competitors by providing
memorable awards in the categories outlined below.

Sponsor names will be included on the Team Trophies. If you or your company
would like to sponsor all or a group of the awards, please contact the national
office: 708.255.5397 or aso@american-sokol.org to discuss placement of name
on the awards, and additional marketing deliverables. All donors and sponsors
will be listed in the program book.

Choose a sponsorship level below:

$150 - Team Trophy (56 Total)

$150 - Calisthenics Author Trophy (9 Total)

S50 - General Donation for Medals for Individuals on Teams,
Gymnastic & Fitness Challenge

Complete the sponsorship form and mail payment to:
American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave., Brookfield IL 60513

Deadline: April 15, 2017

For Credit Card donations, please contact the national office.

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
;L/\ American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

'3 \_;7. Established 1865 — 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization

N _/

American Sokol February 2017
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“THE TRADITION CONTINUES” - EVENT PROGRAM BOOK

A treasured piece of historic and informative information, your ad reflects your continuing
support of the American Sokol and it's activities. Everyone placing an ad will receive a copy of
the finished book. Share your memories, advertise your business, send “shout outs” to your

Sokol friends!

All Ads are in Black and White - Color Ads Add 55.
SPECIAL OFFER: Include a picture of your “Tradition Continues” — at no cost.
The Program Book Committee has editorial rights.

PROGRAM BOOK SIZE: 8.5” X 11"

AD SIZE COST

Full Page $150

1/2Page - 8.5” x 6.5” $95

1/4Page — 4.25”x 3.25” $50

Boosters $10 — Two lines

Please send Checks Payable to: American Sokol
Attn: AD BOOK — ALLISON GERBER, 818 BOLTON ST, SPRINGVILLE, IA 52336
SEND ALL DIGITAL ADS BY EMAIL: akgerb@netins.net
To pay by Credit Card — Contact the American Sokol Office — contact is listed below.
DEADLINE - APRIL 15, 2017

PLEASE PRINT

Member, Business, Organization Name:
Contact: Phone:

Address:

Email:

Signature: Date:

Ad Size/Type: Add Color (+$5): Total Amount:
AD included: AD Emailed:

*For Boosters — Please write your message on the back

American Sokol is a 501c3 not-for-profit educational organization. All donations are tax deductible according to

law. A copy of this form along with an acknowledgement of receipt will be returned to you.

- Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
6)&7\ American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org
\ .’{"\1:

’ Established 1865 - 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization

N

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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RECAP OF SPONSORSHIP AND DONATION OPPORTUNITIES — due April 15,2017

SPONSOR/DONATE NAME AMOUNT LIMIT
EVENT DIAMOND $5000 Unlimited
EVENT GOLD $3000 Unlimited
EVENT SILVER $1000 Unlimited
EXCLUSIVE EXCLUSIVE TSHIRT SPONSOR $2500 1
EXCLUSIVE EXCLUSIVE STAFF SHIRT $1500 1
SPONSOR
AWARDS BANQUET RED TABLE SPONSOR $2000+ Unlimited
AWARDS BANQUET WHITE TABLE SPONSOR $1500-$2000 Unlimited
AWARDS BANQUET BLUE TABLE SPONSOR $1000 - $1499 Unlimited
AWARDS BANQUET SPONSOR A JUNIOR $80 Unlimited
AWARDS BANQUET FUGNER SERVICE AWARD $500 6 (1 per District)
AWARDS BANQUET KRIZ SPORTS ACHIEVEMENT $500 6 (1 per District)
AWARD
AWARDS BANQUET MASARYK LEADERSHIP $500 6 (1 per District)
AWARD
AWARDS BANQUET CIHAK DISTINGUISHED $500 6 (1 per District)
SERVICE AWARD
AWARDS BANQUET TYRS - HALL OF FAME AWARD | $500 12 (2 per District)
TROPHY SPONSOR TEAM TROPHY $150 30
TROPHY SPONSOR CALISTHENIC AUTHORS $150 9
TROPHY SPONSOR MEDALS: INDIVIDUALS ON DONATION 352
TEAMS
TROPHY SPONSOR MEDALS: INDIVIDUALS FOR DONATION 270
GYMNASTICS & FITNESS
CHALLENGE
IN-KIND DONATION SILENT AUCTION ITEMS DONATION Unlimited
IN-KIND DONATION WINE FOR WINE RAFFLE DONATION Unlimited
IN-KIND DONATION GIVE-A-WAYS ,water/snacks DONATION Unlimited
DONATION PROGRAM BOOK - $150, $95, $50, $10 Unlimited

W
p < E"

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
(:?\ American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

Established 1865 - 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization

American Sokol February 2017



12 RISING STAR

RISING STAR:

Jessica Vierke’s great grandmother came from Czechoslovakia and her
grandmother belonged to Sokol. But there was a break where her family
did not belong to Sokol. Then she saw the TNT perform and talked to Bob
Kucera who got her excited about becoming a part of Sokol Naperville-
Tyrs.

Jessica started classes before she was five in the 1st Class Girls and there
was no looking back. Jessica’s brother, Josh, also attends Sokol. Jessica has
been kept busy with Sokol not just at her own unit but with the Central
District. Besides attending classes through the years she is now coaching
the Juniors class twice a week for her own unit and 1st Girls class at
Chicagoland. Jessica is also the Youth Ambassador for Sokol Naperville-
Tyrs, competes in the Special Numbers event, track and field, calisthenics
and marching teams, GIJO gymnastic team, attended summer camp at
Sokol Tabor for several years and has participated in the Central District
skills clinics from 2010-2016. Jessica also attends Central District monthly
BOI meetings where she has an opportunity to speak up and give a young
person’s perspective.

Jessica has attended National Slets (American Sokol., Sokol USA or COS) in 2005, 2009, 20011, 2012, 2013,
2015 and plans on participating in Cedar Rapids this summer. She plans on going back to Prague in 2018.
Jessica has attended three National Instructors schools where she has gained confidence, made lots of friends,
great networking opportunities, leadership skills and gathered knowledge for life in general and for the future.

Jessica is currently a senior at Neuqua High School in Naperville where she has been on their gymnastic team
for three years as well as their athletic training program. Jessica plans on attending the University of Iowa in
Cedar Rapids this fall working towards a degree in Physical Therapy hoping to be involved with young people
with sports injuries getting them back to their life’s capabilities. She would like to be able to drop by Sokol
Cedar Rapids during college to participate there but distance and time constraints might get in the way.

When asked how she plans on keeping Sokol in her life while at college, Jessica wants to continue to participate
in the National Slets and Sokol Naperville-Tyrs exhibition.

Jessica attended the SALT (Sokol Aspiring Leaders of Tomorrow) session which is to capitalize on the ideas
and concerns of our younger members (16-30). Jessica is now part of this group. She feels this group provides
an avenue for expressing opinions, plan and handle events, and building leadership skills. In fact she sees her
generation (by keeping them engaged or reason to come back after college) as the future leaders of American
Sokol. Hmmm do we have a future Executive Board member in the making?

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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SPONORSHIP DONATION FORM

Please use this form for all monetary sponsorship donations:

Slet Event, Banquet, Sokol Awards, Trophies and Medals.

Deadline: April 15, 2017

Make Checks Payable to: Credit Card Donation:

American Sokol Complete information below,

9126 Ogden Avenue Go to the National Office to swipe or,
Brookfield IL 60513 Call to make payment over the phone.
Date:

Company/Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Sponsorship Type:

Amount: Check #:

Signature:

American Sokol is a 501c3 not-for-profit educational organization. All donations are tax
deductible according to law. A copy of this form along with an acknowledgement of receipt will
be returned to you.

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
K/\ American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

—Z Established 1865 — 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization

American Sokol February 2017
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In-Kind Donation Form

We are asking for the following items to be donated.
Please use this form for all non-monetary donations.

* Give-A-ways (i.e. bottled water, snack food, discount coupons, banquet party
favors, etc. Expected participants 300-500 ~ Expected spectators 400-600
* Silent Auction Item

e  Wine — for Wine Pull Raffle

Deadline: April 15, 2017

Donation Received on:

Company/Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Brief Description of item(s) donated

Fair Market Value

American Sokol is a 501c3 not-for-profit educational organization. All donations are tax
deductible according to law. A copy of this form along with an acknowledgement of receipt will
be returned to you.

Join us at our Slet & Festival in Cedar Rapids!
@:?\ American Sokol, 9126 Ogden Ave, Brookfield, IL 60513 — 708.255.5397 — www.american-sokol.org

T, Established 1865 — 501(c)3 not for profit educational organization
s

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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LESS THAN FIVE (5) MONTHS TO SLET!
Members:

+» Have you saved Slet dates, planned vacation time and decided
travel plans?

¢ Have you made you hotel reservations yet? See hotel information
elsewhere in this publication.

Unit Directors:

+» Have you filled out and returned your Slet Survey? (On website)

¢ Are you considering having a special performance at the Opening
Ceremony? If so don’t forget there is a February 28 deadline to
submit application (form on website under Slet Manual 3.8.1)

+¢ Do all your participants in the Closing Slet Program have their
appropriate Calisthenics uniform (last deadline before the Slet is
April 1)

¢ Are you supporting the Slet and encouraging your members to
attend and participate?

¢ Have you distributed the calisthenic materials to your coaches,
and reviewed Slet Manual materials (all information on website)

Your National Board of Instructors are hard at work finalizing
competition events. Information on Registration will be available soon.
Registration deadline is May 15. A big part of any Slet are all the
competitive events. Our trophy design has been completed. Trophies
will be used for team competitions. Our goal is to have costs for these
trophies and medals covered by sponsorships by businesses, units,
district, organizations and individuals generous donations. Can you
help out? How about taking the trophy letter below to businesses you
know to see if they are willing to support us.

American Sokol February 2017
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AMERICAN SOKOL

VESTNIK AMERICKE OBCE SOKOLSKE

Roénik - Vol. CIX

April — 1988 — Duben

Cislo - No. 4

50 YEARS AGO

The American Sokols were ready for the trip to
Prague XI Slet to participate in THE event which
took place every six years. The Slet began with
Winter Games in the Tatra Mountains. In May and
June Districts in every part of Czechoslovakia con-
ducted their competitions and exhibitions where
gymnasts had to compete for a place in the Calis-
thenics in Prague. We were scheduled for July 4th
commemorating the American Holiday. In order to
place on the American team our members started
training early and were judged by the committee in
Prague with the author sitting in review, tears
streaming down her cheeks, saying, “Vy to cvitite
jako baletky — velmi krasn&”. (The Praha Sletova
Prostnd is a composition of movement; for once
you had mastered them you were reciting a poem, a
beautiful flowing recitation bringing to your body
Dr. Tyr$” “A sound mind in a sound body™.)

We performed the Calisthenics in the Strahov
Stadium which is the largest in the world (five foot-
ball fields combined), seating 250,000 spectators
that year plus several tens of thousands standing
room sold. We were 14,400 women on the field, it
was a long walk to reach our places but the 120
piece army band gave us the “wings” except for the
sad fact that it rained at morning rehearsal and kept
raining all day. Admission was charged to the
morning rehearsal. The music was carried under-
ground to grates a yard in diameter set all over the
field.

The American Sokol headquarters and Slovak
USA planned three years in advance reserving
accommodations on ships and trains to transport
an estimated 2500 tourists and gymnasts in May
and June sailings. The Board of Instructors, the
Executive Board, and prominent Sokol leaders
received invitations from Sokols in Czechoslovakia
to visit and perform. We did as many as time would
permit. All this with an awesome cloud overhead
—Hitler’s Nazis and Storm troops were becoming
more and more active, headlines and radio brought
fear to us all that our people were in danger of war
looming on the horizon. The first blow came in
May when the Czech government called out all
Army regulars and reservists in a general mobiliza-
tion. The country was stunned. There were great
shortages of men in every phase of life, every family
unit, and the men’s calisthenics showed it most of

all. Some men were returned home a few days
before the main event and those that could attend
the slet were very happy indeed.

Our train crossing Germany in two sections
found shops and food booths closed to us and so
we defiantly waved our American flags from every
window. What a welcome we received in Cheb.
Baskets of kolache, flowers, Sokol bands and
banners — everything in the cities stopped for “The
Americans are coming!” Sadly, we found people
emigrating to other countries, leaving property and
friends, sensing the attacks in Germany heading in
the direction of the Sudetenland. These centuries
old borders were demanded by Hitler and with
meetings going on between leaders of France, Eng-
land, and Russia, Hitler got what he wanted. In five
zones the Nazis took hunderds of miles and all who
remained were then attached to the Reich. The
Sokol buildings were grabbed and what Sokol
property was there was hidden as members who got
out in time ran into the smaller Republic. Chaos
reigned.

My husband J. Vena Welcl and 1 planned to stay
in Europe for a year and were in Praha during all
these events. We were volunteers in the Praha Wil-
son Station meeting trains from the borders carry-
ing children picked up in school with teachers
escaping marauding bands of boys from German
families starting fights.

We came back to the United States in December
— listening to the appeals of the U.S. Embassy that
there would be no protection for Americans who
insist on staying. On March 15 Hitler occupied
Czechoslovakia and the Sokol leaders were among
the first to be carted away to the concentration
camps.

We look back to those months and sadly restate
our opinion that World War II started for our peo-
ple in 1937-38 and that, especially the Sokols, life
has not been good to them. Emilie Welcl-Ruzicka

Sokol Miami

(Emilie asked me to edit her writings, but it
wasn't necessary, her recollections deeply moved
me. As I typed this, I thought about all our Sokol
leaders, parents, family, and neighbors. I imagined
that it could have been us, now, experiencing this
nightmare. I wonder how many of us will remember
1988 in 2038 as vividly.)

see the photo on the back cover

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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Slet & Festival
June 22-25 20/7
CEDAR RAPIDS, 1A

Pre Slet Order available until April 15

XXIV Slet & Festival Official Souvenirs

Slet T-Shirt Two color Imprinted Slet Logo
50/50 Heavyweight blend Sizes Price
Shirt color choices Youth SML $10.50
White, Heather, Lt Blue, Adult Sto XL 10.50
Classic Pink, Sandstorm/tan 2XLto 5 XL 15.50
Slet Polo Shirt Two color Imprinted Slet Logo
Silk touch 65/35 poly/cotton blend Sizes Price
Female XS to 2XL $20.50
Color Choices or Male 3XL to 4XL 25.50
White, Lt Blue, Banana, Female 5XL to 6XL 30.50
Lt Stone/Tan, Mint Green Male 5XL to 10XL 35.50
Tall Men L to 4XL 40.50

Restrictions: Sizes 3X and above and Tall Men sizes only available through pre-Slet ordering.

Option - 2 color Embroidered Logo only available pre-Slet order ~ Add S5 per item.

Slet Lapel Pin $5.00

Slet Wristband $3.00 SOKOL 2017

%" Silicone red or blue White embossed lettering

American Sokol February 2017
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PURCHASE ORDER

XXIV Slet & Festival
“The Tradition Continues”™

CEDAR RAPIDS, 1A
Clty ol 5 S5easons

hne 22-2120/7

UNIT NAME
DATE:

Contact person
Phone email

Pre Slet orders only
Pick up at Clarion June 22-27

ALL PAID ORDERS TO BE PICKED UP AT
SLET BY COACH DELIVERY DATE

Indicate authorized person Hame - June 22-25, 2017

T |
ary SIZE DESCRIPTION/COLOR MALE/FEMALE/YOUTH UNIT PRICE LIME TOTAL

SUBTOTAL

TOTAL

Please send checks payable to: American Sokol
Mail to: ALLISON GERBER, 818 BOLTON ST, SPRINGVILLE, IA 52336

To pay by Credit Card — Contact the American Sckol Office

The American Sokol provides fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs.
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Mark your Calendar

T S

VAR Events around the American Sokol
} e 19
Y e —— Get your event featured! Email editor@american-sokol.org
February
February 3 First Friday Movie — Sokol Spirit, Brookfield, IL
February 5 GIJO-AAU Super Sunday Tumble Down — Elite Sports Complex, Downers Grove, IL

February 15 Czech Hockey Heritage Night— Sokol San Francisco, San Jose, CA

February 11 Central District Cal & Marching Competition — Sokol USA Lodge 306, Chicago, IL

February 17 World Beer Club — Sokol Spirit, Brookfield, IL

February 18 Winter Exhibition — Sokol Greater Cleveland, Cleveland, OH

February 18-20 Sokol Trip to Malin— Sokol San Francisco, California & Oregon border

February 19 Sokol Stickney 44th Annual Pancake & French Toast Breakfast — St. Hugh Auditorium, Lyons, IL
February 24 Sokol Spirit Paint Party — Sokol Spirit, Brookfield, IL

February 26 Annual Czech Dinner — Sokol Milwaukee, The Norway House, Milwaukee, WI

March

March 3 First Friday Movie — Sokol Spirit, Brookfield, IL

March 11 Sokol Tabor Annual Exhibition — Sokol Tabor, Berwyn, IL

March 12 Sokol Chicagoland Annual Exhibition — Elite Sports Complex, Downers Grove, IL

March 17 Sokol Naperville Annual Exhibition — Naperville Central High School, Naperville, IL

March 18 Sokol Stickney Annual Exhibition — St. Hugh Auditorium, Lyons, IL

March 18 Trivia Night 2017 — Sokol St. Louis, St. Louis, MO

March 18 Walk for Health— Sokol San Francisco, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, CA

March 25 Sokol Spirit Annual Exhibition — Sokol Spirit, Riverside-Brookfield High School, Brookfield, IL
April

April 1 Sokol USA Lodge 306 Annual Exhibition — Sokol USA Lodge 306, Chicago, IL

April 2 GIJO Meet — Sokol Chicagoland, Elite Sports Complex, Downers Grove, IL

April 3-7 Gymnastics Camp — Sokol Detriot Camp, South Lyon, M

April 9 Spring Czech Festival— Sokol St. Louis, American-Czech Educational Center, St. Louis, MO
April 22 Central District Special Number Competition — Lyons Township North High School, La Grange, IL
April 29 ACEC Gymnastics Exhibition— Sokol St. Louis, St. Louis, MO

Awerican Sokol Peadline

.\5{ Send your submissions, articles, events and photos to editor@american-sokol.org
by the 1st of the month prior to the publication issue! For example, send items you
want included in the October issue no later than September 1st.

American Sokol February 2017
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