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EDUCATION
IN U.S.A.

The above title is perhaps misleading, since it sug-
gests a subject so vast in scope, we could not begin
to tackle it, The following article concerns itself
mainly with the problem of motivation in education.,
You may or may not hold the same views as its author
- Mrs, Patricia Stibor-, but you'll certainly agree
hers are thought-provoking.,

Is there something wrong with American education? Are the many
incidences of school drop-outs and 4uasi-literates im our school
system simply a matter of faully wmotivation in terms of svctely,
as our educators would segprest, or is there something flar were
subtle al work; is there a fundamental flaw in the philosophy un-
derlying our system, a flaw which makes that philesephy amd that
system inadequate for our lime in histery?

Take ihe University of California riets, for instance. ‘The pro-
tesis there were reflected in the unrest felt subscquentlly in so
many other of our universities and colleges. Weve the H.C. pro-
test simply the braying of would be student anarchists bhent on

bumiliating a great university? Or did the "frec speech” issue
contain within it the discentent of students who were Lired of
being dictated te or “"cducated" hy autherities for whom they no

longer bad respect? Were all the studenis who protested al U.C,
either “beatniks" or prefessional agitators, or were lhere some
among them who werc intelligeni amil literale young peeple whe be-
cause of a basic dissatisfaction had become, for ithe lLime,rebel-
Yious and non-conforming?

This article is not intended as an apologetic for the U.C. pro-
tests, It merely wishes to pose this gquestion: 1s asystem of e-
ducation in which lhere are such disparate and deeply felt areas
of disconteni any lenger adequate?

Part of the problem, of course, is sizc, and the fact that edu-
cational systems, teachers' salaries aml standards are beth ad-
ministered and set by Lhe various states. Administrative posts
are pelitically delermined, and disinterest and obhjectivity are
not frequently the characteristics of the polititian,

Another aspect of the problem is the age in which we are living,
and the changes of the very near futwre which are already begin-
ning te leom into our consciousness., 1n the newer and less de-
veloped countries of the world, for example, automation and how
to deal with 1t is not likely to become a problem for some time.
Competition is moet a preblem, bhecause wherc there are resources,






























