





Interview

The Interview with our officers conducted in Jan—-Feb 1991 issue of
Vestnik, answered many questionable aspects of our organization,
spirit of our club and in overall outlined and also reminded all of
us about the general idea of membership in “Sokol”. As of now, some
officers opted not to be involved in our open discussion and did not
reply.

Following are the replies of our officers and involved members to
questions stated in previous Interview.

Dopisy

Dear Brogher Cecil,

remembering the enthusiasm, joy and eagerness of the Czech
people displayed by the people of Prague joining Spkol after the
WW2, I would like to see the same happening now here after commu-
nism is finally out of Czechoslovakia. Sokol has much to offer to
all our countrymen and women of all ages. Most of all we as Sokol
members must make new members really feel that they belopg and can
contribute much., Sokol San Francisco is here for all the Czechs and
Slovaks in the Greater San Francisco Area. Remember there 1s Power
in Unity: political, social and economic and everybody benefits,

Sokol included.

NAZDAR !
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Frank Dlask, Recording Secretary

Contribution from Linda Apodaca, Sokol member:

3-29-91
Dear Brother and Sister Sokols,
I am writing this letter in friendly response to the questions raised
about the San Francisco Turners in the Jan-Feb issue of Vestnik.
I am, and have been, a member of the Turners since 1 was a very young
girl. I have been a member of Sokol San Francisco for over a year
now. I try to attend the monthly Sokol meetings on a regular basis.
Though I have been unable to attend Sokol dinner-dances in the past,
I and many of us who work out at the Sokol hall on Wednesday evenings
have tried to contribute to those events by putting down chairs and
putting tablecloths on the tables to facilitate the decorating com-
mittee’s preparations on Fridays prior to the dances. Several of us
have helped stock and tend bar with brother Kolar.
To answer directly the “questions” about the Turners motives for
Joining Sckol;
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1/ The Turners first inquired about renting the hall in 1984. We
came to Sokol because both clubs have gymnastic backgrounds (which
they have shared in the past, when Sokols and Turners worked out
Jointly while Sokol was still located in San Francisco). Sister
Blanche Duffey recommended us on that basis. We rented the hall for
4+ years. The Turners greatly appreciated the fact that Sokol rented
the hall to us very reasonably, because The Turners, unlike Sokol San
Francisco, do not own their own facility (and could never afford one
even from the time of the club’s formation in 1948). Our coffers have
never been anywhere near as large as those of Sokol even at the time
of fullest membership (approximately 100 Turners). Over the years,
our membership has dwindled down to only about 40. While we were
renting Sokol hall, we were required by law, as a “gymnastic” organi-
zation, to carry our own separate liability insurance, which ran us
about $1800.- a year. That sum, in addition to $250.- a month {(later
lowered by Sokol to $200.-), brought our yearly outlay to Sokol to a
total of approximately $4800.~ Based on tat dollar amount, I estimate
that the Turners would have gone broke by 1992 and would have had to
disband.

2/ It was Sokol who approached the Turners with the proposal to be-
come members. Both clubs held general meetings to discuss the pros
and cons. The majority of Sokols were enthusiastic about having al-
most 40 new individual members {(we did not join as the club). Some
Sokols were concerned about the loss of the rental income. A very
small number voiced disltike of the Turner’s “German” roots. {(Contrary
to that belief, the Turners have hever presented themselves as a Ger-
man-American club at all, but strictly as a gymnastic organization).
The Turners, on the other hand, were very grateful to be offered tne
opportunity to join the Sokol club for a number of reasons;

1) Insurance costs were putting a strangle-hold on our financial re-
sources.

2) We would be able to keep our club intact.

3) We would be helping Sokoel to increase its membership.

The only negative considerations had by some, were the remarks made
about our club’s German background. While it is a fact that many of
our members are of German descent, the ancestry is very diluted. Most
of our members are of the Heinz §7 Variety lineage, and with the ex-
ception of t or 2 of us, are born in the USA,

3/ When we joined Sokol we understood that we would be turning as So-
kols on Wednesday evenings (this included not just voileyball but ex-

ercising as well) and that all Sokols were welcomed to attend. This
meant that we would not be able to conduct Turner meetings at the
hall. We agreed to this and as a result, held several of our monthly
club meetings at cur member’s homes.

The Sokols did say it was OK for us to update our members, at the end
of our calisthenics each week, about our Turner outings, birthdays,
anniversaries, illnesses, parties, etc.

When logistics began to impede our monthly club meetings, we ap-
proached Sckol and asked if we could hold our meetings at Sokol hall
and we offered to pay $40.- to $50.- a month to "rent” the hall for
the 1-1.5 hours it would take to conduct them. Sokol said that we
could use the hall for our meetings and that no payment would be nec-
essary.
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In every aspect to our dealings with Sokol (as Turners), we have
found them to be most generous, gracious, considerate and genuinely
concerned about us as fellow i1ndividuals and athletes.

Now, over a year after being sworn in as Sokols we find this to stiltl
be true.

Let us put all "assumptions” and "gossip” on the shelf where they be-
Jong !

Come and Join us on Wednesdays, fellow Sokols !

Sincerely, Linda Apodaca

Answer from Vladimir Kolar - Building Physical Structure Conmittee:

gprava budovy. 3-19-1991,

Na otfzky ohlednd solidnosti sokolské budovy nen{ tFeba odpovidat ,
Jsou znémy a uSpokojujicf.Ze budova poti¥ebuje rtzné opravy vid{ snad
ka¥dy.Bylo o tom j1%¥ jednfno a rozhodnuto s kterymi za¥ft.Je jen t¥e
ba praci zudat a urdit,kdy se bude provadit.To kdy Je dile¥ité vi-
a&t, jak pro plénovén{ aktivit,tak pro prondjem.Dal¥{ préce odborné.
by pak m3ly pokra¥ovat podle stavu financi. :
Krom8 toho Je t&ba nat¥ft kuchynl a v8echny kabinety vy¥istit,V ba-
ru se¢ mus{ umyt st¥ny a nat¥{t n¥jakym le¥tidlem.V sfle podlsha poZ
t¥ebuje poFAdn® umyt a znovu napolifovat,.St3ny kolem stolu také umyt
vechny sv¥tla na st¥nfch rovn¥% tek.To samé plat{ pro jevi¥t¥,24-
clony v séle a baru vyprit,na jJevi¥ti oponu sundat, vysét, vykarti&o-
vat a znovu zav¥sit,Kanceld¥ remodelovat.Ladies toilets nat¥{t, p¥e-
byte¥ny cement z dla¥di¥ek sedkrabat/, Vystouplad ¥Ast dvora se mu-
sf vyrovnat a spéry vymazat.Okra] asvaltového povrchu zarusta ple-
velem,neché-1i se riusti dosahuJe vi¥ky a% t¥{ stop.Je nutno je]
t¥1 a% ¥ty¥ikrdt do roka vytrhat,nebo vykopat, Chodnik p¥ed budo-
vou jednou za tyden zamést a ¥A&st koridoru,kde skladujeme odpadky
polit vodou a ko¥tZtem rozlité,nebo zaschlé zbytky jidel ko¥t¥tcm
vyndst,v¥idy po odvozu odpadkui.Tyto prace by se m¥ly ud8lat pokud
moZno v dobd co nejkrat¥{ a vzhledem k tomu,¥e na ni neni t¥eba
odbornfi &leny a bezplatn¥,Ka¥%dy,kdo se stal &lenem Sokola San Fran-
cisko stal se spoluopatrovnikem sokolského ma Jetku.Tak Jako se stae
ra mus{ si nalit trochu Zasu pro sokolskou budovu.Pod slovem mus {

Je m{n¥no,nen{ jiné ceaty Sestry a Brat¥i,0dborné préce budou stat
tém&¥ viecny na¥e Uspory a proto pokladejte svoJ]i u¥ast na prac{ch
za Jednu z plénovanﬁch aktliviy.

Osloveni Sestry a Brat¥i.Témdf Z&dny bratr neodepfe pomoc své seshe
aebo obrfécen®,tak Je towu i v Sokole,To je asi,pro¥ zakladutelé
solkolstva pFi¥li s névrhem,aby &lenl mezi sebou se oslovovali Sesatro

& Bfat¥e,Ono to Jaksi sblliuje a také zavazuje,
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work methods that could have been brought to Czechoslovakia. Influx
of ideas and overseas funds would bring multi-fold benefits much
outweighing short sighted gain by not returning properties to right-
full owners.

In Czechoslovak press, it was mentioned that residency will be very
liberaly considered, and it would be supposedly accepted if claimant
lists address of his relatives. Also dual citizenship is no probléem
for Czechoslovaks living in West Germany, Switzerland and many
countries. But Czechoslovaks 1iving in United States are barred

from dual citizenship. So this appears to be a brazen discrimina-
tion for U.S. citizens.

Therefore we are respectfully asking you that U.S. will demand to
end this unjust discrimination if CSFR wants to keep favorable
trade conditions with United States. Such trade advantages should
be suspended untill the unjust discrimination will stop.

Very truly yours

Sokol Gymnastic Association of San Francilsco

This pemion hos already been endorsed by the Council of Free Czechoslovokia, and by the leadsrs of the Washington chapters of
Sokot, SVU, the Czechoslovok Nafionot Council of America, and the Wilsonian Club. Other organizalions and individuals are being
invited o help with 1he gahering of signatures.

Petition

Since the sslablishmeni of a communis! regime in 1948, many people have sulfered confiscation, expropilation
and seizure of their property in Gzechoslovakio. These acts are considered illegal under presemt Czechoslovak taw.

The reslitulion of such property fo lawlul owners or their heirs has been decided in principle by the new
Czechoslovak authorifies; their resoive to redress past injustices is being widely acciaimed.

However, the recent refevant tegisiation, passed by the Czechoslovak Federat Parlioment, stipulales that only
Czechoslovak citizens with permanent residence in that countey should be entitled 10 such reliel. This is an insult to
all exiles who greeted the downtall of communism with as much joy and hope as ihe people in Czechostovakia.

Reslitution of privale property, faken in viotation of a fundamental human right, should notbe subject lo arbitrary
restrictions or discrimingtory conditions. Forcing American citizens in search of a legitimate rediess for a long-
standing wrong lo choose between their couniry of birth and their country of adoplion is legally and ethicalty
unacceptable.

We, the undersigned, request ihat the United States authorilies protest against the arbitrary discrimination agoinst
American citizens and promole a respect of private property rights in Czechoslovakia.

SIGNATURE PRINE NAME . ADDRESS {optional)

Pleose sond signed copies of this palilion to: The Free Czechoslovokia Fund, RO Box 65111, Washinglon, DC 20035-5111, Ii will
then be forwarded to ofticials in the US House and Senale and in the Execulivg Branch, including the Depastment of Siale.

Please photocopy as necsssory. i yow have questions, calt Glga Jonos, (301) 229-8643.

e ———
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Dedicated to all Sokols who have devoted

their lives to promoting the goals of JUNE 26-29, 1991
Dr. Miroslav Tyrs.

Tentative schedule of events:

Event Day Time Place
Registration begins .............................. Wed. Noon Hyatt Regency
— Judges and Directors meet ........ ORI Wed. 3:00 pm Hyatt Regency

GYMNASTIC COMPETITION:
— Opening Ceremonies and
Championship Competition Optionals...... Wed. 7:00 pm Convention Center

— Jre. Girls C Diivision ... Thur. 8:00 am Gym #1 Convention Center
— I Gittls B Dwvision......................ooo U Thur 8:00 am Gym #2 Convention Center
— Jr. Boys C. Division.............cooienn, Thur. 8:00 am Gym #3 Convention Center
~— Jr. Boys B & A Division......................... Thur. 8:00 am Gym #3 Convention Center
— Jr. Girls A Division ... Thur.  12:00 pm Gym #1 Convention Cenler
— Jr. Girls Intermediate Div. ... Thur. 12:00 pm Gym #2 Convention Center
— Jr. Boys and Senior Men

Int.,, High & Champ. compuls. ................ Thur. 12:00 pm Gym #3 Convention Center
— Jr. Girls and Sr. Women

High and Champ. copipuls. .................... Thur, 3:00 pm Gym #1 Convention Center
-— Senior Men

Masters, Aand B.......... O PP Thur. 3:00 pm Gym #3 Convention Center

EVENING AT THE ZOO AND DANCE.... Thur. 6:00 pm Endianapolis Zoo
(for Jr. and Sr. Competitors)

COCKTAILHOUR.................c Thur. 6:00 pm Hyuatt Regency
XXISLETBANQUET ..., Thur. 7.00 PM  Hyau Regency
GYMNASTIC COMPETTTION:
— Sr. Women A and Intermediate Division .. Fri. 8:00 am Gym #1 Convention Center
— Sr. Women Mastess & B ... Fri, 8:00 am Gym #2 Convention Cenler
- High Division Sokelads ....................... Fri, 2:00 pm Gywm #3 Convention Center
-— High Division Sokolettes ........................ Fri. 2:00 pm Gym #2 Convention Center
RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS

all Female Divisions .............................. Fri. 11:00 am Gym #1 Convention Center
SOKOL TRIATHLON

malesonly.............. Fri. 10:00 am Gym #3 Convention Center
VOLLEYBALL PRELIMINARIES . ... .. ... Fri. 8:00 am  Gym #4 Convention Center
VOLLEYBALL FINALS .......................... Fri. 3.00 pm Gym #4 Convention Cenlter
VICTORY DANCE ... Fn. 7:30 pm Indiana Rooftop Ballroom
SLET REHEARSALS ............... ... Sat. 8:00 am Convention Center
XXISOKOL USASLET ... Sat. 7:00 pm Convention Center
AFTER SLET PARTIES ... Sat.  10:30pm  Hyatt Regency

A i’-’;.l’/aml&?

MILOS “VAN’ VANCURA

Sales and Leasing

ANDERSON CHEVROLET-GEO
300 E) Canuno Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025
Bus. 415-321-4280 « Res: 415-943-77/1

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS - CZECH 1T OUuTt ¢
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