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TO ALL SOKOL MEMBERS

DO YOU KNOW???
SOKOL San Francisco is celebrating 90 Th. Anniversary. Thanks to BR. Kucera we have a 
chance to present to you the copy of original document that established this Unit on August 
22,1904.

HISTORY OUTLINE OF SOKOL SAN FRANCISCO

As we celebrate eur 9JQth Anniversary of our founding we ar 
reprintin« a copy or the official document that established 
the San Francisco Unit of the American Sokol 'Organization e 
August 22, 1904. 90th

Annibersarp
American 
Sokol 
Organisation
San Francisco

1904-1994
We are proud to list the names of our founders:

Bahaslav Kantner 
Jaroslav Justice 
Jater Fousek 
Josef HieJeraan 
F. F. BuJinsky 
Vaclav Storck 
J. Ura 
Anton Hatiach 

F. J. Schuster 
Vit. Hubacek 
Karol Kostal 
Frank Lastufka 
Jaroslav Budish* 
Franusek Herswsek 
Victor Buinsk;/, Jr. 
Wit Prosek
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San Francisco Sokol Unit History

Originally, there was a singing choir "HLAHOL". When our 
founders voted to become á Sokol Unit, the choir was disbanded, 
and the total amount of the treasury, »263.23, was transferred to 
the Sokol treasury. A year later in July, 1905 the Sokolice of 
San Francisco was organized.

Our first gymnastic classes drilled in the German Turn-verein 
Hall, but when their hall was destroyed in the 1906 earthquake 
and fire, the classes moved to Eintrach Hall.

By 1912 the idea and dream of a Sokol Hall became a reality. «The 
beautifully planned hall at 739 Page Street, San Francisco soon 
became the scene of much activity for our Sokol Unit, and for 
many years it was the seat of the Pacific District of Sokol, and 
many other Slavic organizations enjoyed the use of the buiilding.

When World War I began most of our gymnasts were drafted and many 
never returned. During this period in time, our Sokol Unit 
raised »10,000 which was to assist T. G. Masaryk in his efforts 
to create an independent Czechoslovakia.

Sokol continued to thrive, supporting Sokol activities and 
teaching the Sokol Ideals. It was with much pride that we hosted 
Czechoslovak Day at the 1939 Treasure Island World’s Fair. 
Participants arrived from around the world, and Sokol Hall once 
more entertained many dignitaries.

Over the years Sokol San Francisco has received various 
delegations and dignitaries:

In 1918 - General Rostislav 
Stefanik, Minister of National 
Defense.

In 1919 - The Czechoslovak Legion 
returning from Russia.

In 1945 - Jan Masaryk and other
representatives attending the 
United Nations meeting in Muir 
Woods.

Our own charter member Frank Lastufka served as Vice Council to 
Czechos1ovakia for many years in San Francisco, and he often 
entertained diplomatic officials of Czechoslovakia and other 
foreign embassies at his home in Burlingame. P



Again, our young gymnasts war* called to serve our country when 
World War II commenced in 1941. As before, Sokol became active 
in the war effort, and raised *25,000 for the Red Cross.

The Communist coup in Czechoslovakia had a depressing effect on 
our entire Sokol community, but the influx of immigrants at that 
time generated new life for the San Francisco Sokol Unit.

It was a proud moment in 1960 when Sokol San Francisco unveiled a 
statue of the first president of Czechoslovakia, T. G. Masaryk. 
Even today, this monument can be seen in the Rose Garden of 
Golden Gate Park. In March, we commemorate Masaryk's birthday 
with a short ceremony and place a bouquet of flowers at the base 
of the statue.

For decades Sokol Hall on Page Street served as the center for 
Sokol activities and patriotic and social functions. When 
problems in the area of Sokol Hall became insurmountable, the 
membership, by secret ballot, voted to sell the building. Thus, 
we departed the site of so many memories.

After much discussion and decision making, we re-located in our 
building in San Mateo. In our new location we progressed in 
gymnastic activity, and enjoyed many social events.

In 1974, for the first time in over 15 years, we hosted a Pacific 
District Gymastic Exhibition and celebrated our 70th Anniversary. 
It was during the 1970's that we boasted of an enrollment of 60 
children and teens part i c i pating in Sokol Gymnastic Classes and 
other Sokol events. It was also during this decade that Sokol 
San Francisco had a record breaking 37 participants attend the 
National Slet in Chicago.

Recently, we have seen a decline in gymnastic activities and. 
active participation and support of Sokol members has been 
negligible.

During the celebration of our 90th year let us pause a moment and 
reflect on our successes and our failures. Let us look to the 
future with gratitutde toward our founders and gratitude to all 
who have followed them.
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HOW ARE WE DOING TODAY???
We are fighting our financial burden inherited from the passed due to the building structural 
remodeling, necessary after the earthquake. Aging officers are desperately trying to save our 
building from foreclosure. We are hanging on the thin wire postponing our membership dues to 
Chicago and Zupa Headquarters and obviously, arguing about it. We vent through very difficult 
year. We are in good prediction of survival into 1995. With your help, we managed to be 
profitable so far, thanks to many volunteer hours of the Board members, Prossr’s,Vrana and to the 
others unnamed. Because of this persistence, we are able to report the small profit in 1993 and 
1994. Thanks to all of you who helped.

We have 197 registered members (95 males and 102 females) in our membership.
Unfortunately 35 members still did not pay the 1994 dues. Please check your records and 
please pay it, as soon as possible.
Be advised that by not paying the dues you are hurting Organization very badly, since about 
80% of the amount dues go to the Headquarters and it needs to be covered by the other 
means of our income. Remember, we are not a club, we are an officially funded American 
Organization of Czech and Slovak origin and you should be proud of it. So, prove it with the 
minimum effort of paying the dues.Organization is suffering from your passivity and does 
not like to see your letter of resignation or to be forced to expell you from the membership. 
We truly appreciate your cooperation.

Also, come to the meetings with ideas to discuss. We have a regular Sokol Meeting on every 
second Tuesday of the month. We like to see you there. Come and help to build a new era 
of cooperation with a newborn Sokol in Czech Republic. Remember how successful the Slet 
was in Prague this year. Exchange some ideas about business in Czech and Slovak Republic. 
Our Organization has a chance to be center of the culture exchange. Would you like to 
participate? There is never to be to late.

REMEMBER:

ANNUAL SOKOL MEETING ELECTING NEW OFFICERS IS GOING TO BE HELD ON 
DECEMBER 11, 1994 AT 10 A.M.
Remember that future of our Organization depends how the Board of Directors is going to 
be structured and therefore, come to this meeting and vote.

MAJOR ACTIONS TO THE END OF THE YEAR 1994:
1. DECEMBER 3: Santa Claus Dance with exchange of small funny gifts.
2. DECEMBER 17: Child’s Christmas Carols celebration, and “ Nadilka” at 3P.M. 
Contact Jaja Prossr for details.
3. DECEMBER 31: Traditional New Year’s Eve Party, “Tombola.” 

Please, support all of these activities.



Bývaly doby» kdy být Sokolem znamenalo automaticky být dobrým Čechem- Existence Soko­
la byla totiž od počátku nej těsněji spjata s obnovenim státnosti českého národa. Léta 
první republiky byla dobou největšího rozkvětu sokolské myšlenky. Republika byla pýchou 
Sokolstva a Sokolstvo bylo pýchou prvni republiky. Sokol ale přináší navíc i něco, co 
však dnes v nově republice se považuje za starodávně a vyčpělé - totiž lásku k vlasti, 
kterou nám naši učitelé vštěpovali do srdcí v našem útlém věku.

Sokol doma právě vychází ze "zajeti babylonského", které trvalo přes čtyřicet let a kdy 
již se zdálo, že nikdy nevzlětne. Po tak dlouhem"umiráni", na kterém měli komunisti 
zvlášť velký zájem, pacient stále žije. Po tak dlouhé nemoci byl konečně operován a za­
číná se uzdravovat. Jaký bude jeho dalši osud, to je opravdu těžko řičí za dnešních okol 
nosti,ale já véfim, že tisíce kteři cítí se mnou,bychom mu přáli jen to nejlepši.

Vzkříšeni Sokola se pohříchu odehrává v podmínkách zcela odlišných od těch v nichž se 
toto hnuti rozvíjelo. Přirozený pathos a opravdovost-nejsilnější zbraň tohoto hnuti - 
vzaly za své dnes, v době vrcholící ve zklamáni, nejistotě a nevíry v cokoli. Z nevity 
nelze ovšem nic vybudovat. A tak voláni po sile, která by podchytila mladou generaci, 
je vice než na místě. Sokol k takovému úkolu je uí vázán svou tradici.Problem je však 
v tom, že pro kontakt s mladou krví pouhá tradice nestačí. Navázat kontakt s dneškem 
bude jistě těžké. Nepokusit se o to bý byl však neodpustitelný hřich.O životnosti a ne­
ochvějné myšlence Sokola doma, nasvědčuje právě poslední XII. Slet v Praze. Tento slet 
si doslova Sokolové vydupali ze země. NejvyŠSi představitelé České republiky nepřispěli 
ničim a pomoc sdělovacích prostředků byla macešsky skoupá. Ale ti co přišli byli nadšen 
a dojati a jistě příjemné překvapeni nad nadšeným přijetím starších pamětníků.

Jsem opravdu na rozpacích, zda chválit to co jsme mohli všichni vidět, nebo hanit to, 
co se mi zdálo skryté, tak jako mezi řádky. Byla to obzvláštní,neobvyklá atmosféra. 
Hned z počátku mi bylo divné, že se sletu vůbec žádná propaganda nedělá, ne nemyslím 
takovou, kterou dělali v barnumské formě spartakiadam, o kterých jsme ale všichni vě­
děli to, Že ji stát, nebo spise KSČ uvolňuje všechny myslitelné i nemyslitelné fondy. 
To nepřirovnávejme, to bylo přeci "muss". Slet se přibližoval a ticho bylo jako před 
bouři. Možná, že hodně Pražáků o něm ani nevědělo. Podle zpráv,jaké jsme o sletě dostá­
vali od přátel a účastníků z domova, největší zklamáni přišlo, když televizní stanice 
a radio věnovaly tak vznešené události jen minimálni čas a pozornost. Jak se všichni 
těšili,až uvidi Sokolíky pochodovat Prahou za nadšeného vítaní a provolávání slávy Pra­
žáků a zatím neviděli z tohoto průvodu téměř ani metr záběru. Rovněž prvni sletový den 
byl odbyt programem trvajícím asi 30 minut. Druhého dne se cvičeni zúčastnil i presi­
dent Vaclav Havel a tak byl čas trochu delši,neboř tam dali záběr, kdy president pro­
hlásil, Že je dojat tim co vidi,co bylo vydupáno z hodné pošlapané zemí nacisty i komu­
nisty. po této stránce to bylo jistě krásné, ale celkově jakoby tu byl zájem to tlumit

Sletový průvod byl, podle zprav očitých svědků, manifestací nečeho co Praha,myslím,již 
dlouho neprožila. Byl to projev čisté radosti a nezištného bratrství,návrat ztracených 
synu a dcer a setkaní vyobcovaných, ktere již popsal čas. Byl to výlev radostných slz 
nad návratem,který jsme už nečekali a kterého se tak mnozi již nedočkali. Účastníci 
tam byli, né Že za to byli placeni a diváci tam nebyli proto, Že jejich zaměstnavatelé 
jim nakázali účast. Byl to sen, který se mnohým splnil a realita, kterou si účastníci 
ponesou v paměti pro zbytek života. Doufejme, že průvod a slet znamená začatek nového 
rozmachu sokolské myšlenky i nepochybné prokázal, Že Sokol je stále živý .Národ k němu 
svými kořeny patříme, tuto nezištnost a vznešenost sokolské myšlenky právě nyni zoufal 
potřebuje. Kéž by ta"Stará garda" mohla předat to svaté nadšeni té mladé generaci,aby 
ta sokolskou myšlenku mohla nést dál,tak aby se přiblížila k tomu,co tam již jednou bj 
lo. Bylo by to národní tragedii,kdyby tak nádherná myšlenka zahynula.

POSTELOVÉ ÚVAHY:



DONATIONS:

It is no secret, that our Sokol San Francisco unit is in very difficult financial si­
tuation due to the major and costly repair of our hall in San Mateo. Also attendance 
on our dances and programs are much lower than what it used to be. The Officers a*^ 
working really hard to keep for us the last and only place we can meet ,can enjqj 
entertainment provided for us ,where we can have our dances and many other occassions 
We are asking our members ,supporters and friends of Sokol to open your heart during 
this pre-Christmas time and send us a gift in the form of donation (which is tax de­
ductible) according to your possibilities. Every dollar helps in these difficult time: 
We appreciate your support very much. MANY THANKS !!!

SOKOL HALL RENTAL OFFER:

A special SOKOL BUILDING COMMITTEE is negotiating the rental of Sokol Hall to Arabic 
CHristian CHurch.They are asking to occupie the Hall for 3and^ days plus some other 
requests. Offered rent for the shared usage would be $ 1.500.00 monthly. The coninitte 
is recently working on details for the proposed rental. If they can reach successful 
contract, that would shed many difficulties we are facing a probably postpone the sa­
le of the hall for the further time.

HOW'S THAT AGAIN??? - Collection of "Bloopers" found in Church bulletins.

1. This afternoon there will be a meeting in the south and north ends of the church. 
CHildren will be baptized at both ends.
2 Thursday at 5 p.m. there will be a meeting of the Little Mother Club. All wishing 

to become little mothers will please meet the pastor in his study.

3. This being Easter Sunday , we will ask Mrs. Brown to come forward and lay an egg 
on the altar.

4. Ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind, and they can be seen 
in the church basement on Friday afternoon.

On Sunday, a special collection will be taken to defray the expense of the new 
carpet. All wishing to do something on the carpet, please come forward and get 
a piece of paper.

6. Tonight's sermon: "What is Hell??" Come early and listen to our choir practicing.

GYMNASTIC AND CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
SOKOL SAN FRANCISCO
847 North San Mateo Drive
San Mateo, CA 94401


