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THE HISTORY OF SOKOL SAN FRANCISCO

This year we are celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the founding
of the San Francisco Sokol. This event is significant, not only

for our American Sokel Organization, but for the entire Czechoslovak
colony of Northern California. "Seventy years is not a long perioag,
yet many successful Sokol episodes can be credited to our Unit.

It has achieved outstandzng solidarity in citizenship.

Sokol San Francisco was founded August 22,_1904 by Brothers J. J.
Justice, Frank J. Lustufka, Boh. Kantner, A. Matlach, F, F. Budinsky
Karel Kotal, Josef Fousek, Josef Widerman, Jan Zak, and Vaclav
Storek. The Unit was organlzed when the singing cholr "Hlajol"

was disbanded and the property with $263.23 in cash was . transferred
to the Sokol treasury. In July, 1905 the Sokolice San Francisco
was organized. ' - ' T
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Originally the gymnastic classes drilled in the German Turn-Verein
Hall. This hall was destroyed in 1906 by the earthguake and fire.
The gym classes were moved to Elntrach Hall.

The idsa of building a Sokol Hall became a reallty in 1912 and mark-
ed the beginning of vigorous activity. The fine new hall on Page
Street housed not only Qﬁr SokoI”Unit. For many years it was the
seat of the Pacific District. -Many other Czech "Slovak, and Slavic
and Slovak organizations enjoyed the bulldlng. o '

_Then came World War I. Mest cf our voungsters were drafted and many
never returned to our ranks. During this period cur Sokol Unit
devoted its efforts to ralslng funds through bazaars’, benefits,

and dances.to support the T, B.’ Masaryk fight for the 1ndependence
of Czechoslovakia. It was in the Sokol Hall that we hoated the
various delegations and dlgnltarles who formed the Republlc of
Czechoslovakla.

During World War -II Sokol San Francisco contributed in the same way
to the victory of the Czechoslovak cause., The Communlst coup d'etat
in Czechoslovakia had a depre581ng effect upon our entire Czecho-

slovak~American people., However, the influx of immigrants generated
new life for the San Francisco; Sokol. :

With great pride we remember the day in 1960 when Sokol San Franeisco
unveiled a statue of the Czechoslovak National hero and first pres=
ident, T. G. Masaryk. This monument was$ erected by our unit in a
prominent place in Golden Gate Park. This was an historic moment,
llv1ng proof that Sokol has been 1nfluenced by the Masaryk ldeal._
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For many decades Sokol Hall served as the center for varled Sokel
activities, as well as for many patriotic functions. .When distur-
bances engulfed the area where Sokeol Hall was located, the member-
ship voted by secret vallot (94%) to sell the building and to leave
the seat of so many memories, o :
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