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These Czechs rendered an invaluable service to the hard pressed US Forces. Working with few resources in
appalling conditions and under continual enemy fire, they managed to make things happen. When the end was
imminent, seven of the Czechs delayed capture by escaping to corridor in a rehabilitated boat. Under a constant
bombardment, and an extreme shortage of food, the seven remaining Czechs worked for 36 hours in the “no
man’s land” between the fronts, where they disassembled a desperately needed rice mill and dragged it back to
- the American lines. Assembled, the mill extended the meager food supply by several weeks. When the US
Forces finally surrendered, the seven Czech volunteers were among them, subject to the same harsh treatment
by the Japanese captors as the other POWs. Enduring the “Bataan Death March” was only the

beginning. The Death March ended at Camp O’Donneli - today Capas National Shrine where a black marble
marker bearing the names of the seven Czechs who died during the war, was unveiled on April 6, 2004. A
Czech flag was displayed at the cemetery’s monument, with a sign well expressing their credo: Omnia pro
Patria, Everything for your Country. Jan Bzoch, one of the survivors of the Death March, lost his life when, on
January 9, 1945, his ship, an unmarked Japanese ship full of American POWs, was tragically bombed, killing a
large number of POWs,

Colonel Quinn, Sr., recommended an award for seven of the Czech volunteers in July, 1945, but only now,
thanks to diligent effort to overcome the usual bureaucratic snags by his son, COL Richard Quinn, the
American Medal of Freedom could finally be awarded to Mr. Jan Bzoch, in memoriam. Consul General Maria
Rowena Mendoza recalled the Philippine Government honoring Jan and 6 of his countrymen for their
contribution to the Defense of her country by presenting the Philippine Medal of Defense and the Medal of
Liberation to the families of the 7 fallen heroes, last year in a ceremony in Sv. Tomas in Prague. Following the
address by Mr, Steven Saum - Honorary Deputy Consul for the Czech Republic. Editor-in-Chief of the
Commonwealth Club of California we heard an emotional, concise and graceful thank-you speech by the person
who was there, more than sixty years ago - Mrs. Jane Cambus, daughter of Jan Bzoch who paid respect to the
other members of this exclusive club of brave men: Pavel Fuchs, Leo Herman, Fred Hermann Fred Lenk, Otto
Hirsch, and Emest Moravek. Only three lived through the hell of their internment in the camp and consequent
transport of the survivors to Japan - Mr. Emest Moravek , who returned to Czechoslovakia, started a chicken
farm that was nationalized by the Communist regime after 1948. Mr. Moravek, unwilling to live without
freedom attempted to flee to the West, but was, to the everlasting shame of the totalitarian government, was
shot and killed at the border, before he could reach the free land. Mr. Otto Hirsch lived to receive his Medal of
Freedom in 1946. Mr. Fred Hermann immigrated to the USA where he died in a plane crash in the 1970s.

A wave of emotions is rising with each speech, reaching its height during the dignified ceremony of awarding
Medal of Freedom to Jan Bzoch: all eyes are on Jana and Vladimira who are accepting, from Major general
Rodney M. Kobayashi, the final tribute to a fallen hero. The bag pipes play “Amazing Grace” to a receptive
audience: the Cambus family, friends, Irene Vincent from Maryland (daughter of Jaroslav Hrdina), Hanna
Witherspoon from Tennessee {daughter of Josef Varak), Mrs. MaryAnn and Andrew Hirsch (widow and son of
Otto Hirsch), friends, dignitaries, military brass and rows of soldiers - the volunteers who perfectly well
understand the motivations, strength and convictions, required, in order to overcome man’s natural instinct of
self-preservation, and be willing to risk life for the good of one’s country and the fellow man. The feeling of
pride and togetherness permeates the room, Vladimira and Jana are at the center of attention, they have to lay
down bouquets of roses, for there is a long line of people eager to shake their hands, to hug and exchange a few
words. We watch, we listen, we are deeply moved, but most of all we feel an unabashed pride in belonging to
the same nation as Jan and his family. There is a new hope, in this cynical age, for our new and old countries:
here we are surrounded by unselfish, generous men and women, some young in fatigues, some with gray hair,
but all unified in their determination to be there for the others. Our thanks belong to them all.
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Sokolové slavi vyroci Tyrsova domu

Praz3ti sokolové budou mit o tomto vikendu ddivod k oslavam. Presné pied osmdeséti lety byla dokoncena
stavba TyrSova domu, jenZ je dodnes jejich hlavnim sidlem.

" Mal4 Strana - Osobitym spojenim moderni architektury a starych $lechtickych palact je areal TyrSova domu.
Jeho slavnostni otevieni v kvétnu 1925 bylo velkou udélosti pro celé Ceskoslovensko. Slavnostniho priivodu se
tehdy zi€astnilo Etrnact tisic lidi.

Masaryk vylezl na stiechu

Myslenku na zbudovani TyrSova domu osobné podporoval i prezident Tomas Garrigue Masaryk. ,,Sam byl totiz
&lenem Sokola, a tak na stavbu finan&n& piispival,“ fekl Jifi Némec z Ceské obce sokolské (COS). Podle jeho
slov si prezident vyZadal, aby si moh! cely areél prohléduout jesté pred jeho slavnostnim otevienim.
~Masaryk si v Tyr§ové domeé prohléd! doslova kazdy kout. Dokonce ve svych pétasedmdesati letech velmi
energicky vylezl aZ na jeho plochou stfechu, “ dodal Némec. Soudasti nového komplexu budov byl naptikiad
prvni kryty bazén v hlavnim mésté a rovnéz §edesat metr dlouha télocvicna. ,,Ta je svou rozlohou dokonce
v&tsi nez hlavni sal Lucerny,” upozornil Zden&k Bartiingk z COS, jenz se zabyva historii Tyr§ova domu.
Bazén i télocvi¢na patfily pfi povodni v roce 2002 k nejpostizengjsim Castem celého arealu. Napiiklad v
télocvicng, jejiZ oprava byla dokoncena v letosnim roce, dosahovala voda az do vysky sto sedmdesati
centimetril. N&ktera mista v Tyr§ové domé viak stéale na svou opravu Cekajt. Zadni naddvori vEetn® poskozené
balustrady by mélo byt opraveno do roku 2006, kdy se v Praze uskute¢ni XIV. viesokolsky slet.

Oslavy osmdesatého vyroli otevieni Tyr§ova domu pfichystali ¢lenové Sokola jiz na tuto sobotu. K vidéni tu
bude napiiklad ukéazka historického cvieni z roku 1925 &i étyfi skladby, jez byly vytvoieny pro piisti
viesokolsky slet. Lidé, ktel{ se v sobotu na Malou Stranu vypravi, si budou moci rovn&z prohlédnout vystavu
historickych fotografii a také filmovy dokument z roku 1925, jenz zachycuje atmosféru slavnostniho otevieni.

Kameny z Ripu i Kriviné

Soudasti oslav bude rovnéz zaatek akce nazvané Expedice Kameny 2005. Ta ma pfipomenout Sest mist, z
nichZ byly v roce 1923 pfivezeny zakladni kameny ke stavbé TyrSova domu. ,Kameny, které byly zazdény do
st&ny t&locvitny, pochazeji napiiklad z Ripu, Krivang & slovinského Triglavu,“ ekl Jiti Némec. A pravé z
téchto hor chceme do Prahy piivést jiné, mensi kameny a slavnostné je tu ulozit,” dodal.

Foto popis| TYRSUV DUM SLAVI. Zdengk Bartingk z Ceské obce sokolské stoji na stfese Tyr$ova domu,
odkud si pfed osmdesati lety praveé dokonéeny komplex prohliZel i prezident Toma§ Garrigue Masaryk.
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